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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 10 

Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 12 
• Literature Lesson 7 
• Logic Lesson 12 
• Story: “Passing Through Jericho” 

 
Logic 
 
Have you been noticing people using logical fallacies as you go about your day, watch the 
news, or check Facebook? Review the notes for Logic Lesson 12 and pay extra attention this 
week to see if you can spot these (or other) fallacies in action. 

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Apodictic Law 
• Casuistic Law 
• Holy 

Next week, we’ll play a team game using all the words so far, so be sure to brush up! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
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• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Ecclesiology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the church. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the end times. 
• Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated back in reverse 

order. 
• Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
• Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in the New Testament. 
• Covenant Theology:  A system for understanding the overall structure of the Bible that emphasizes 

how God’s plans are always worked out according to his covenants. 
• Dispensationalism:  A theological term that refers to different periods of time in which God worked in 

distinct ways. 
• Metanarrative:  An overarching storyline that gives context, meaning, and purpose to all of life. 

 
Reading 
 
Pick up the next nonfiction book that you want to read. You have at least one, right? Go back 
through the notes from today’s lesson while looking at that book and see how much you can 
determine about it before you even read it. For example: 
 

• Is it a practical book or a theoretical book? 
• If it’s practical, what is it exactly that you hope to learn how to do (or be) better? 
• If it’s theoretical, is it historical, scientific, or philosophical? 
• If it’s historical, what can you determine about the author’s purpose for writing it and 

personal biases? What is the agenda? (Remember, an agenda is not a bad thing, as 
long as it’s not a secret agenda that is somehow trying to trick you!) 

• Are there a lot of footnotes/endnotes, or does it seem to land more heavily on 
personal opinion than scholarly support? 

• Can you discern the structure of the book just from the Table of Contents, chapter 
headings, and section headings? 

• Are there parts of the book that you think you’ll want to read more carefully than 
others? 

• Do you expect to struggle with the language itself—sentence structures, archaic 
vocabulary, etc.? 

• Which of the tips at the end might be helpful to you as you read this book? 
 
We’re going to spend the whole lesson next week looking at an example of how to pre-read a 
book before you actually start at the beginning and tackle the text. I’m pretty hopeful that 
when you learn to take your time in these beginning stages, it will change your life because 
they will really make you a better reader. 
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Literature 

1. Watch the Bible Project videos about biblical narrative that we didn’t get to see in class! 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/category/how-to-read-biblical-narrative 

 
At www.biblproject.com, you’re looking for the How to Read the Bible series, in the 
section called “How to Read Biblical Narrative.” We did “Plot” and “Character” in class, so 
go ahead and watch “Setting,” Design Patterns,” and “The Gospel.” They’re about five 
minutes each. 

 
2. Read the following excerpt from the transcript from Naked Bible Podcast (Dr. Michael 

Heiser). I didn’t have time in today’s lesson to give a lengthy illustration of how to 
interpret narratives, so that’s what I’m trying to provide for you here! Dr. Heiser is 
actually quoting another scholar for part of this, but I wanted to make it as simple as 
possible for you to just read the information, so I removed those references. This may be 
a lot more to think about when you read than you’re ready for, but don’t be discouraged! 
You’re not expected to be able to notice all of these things all by yourself. It’s always 
good, though, to get a peek at what the experts see so you can start to get a grasp on 
what a wide world of exploration is available. This is episode 22, which is called 
“Introducing Genres and Reading Bible Stories Like Fiction.” You can listen to the entire 
episode here if you like:  https://nakedbiblepodcast.com/podcast/naked-bible-022-
introducing-genres-and-reading-bible-stories-like-fiction/ 

 
Our example comes from the first two verses of 2 Samuel 13, which is the tragic 
story of Amnon's rape of Tamar. I'd recommend opening your Bible right now… 
and then read the whole chapter—2 Samuel 13. If you're really ambitious, read 
the next two chapters of the extended story—the fallout. The first two verses say 
this: 
 

1 Now Absalom, David’s son, had a beautiful sister, whose name was 
Tamar; and after a time Amnon, David’s son, loved her. 2 And Amnon was 
so tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar; for she 
was a virgin, and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her.  

 
The narrative begins with an exposition in which the characters are introduced. 
We're told four things about the protagonists: their names (Absalom, Tamar, and 
Amnon), their family relations (David's son, sister, and again, David's son in the 
order of the characters). Third, we're told about Tamar's external appearance 
(she's beautiful). And lastly, we're told about Amnon's feelings about Tamar. He 
loved her. All these four features are crucially important for the narrative. The 
names are needed, of course, so that it will be possible to identify the characters in 
the narrative. The family ties between the individuals are important because they 
constitute the basis of the imbroglio [tangled heap] on which the narrative stands. 
Tamar's beauty is undoubtedly the reason for Amnon's love for her, which in turn 
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provides the motive for all that follows. Thus, everything in the exposition is 
essential for understanding the narrative.  
 
The structure of the first verse should be given some attention. The same 
information about the characters could have been conveyed by constructing the 
verse differently. For example, it could have read this way, "Now Amnon, David's 
son, loved Tamar, Absalom's sister, who was very beautiful." Although virtually the 
same information is conveyed here as in the biblical verse, there are fine 
differences, which are significant. The biblical verse is built in such a way that, in 
addition to communicating information about the characters, it also hints about 
what is to come. For instance, Absalom (David's son) is mentioned at the 
beginning of the verse. This is surprising because he plays only a minor role, and 
only then at the conclusion of the whole chapter. It would have seemed sufficient 
to have introduced him then, stating his relation to Tamar. In any case, it's 
remarkable that he, rather than one of the principle characters (either Amnon or 
Tamar) is given a prominent position at the beginning of the first verse. It would 
seem that he's cited here because of the central role he is to fulfill in the later 
developments following Amnon's rape of Tamar. This means that even though the 
narrative of Amnon and Tamar can be regarded as a separate and complete 
literary unit, the opening verse indicates that it only serves as a prologue or a first 
stage in the chain of narrative units that are to follow. The real point is going to be 
Absalom. 
 
Absalom, David's son, opens the verse and Amnon, David's son, closes it, while 
Tamar is in the middle between the two brothers. This structure reflects the 
situation which is to arise in the future when these two sons of David will confront 
one another and Tamar will be the cause of the dissention and disharmony 
between them much later in the story. There's nothing in the verse to indicate that 
the friction between the two brothers is the result of a conflict of political interest 
between them—namely, rivalry over the succession—since David is not referred to 
as "the king" in this verse. Had he been referred to as the king in the first verse, 
then you'd get a hint of a political rivalry. Rather, what you're going to get is a 
table setting, a main event that will cause the tension between these two. The 
tension between Absalom and Amnon is based on family ties. Tamar is the axis, 
and her two brothers are at the opposing poles.  
 
Now, in contrast to Absalom and Amnon (each of whom is defined as “David's 
son”), Tamar is called "Absalom's sister" and not "David's daughter." This should 
be regarded as intimating that she and Absalom have the same mother, even 
though further on in the narrative she is also called "Amnon's sister" by all the 
characters (David, Amnon, Absalom, and Tamar herself), including the narrator. 
The reference to her as Absalom's sister is appropriate to what happens later 
when Absalom, rather than David, acts on her behalf and avenges her 
humiliation.  
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What we learn from this reading is what to see and what to ask about what we 
see. We see the characters, but did we think to ask why they're in the order they're 
presented in? In the Old Testament, order like this (a sequence) can be telling—
especially with respect to birth order or wife order or child order. The orders are 
not accidental or careless. They convey something about pecking order in the 
house or the dynasty, or preferential disposition of a parent or a king, or rank and 
influence, on and on. That is, a simple detail like order reveals other details of 
family dynamics and even ruling dynamics. Further, would we have thought to ask 
why Tamar is characterized with the word "sister" instead of "David's daughter?" 
Would we wonder as we read the story why Absalom just disappears after the first 
verse? Apparently, he's a pointless reference—until the outcome of the story in 2 
Samuel 13 and beyond! After seeing the outcome (that David did nothing about 
the situation except get mad, while Absalom punished the guilty), would that have 
made us realize that the whole episode is in some way propelling the larger story 
of Absalom—his antipathy toward David, his father, and his motive for stealing 
David's kingdom later? I don't know. But if we're thinking like we're reading fiction, 
we would have these sorts of things floating around in our heads. "I wonder why 
I'm reading this here instead of somewhere else. I wonder why the writer chose 
this word instead of that one. I wonder why the writer told me this but didn't tell 
me some other things that I would think he should have told me, or that would 
sort of go here. Why the omissions?" 
 
That's how to read a story intelligently. Again, we do it intuitively when we read 
fiction. That's why I recommend you read biblical narrative like it's a novel. You 
might think, "Boy, this is a lot of work!" Well, are you here to study the Bible or 
just read it and forget it? Sure, it's work! But as my favorite quotation about 
biblical studies says, "The tasks of scholars are not for sissies." We all have to start 
someplace. You'll get more out of biblical stories if you begin to read them like 
fiction, training your mind to think that the author is up to something, that it's all 
deliberate—because it is. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


