
#29: TEACHER, (ROMANS 11:33-36)
When I was eleven years old, I wanted to become a skier, so I went to ski club through
my sixth grade class.

In the ski club, all the students had a lanyard around their neck that showed what their
skill level was, and portrayed what level of difficulty they could handle. Those familiar
with the skiing difficulty scale know that green is beginner, blue is intermediate, and
black is advanced.

I came into the scenario as a complete beginner, so I had a light green sticker (not even
“dark green”!) on my lanyard to prove that I was the beginner of all beginners on these
big long foot planks. I took a few lessons on the easiest ski hill in the place called
“Summit” at Boston Mills in Boston Heights, Ohio. After wiping out numerous times,
falling on the tow rope, almost getting stuck on the ski lift, barely being able to snow
plow, and barely knowing how to stop at the bottom of the hill without practically taking
out a fence or human being, the initial lesson ended. In typical fashion of wanting to
learn things the hard way I figured that I would just ditch my lanyard, and start flying
down hills.

I shoved the lanyard in my pocket, and I started with blue, intermediate level hills. The
first was called “Buttermilk”, and I wiped out fantastically again and again on it.



Eventually, later that day, I was skiing down the black hills as well. Particularly one
called “North Bowl”. I avoided the moguls, but just jumped right in and learned the hard
way how to ski by thrusting myself down a hill at high speed, wiping out, and trying
again.

I could have gotten seriously injured! Fortunately I made it through, and though learning
the hard way, I learned nonetheless. By the following year I was learning to ski the
moguls and more.

I’ve done many things like this in my life. I learned to play drums this way as well. My
Dad bought me a full drum kit when I had just turned fourteen years old, and I spent a
lot of time smashing these things. I was notorious for playing completely loud and off
tempo, breaking sticks, denting the heads, and cracking the cymbals. Eventually, I
learned how to play in tempo and how to play well through pure grit and effort. By the
time I was fifteen I was even a decent drummer.

I also made a lot of bad decisions when I was young- experimenting pretty wildly with
drugs and sex, and trying to live by my own rules. I wouldn’t take the advice of the wise
ones around me who had been through this stuff and lived to tell the sordid tales about
it. I wanted to learn it all for myself and experience it for myself.

Despite the cheesiness, I guess DC Talk was right when they sang;

Some people gotta learn the hard way
I guess I'm the kinda guy
That has to find out for myself
I had to learn the hard way, Father
I'm on my knees and I'm crying for help

I can relate to these lyrics!

As I’ve aged and been tempered with wisdom, mostly birthed from mistakes and
learning things the hard way, I’ve figured out that I could have learned many things
much more quickly and grown in my competency. But at many points in my youth I
simply didn’t have the humility to submit myself to teachers wiser than me. I always
wanted to be the wise guy, and in many senses I was just that. But now, as a forty-one
year old who has made lots of mistakes, I’ve learned to seek help from good sources
when I’m lacking skill and knowledge.



I spent years as a songwriter, and was always good at playing guitar, bass, and drums. I
was also good at production very early on. I was not skilled as a singer. Many people
told me this, and encouraged me to get vocal training. I just kept trying to learn it on my
own, and this led to many moments of blowing my voice out, and many recordings
where I wrote, produced, and musically performed original songs very well, but then had
sub-par vocal tracks on top of them. It took me until I was thirty-six years old to finally
vocally humble myself! I found this dude named Ken Tamplin on youtube that really
knew how to sing in the hard rock style I wanted to learn, and I began taking vocal
lessons from his videos, and eventually got his entire program. Guess what happened?
I learned how to sing better. Regrets don’t do any good, but man, if I would’ve known
then what I know now!

I came to Christ out of agnosticism when I was twenty years old. In the early days of my
faith I tried to teach myself scriptures on my own. I went at it really hard and really
enthusiastically, but often had great zeal and terrible interpretive skills. Eventually, I got
into seminary classes. I placed myself underneath pastors and teachers that knew
scripture much better than me. I met weekly with a missionary who was years older than
me, knew the Word well and lived it out. I grew and grew in understanding of scripture.
Regrets don’t do any good, but man, if I would’ve known then what I know now!

When the racial unrest of 2020 came to a head I found myself as a white dude that grew
up in the suburbs, but did ministry in the city. I was connected to the black community
and the black church through many different avenues, but seriously lacked knowledge
of how my brothers and sisters of color really felt. I dug in deep, watched every
documentary, read every book, and listened to every podcast and audiobook I could get
my hands on about the subject. As I was growing in knowledge and understanding
about how my black friends really felt, I bounced the ideas and concepts I was wrestling
with off of my black and brown friends in conversation over meals, walks, coffees, and
occasional beers. I grew in my understanding of the race issue, as I watched so many
of my white friends persist in resisting to understand the black perspective. Regrets
don’t do any good, but man, if I would’ve known then what I know now!

I struggled with anger from the time of being nine years old up until thirty nine years old.
I couldn’t get past it. I did everything I could to try and change it- scripture reading,
prayer, getting good rest, exercising, eating well, being extremely careful to moderate
caffeine, asking my pentecostal friends to pray it out of me, continually repenting before
God, trusted friends, my wife and my kids, and even publicly before the community of
faith I was leading. Nothing worked. My kids would get into fights with each other,
something in me would be triggered, and I would very quickly blow a fuse and yell at
them. I just didn’t get why it wouldn’t stop happening.



So eventually the Lord, and my wife’s counsel, led me to engage in trauma therapy.

And the Lord led me to a Jesus adoring trauma therapist who had also struggled with
anger in his past and found tremendous healing. While in therapy, I uncovered the fact
that in some early formative years, ages 9-13, my parents had repeatedly gotten in
intense fights, and had never processed through that with me or apologized for it. I had
internalized those things in the closet of my mind (prefrontal cortex), and it had resulted
in some PTSD symptoms that I had struggled with, unbenounced to me, for thirty years.
Through this therapy, I was led to invite Jesus into those memories through guided
prayer & EMDR, and reprocessed those memories. For the past few years my anger
responses have ceased, and my wife, my kids, my close friends, and many in my
Church community have remarked that I have changed a lot. Regrets don’t do any
good, but man, if I would’ve known then what I know now!

None of these things would have happened if I had approached them like I did my ski
club and playing drums!

The Lord is constantly doing a work in all of us who love Him to move towards genuine
humility. It’s a thing that’s unfortunately wildly rare, not only in our culture and world, but
also amidst the people who call on the name of Jesus. But disciples of Christ will be led
on a journey of sanctification that will result in a renouncing of pride, a renouncing of
religious arrogance, and a renouncing of doctrinal know-it-all ism. A gradual experience
of Christ living more and more in us is a promise. Also the old, dead person we were is
guaranteed to gradually die more and more, and be plunged into silence and the
thoughts and voice of Christ in us by the power of the Spirit takes over to lead us in a
heavenly path!

But we must be teachable to the Lord, and teachable to those He puts in our midst to
help us.

In Romans 11:33–36 Paul presents a doxology about God’s wisdom using two
quotations from the OT:

● Isaiah 40:13-14:

13 Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord,
or who gave him counsel?
14 Who did he consult?
Who gave him understanding



and taught him the paths of justice?
Who taught him knowledge
and showed him the way of understanding?

● And Job 41:11:

Who confronted me, that I should repay him?
Everything under heaven belongs to me.

Both quotations celebrate God’s exalted status and wisdom over His creatures. The
creatures must remain dependent on the Creator. They have no right to assume His role
as Creator or judge; they do not even have anything to offer God that He might need. In
light of His greatness, all humanity must recognize His mercy, which He demonstrated
by offering Christ so that all who believe may be saved.1

Paul writes;

33 Oh, the depth of the riches
and the wisdom and the knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments
and untraceable his ways!
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?
35 And who has ever given to God,
that he should be repaid?,

36 For from him and through him
and to him are all things.
To him be the glory forever. Amen. (Ro 11:33–36)

Romans 11:33-36 was a climactic text. Paul had ended his discussion on the revelation
of God’s righteousness in His sovereign choice, and he burst forth in a doxology of
praise to God. He exclaimed, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and the
knowledge of God!” The plan of God for the salvation of all people demonstrated God’s
infinite knowledge and His ability to use it wisely. God had revealed some of His
“judgments and His ways” so that people would know them, but it was humanly
impossible to exhaust them.2

2 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 486–487). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

1 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 11:33–36). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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Paul concluded his review of Israel’s past, present and future with a hymn of praise to
the God whose ways are beyond our understanding and criticism. God’s wisdom and
knowledge (33) referred particularly to the revelation of his purposes in Christ (Eph. 3:5,
10; Col. 2:3). These purposes, as Paul had shown in chs. 9–11, were being worked out
in the context of a historical process involving both Jews and Gentiles. We may not
understand every detail of that plan, and we may even be tempted to quarrel with some
parts of it, but, as Paul reminds us with the OT quotations in vs 34–35 (Is. 40:13 and Jb.
41:11a), any criticism from us, who are mere mortals, was completely out of place. For
God is the source (from him), sustainer (through him) and goal (to him) of everything.
Confronted with this sovereign and wise God, our response by the power of the Spirit
can be akin to Paul’s: To him be the glory for ever!3

Whether in regard to the plan of God to harden many of those in Israel to the Messiah
and subsequently draw many Gentiles to faith and repentance, or in regard to the way
we see God working things out in our own midst, we must humble ourselves to Him.
After all, He is our creator, He is our sustainer, He lives outside of time in eternity, He is
holy, He is perfect, He is just, He is completely loving and compassionate, and He cares
for us!

So when we’re tempted, as we often will be, to take matters into our own hands, and
assess our job situation, financial situation, family troubles, internal struggles, and
personal habits in our own strength, we need to realize that it's always better to fully put
those things into the hands of almighty God. Why? He simply knows better!

He knows how to guide you spiritually, habitually, politically and theologically better than
you could ever guide yourself!

He knows how to steward your mental, emotional, financial, and physical health better
than you ever could!

Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Col. 1:27)

Are you trying, in your own strength, to attain Him, or are you allowing Him to obtain
you? He wants to fill every part of you, and by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in you
and make your decisions, to guide your paths, and to fill your mouth with words. Why
continue on in your own strength when His strength is stronger?

God is the sole Designer of His wise plan. No one knows His mind or gives Him advice.
God is indeed the Sovereign of all things, the One to whom all creatures are
accountable and whom all should glorify. He is under no obligation to repay anyone, for

3 Moo, D. J. (1994). Romans. In D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New
Bible commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., pp. 1149–1150). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL:
Inter-Varsity Press.
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no one has ever given Him anything. Paul concluded, For from Him and through Him
and to Him are all things. God is the first Cause, the effective Cause, and the final
Cause of everything. His deep ways are beyond people’s discovering (Rom. 11:33);
beyond people’s knowing (v. 34a), beyond people’s counseling (v. 34b), and beyond
people’s giving (v. 35). “All things” come from Him and by means of Him (John 1:3; Col.
1:16a; Rev. 4:11) and are for Him and His glory (Col. 1:16b). Therefore, To Him be the
glory forever! Amen (cf. Rom. 15:6; 16:27; 1 Peter 4:11; Rev. 5:12–13). God is the only
proper One to magnify (1 Cor. 1:31). The all-sovereign God deserves the praise of all
His creatures.4

And scriptures testify of Christ Himself, the Son of God and Son of Man:

3 All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that
has been created. 4 In him was life,, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines
in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it. (Jn 1:3–5)

  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For everything
was created by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through him
and for him. 17 He is before all things, and by him all things hold together. 18 He is also
the head of the body, the Church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For God was pleased to have all
his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile everything to himself, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross., (Col 1:15–20)

Therefore what is our response to all this sovereign power? “As it is written: Let the one
who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Co 1:31)

Why are we so constantly prone to boast in ourselves? In our accomplishments? In our
abilities? In our determination? In our grit? In our personalities? In our knowledge? In
our perceived humility? In the eyes of heaven, that’s as ridiculous as my eleven year
self boasting in my ability to ski, to the point of thrusting myself down a hill before
understanding my lack of ability to navigate it!

And we who call on Christ too boast in our prayer life, our scripture reading, our ability
to hear from the Spirit, our fasting, our dedication, our doctrine, our politics, and our own
righteousness…

4 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 486–487). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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Do we not see that God is continually, perpetually worthy of ALL our praise. None of it
needs to be wasted on ourselves!

The Christ follower can give God the glory forever because God is in control of all things
which are ultimately from him and through him and to him (Paul sees this as the
personal activity and ultimacy of the divine family [cf. 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16–17], not as
some impersonal force of nature, as in the pantheistic Stoicism of his day). Thus it is
clear that Paul believes in the absolute God who controls the course of history and will
faithfully bring it to an ultimate conclusion in salvation and judgment.5

8 “For His thoughts are not our thoughts,
and His ways are not our ways.”

This is the Lord’s declaration.
9 “For as heaven is higher than earth,
so His ways are higher than our ways,
and His thoughts than our thoughts. (Is 55:8–9)

No matter what the perplexities of life (again, whether the difficulties of understanding
the Israelites relation to God that Paul wrestles with in Romans 9-11, or in our own
difficulties of understanding His plan for us), God is to be praised in it all. As humans,
we are unable fully to comprehend either the mind of God or the enigmas of life. In the
end, all we can do is bow in submission to him as Lord and give him our praise.6

Questioning, stalling, and challenging our Creator is something all of us will inevitably
do. We can’t help, especially in difficult seasons of life, to do so. But in the ultimate
sense this is futility. Ultimately we’re talking to the giver and sustainer of our very lives,
and the Creator of the Universe. He’s got it.

He’s got your marriage. He’s got your future. He’s got your job. He’s got you.
As the African Spiritual goes;

He's got the whole world in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands.
He's got the wind and the rain in His hands,
He's got the sun and the moon in His hands,
He's got the little bitty baby in His hands,
He's got you and me Brother in His hands,

6 Mohrlang, R., Gerald L. Borchert. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 14: Romans and
Galatians (p. 182-183). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.

5 Gruenler, R. G. (1995). Romans. In Evangelical Commentary on the Bible (Vol. 3, pp. 949–950). Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.
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He's got you and me Sister in His hands,
He's got everybody here in His hands,7

Additionally, face to face with the paradox of God’s sovereignty and human
responsibility, we, with Paul, can freely confess the limitations of human understanding
(11:34). But for Paul and for us, this enigma didn’t need to be an occasion for frustration
and skepticism; rather, it was cause for praise, for it reflected the profound and
unfathomable nature of God himself in all his glory—the God whose ways and thoughts
were and are as far beyond ours “as the heavens are higher than the earth” (Isa
55:8–9). The enigmas of life are rooted in the mysteries of God, which lie beyond
human understanding. He is God and we are not—and because of that we bow before
him in worship.8

As people created and saved by God—and chosen for his purposes—we are infinitely
indebted to him. Everything we have is a gift of God, and our life (physical and spiritual)
is sustained only by his grace. So the real question for us is not how to understand the
enigmas of life but how to respond to them. As people who owe him everything, we
cannot challenge God and demand answers. On the contrary, with all of our
unanswered questions, we can only bow in submission before him and give him our
praise—for he alone is the Lord, the Sovereign One, and he has ultimate authority over
all things. “All glory to him forever! Amen” (11:36). The unanswered questions no longer
seem so important when one catches a glimpse of God in all his greatness.9

One intriguing thing about Paul’s discussion of this difficult issue is his conviction that
one must take account of both God’s sovereignty and human responsibility and his
seeming acceptance of the unresolved tension between the two. Part of being human,
Paul implies, is learning to live with paradox. We must acknowledge the limitations of
human understanding and accept that we will never have all the answers—we must
learn to live with the mysteries of God. In the end, “We live by believing and not by
seeing” (2 Cor 5:7).10

Should we, and can we, seek the wisdom of God and the wisdom of the wise among us
in regard to Musical skill? Vocational skill? Recreational skill? Experiential skill?
Spirituality? Rhythms of Life? Answers to theological, political and philosophical

10 Mohrlang, R., Gerald L. Borchert. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 14: Romans and
Galatians (p. 184). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.

9 Mohrlang, R., Gerald L. Borchert. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 14: Romans and
Galatians (p. 183). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.

8 Mohrlang, R., Gerald L. Borchert. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 14: Romans and
Galatians (p. 183). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.

7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/He%27s_Got_the_Whole_World_in_His_Hands
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questions of ages past and present? Mental, Emotional, Biological, Physical and
Psychological Health? Yes!

And in it all may we pursue the humility and wisdom that Christ in us, the hope of glory,
can only produce in us! May we praise the holy Name of Jesus in all our pursuits, and
seek His face in them all! May we bless all the people we encounter with the blessings
that He pours into us! He is worthy of all our praise! He has come, He has risen, He will
come again! Amen!


