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Supplemental Notes 
Lesson 20: The Already (Revelation 1-7) 
 
A War in Ezekiel 
 
As we seek to determine how end-times events relate to each other, we should take a little 
excursion back into the Old Testament at this point and examine some details pertaining to a 
military conflict that is determined by many scholars to be an unfulfilled future prophecy. This 
is often referred to as the “Gog-Magog War” and is found in Ezekiel 38 and 39. It involves 
several nations that do not immediately border Israel forming a coalition to attack her. A 
common list of nations involved (using their modern-day names) includes: Russia, Iran, 
Ukraine, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Sudan, Kenya, Somalia, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, 
Turkey, Germany, Armenia, and some of the Baltic countries.1 
 
The Ezekiel 38-39 Gog-Magog conflict can be connected to Revelation events in at 
least three ways. 
 
The term “that day” is used often in Ezekiel 38-39.  Often in the prophets, this term is a direct 
reference to the Day of the Lord (a period of judgment before Christ returns).  Remember 
that we already connected Joel 2:31 to the sixth Seal of Revelation. Since it uses the same 
“day of the Lord” terminology, it forms a link between Revelation 6:12 and Ezekiel 38-39 with 
its many “that day” references. 
 

The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome 
day of the Lord comes.  Joel 2:31 

 
So Joel matches the sixth Seal and says that this happens just prior to the onset of 
the Day of the Lord, and then Ezekiel 38-39 say that the Gog-Magog war is part of 
the Day of the Lord. 
 
The description in Ezekiel 38:20 is very similar to the description of the sixth Seal, with a few 
additional details in each location. Compare the two: 
 

The fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping 
things that creep on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the earth, shall 
quake at my presence. And the mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, and 
every wall shall tumble to the ground.  Ezekiel 38:20 

 
The sky vanished like a scroll that had been rolled up, and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and 
the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and 
among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide 
us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for 
the great day of their wrath has come and who can stand?”  Revelation 6:14-17 

 
1 I am aware that there is no scholarly consensus for this list (and I have skepticism myself, especially whether 
Russia should be considered the main player, as is often portrayed)), but the differences of opinion do not affect 
our discussion or the fact that the nations of the Ezekiel 38-39 coalition are not Israel’s immediate neighbors. 



Supplemental Notes  Supplemental Notes Lesson 20: The Already 
 
 

 
 
 

505 

The important common factor is that all the people who are on the face of the earth are afraid 
of God, as well as the commonality about cliffs and rocks are falling. 
 
In Ezekiel 38, one of the methods God uses to destroy the invading armies is with “hailstones, 
fire and sulfur” (verse 22). The first Trumpet, which follows closely on the heels of the sixth 
Seal, involves “hail and fire mixed with blood.” It is feasible that both the sixth Seal and the 
first Trumpet would take place within the time parameters of the Gog-Magog conflict, and 
even that God would use the first Trumpet events to end the war. 
 
Here are a couple of comparison charts so you can see where the details overlap. 
 

 Revelation 6 
Sixth Seal 

Joel 2 
Day of the 
Lord 

Ezek. 38-39 
Gog/Magog 

Sun turns black X X  
Blood-red moon X X  
Stars fall from the sky X   
Sky vanishes X   
Mountains and islands moved X  X 

“Day of Wrath,” “Day of the Lord,” or 
“That Day of which I have spoken” X X X 

Every person is afraid X  X 

Great Earthquake X  X 
Mention of salvation for some X X  
    

 Revelation 8 
1st Trumpet 

Joel 2 
Day of the 
Lord 

Ezek. 38-39 
Gog/Magog 

Hail X  X 
Fire X X X 
Blood X X  
Rain   X 
Sulfur   X 

 
Time Clues 
 
Because we have shown the similarities in wording between the Gog-Magog War and the sixth 
Seal, which we have also deduced is likely to coincide with the Rapture, it will interest us to 
see what other time clues can be found within Ezekiel 38-39 to determine when this might 
happen.2 
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After many days you will be mustered. In the latter years you will go against the land that is 
restored from war, the land whose people were gathered from many peoples upon the 
mountains of Israel, which had been a continual waste. Its people were brought out from 
the peoples and now dwell securely, all of them. You will advance, coming on like a storm. 
You will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your hordes, and many peoples with 
you.  Ezekiel 38:8-9 

 
Verse 8 specifies that it will be in the “latter years,” which often means the last years of this 
era just prior to the return of Christ (but it is sometimes used of the entire Church Age). 
 
It also says that they are going against a land that is restored from war. Since we know from 
the rest of the verse that it’s Israel they’re attacking, we conclude that Israel has to be 
recovered from a recent war.  It specifies that these people have been gathered from many 
peoples and that they live in a place that had been a continual waste, but by implication is not 
in this condition anymore.  
 
But then it says that they now dwell securely—all of them.  Some argue that this describes 
them now because of their powerful military might and the way God has restored and 
miraculously protected the nation through various conflicts since 1948.  I lean toward the 
opinion that conditions are not yet in place for this invasion because Israel is still clearly under 
constant threat from her enemies. 
 

You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you and many 
peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army.   
Ezekiel 38:15. 

 
This verse tells us that the armies come in riding on horses.  Perhaps that is the only way 
Ezekiel knew how to describe the vehicles of modern warfare, or maybe something has to 
happen to cause the world to go back to riding horses instead of driving machinery. Or maybe 
these invading countries like to have their armies riding horses for some reason. In any case, 
this is obviously different from what we would expect in modern times. 
 

Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and make fires of the weapons and 
burn them, shields and bucklers, bow and arrows, clubs and spears; and they will make fires 
of them for seven years, so that they will not need to take wood out of the field or cut down 
any out of the forests for they will make fires of their weapons.  Ezekiel 39:9-10 

 
If the weapons are going to be burned for seven years and this war hasn’t happened yet, 
then there have to be at least seven years left before Christ’s return as King. I find it curious 
that the weapons mentioned are being burned as fuel, as this is also unexpected in modern 
times. Armies use guns and tanks and body armor, not burnable arrows, clubs, and spears. 
Something is still obscured here, but could be explained by the global upheaval that takes 
place in conjunction with the sixth Seal at one point during this conflict. Perhaps modern 

 
2 Does this mean I’m breaking a rule when I try to figure out when the Rapture will happen? Even if you choose to 
interpret Matthew 24:36 as pertaining to the Rapture (which I do not), you don’t need to worry because I will not 
even approach trying to determine the day or the hour of the Rapture (or the month or year, for that matter). We’re 
just looking at how prophesied events might fit together. Even if this is correct and it turns out that we see all future 
events lining up exactly as is suggested here, we still would not be able to determine the day or hour. 
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methods of warfare will be disabled.  
 
The next time clue fits more neatly through a modern lens: 
 

They will set apart men to travel through the land regularly and bury those travelers 
remaining on the face of the land, so as to cleanse it. At the end of seven months they will 
make their search. And when these travel through the land and anyone sees a human bone, 
then he shall set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog.  
Ezekiel 39:14-15 

 
It looks like they’re unwilling to touch the remains of the dead and that special teams go out 
to do it. Radioactivity? 
 
A final timing clue is the frequent usage of the phrase “that day,” which is often used of the 
Day of the Lord (the time period in which God’s wrath is poured out on the earth).  
 

But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of Israel, declares the Lord 
God, my wrath will be roused in my anger.  Ezekiel 38:18 

 
This verse is followed by the description we saw earlier of the great earthquake, the 
mountains and cliffs being thrown down, and all the people on earth quaking in the presence 
of God—very similar to the description of the sixth Seal in Revelation.  
 
Ezekiel gets quite direct about this conflict being associated with the big day that has been 
previously prophesied about: 
 

Behold, it is coming and it will be brought about, declares the Lord God. That is the day of 
which I have spoken.  Ezekiel 39:8 

 
 
A Simultaneous Invasion? 
 
We haven’t looked yet at verses 10-13 of Ezekiel 38: 
 

Thus says the Lord God: “On that day, thoughts will come into your mind, and you will 
devise an evil scheme and say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villages. I will fall 
upon the quiet people who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having no 
bars or gates,’ to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against the waste 
places that are now inhabited, and the people who were gathered from the nations, who 
have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the earth. Sheba and Dedan 
and the merchants of Tarshish and all its leaders will say to you, ‘Have you come to seize 
spoil? Have you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to 
take away livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?’” 
 

Some think this could be describing an invasion that happens simultaneously with Gog’s 
attempted invasion of Israel, since it doesn’t seem to be the same one. This usage of “on that 
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day” in verse 10 could be read “at the same time.”3 Here’s how the KJV translates it:   
 

Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come 
into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought.  Ezekiel 38:10 KJV 

 
So at the same time that Gog is leading a coalition down to attack Israel, he’s got 
something else on his mind, too. 
 
This same verse tells us that this scheme is devised because of thoughts coming into Gog’s 
mind, and the thoughts are specifically called “evil.”  This seems to be different than the 
invasion of Israel, because that plan is clearly a result of God’s drawing them for the sake of 
His name: 
 

You will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter days I 
will bring you against my land, that the nations may know me, when through you, O Gog, I 
vindicate my holiness before their eyes.  Ezekiel 38:16   

 
God’s drawing of Gog toward Israel cannot be described as an “evil thought” because God 
doesn’t do anything evil, so the evil thought coming into Gog’s mind must be something 
different. 
 
The world seems very perplexed as to why this secondary invasion is happening. 
  

Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all its leaders will say to you, “Have 
you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away 
silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?” Ezekiel 38:13 

 
If Israel gets invaded, nobody is going to ask whether they’ve done it because they want to 
get rich.  Many nations have been threatening to annihilate them for years just because they 
are Jews. 
  
God tends to refer to Israel as “my land” and “my people,” which He does not do at all in his 
description of this nation in Ezekiel 38:10-13.  
 
The land mentioned is known as a land of unwalled villages, a quiet people who dwell 
securely, a people having lots of livestock and goods, a land located at the “center of the 
earth” (where the power lies?), and a people who have been gathered from the nations. 
Prophecy teachers often say that the United States cannot be found in end-times prophecy, 
but it sounds to me like this could be it.4 An invasion slightly prior to the Tribulation would 
also explain why the United States doesn’t play a larger role in prophesied events. This is not 
intended to raise fear about this possibility, but IF our country should experience a surprise 
attack from a coalition of European and Asian nations and IF this coincides with an attack on 

 
3 When you consider several English translations of this verse, it really appears that something is entering Gog’s 
mind in addition to the invasion of Israel that is being described. 
4 The main weakness of my proposition that this section of Ezekiel 38 is talking about the simultaneous invasion of 
a different nation is that the phrase “center of the earth” is always used of Jerusalem in the Bible, as this is the way 
Israelites understood things in a cosmic sense. Like I said, there doesn’t seem to be a system that works out every 
detail without problems! 
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Israel, we would have a good indication that we are near to the onset of the Day of the Lord. 
Of course, there are other nations that could fit the description, too, so any surprise attack on 
a nation coinciding with an attack on Israel would be of interest. Once again, each generation 
has reasons to believe that end-times events will come upon them suddenly, so if we are not 
living in that time, this description will probably better fit a different nation in the future. 
 
To summarize, I do not believe the Ezekiel 38-39 war involving Gog from the land of Magog 
has happened yet.  Because the bordering nations of Israel are not involved and because 
Israel seems to be dwelling in relative peace in the chapter, the conditions of this war do not 
seem to be exactly in place.  
 
The best explanation that I have seen for Israel’s condition of safety at the onset of the 
Gog/Magog war is that another conflict takes place first, with an undetermined length of time 
between the two.   
 
Isaiah 17 Conflict 
 
We find another likely-unfulfilled prophecy of war in Isaiah 17. The main city of Syria is 
Damascus. Damascus happens to be the oldest continuously inhabited city on earth, and has 
never been fully destroyed.   
 

An oracle concerning Damascus: Behold, Damascus will cease to be a city and will become a 
heap of ruins.  Isaiah 17:1 

 
At evening time, behold, terror! Before morning, they are no more! This is the portion of 
those who loot us, and the lot of those who plunder us.  Isaiah 17:14 

 
This says that Damascus will cease to be a city, and that this destruction will happen very 
swiftly… in the timespan of a night. It would have been impossible to destroy such a vast city 
in one night with methods of ancient warfare, but certainly not impossible in modern times. 
As always, one must question whether the idea that it happens all in one night is meant to be 
taken literally or is figurative language for a great disaster. 
 
It’s clear from verses 4-6 that Israel is severely damaged by the attack. A remnant remains, 
but there is loss: 
 

And in that day the glory of Jacob will be brought low, and the fat of his flesh will grow lean. 
And it shall be as when the reaper gathers standing grain and his arm harvests the ears, and 
as when one gleans the ears of grain in the Valley of Rephaim. Gleanings will be left in it, as 
when an olive tree is beaten—two or three berries in the top of the highest bough, four or 
five on the branches of a fruit tree, declares the Lord God of Israel. In that day man will look 
to his Maker, and his eyes will look on the Holy One of Israel.  Isaiah 17:4-7 

 
Psalm 83 is also often considered to be unfulfilled prophecy, and it names the lands 
immediately surrounding Israel.  They’re many of the ones that are missing from the Ezekiel 
38-39 list. Significant among these names is Asshur, which is Assyria, much of which is  
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modern-day Syria. This leads to the conclusion that Psalm 83 and Isaiah 17 are describing the 
same conflict.5 
 
Remember that at the outset of the Ezekiel 38-39 invasion, Israel is recovering from war and 
is living securely.  Then these other nations attack in an attempt to plunder them. The idea is 
that the Isaiah 17/Psalm 83 war between Israel and her immediate neighbors happens first, 
then sets up the Ezekiel 38-39 invasion. A peace treaty would be signed after Damascus is 
destroyed, which leads Israel to believe that they are finally secure so conditions are as 
described in Ezekiel.  
 
The chart below shows the order, but the time distances between items are not intended to 
be to scale! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
5 This is a greatly simplified summary, mostly to make you aware of a “hot topic” in prophecy these days. Others 
have rebutted these ideas, with some scholars believing these wars were fulfilled at various times in the past. The 
leading proponent in our day of Isaiah 17/Psalm 83 as a set-up to the Gog-Magog war is Bill Salus, author of 
Israelestine—a pop-Christian prophecy book without a lot of scholarly backing. It’s still worthwhile to compare the 
texts with each other! 
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Further Investigation/Resources 
 
I first read the reconciliation of the Pre-Trib Rapture with the sixth Seal Rapture (plus the 
correlation with the Gog-Magog war) in this excellent book by Peter Goodgame. It was a huge 
relief to me when I found it because it was the only explanation I had seen that did not leave 
especially troubling holes or inconsistencies. It gave me confidence that prophecy can make 
sense and inspired me to keep learning. Mr. Goodgame has removed it from publication 
because he has changed his position about Israel’s role in the end-times, therefore he no 
longer agrees with some of the statements he made in the book about Israel. However, this 
does not negate the value of the Scriptural connections he makes throughout. 
 
Goodgame, Peter. Red Moon Rising: The Rapture and the Timing of the Apocalypse. Xulon 
Press, 2005. The book can be read online free at: 
http://www.redmoonrising.com/RMRbook/contents.htm  
 
Peter Goodgame’s shorter article “Perfecting the Pre-Trib Rapture” summarizes the content of 
the book: http://www.redmoonrising.com/mult-trib.htm 
 
Lowe, David, Earthquake Resurrection, Lulu.com, 2005.   
Lowe, David, Then His Voice Shook the Earth, Lulu.com, 2012. 
 
 
 
 


