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Choose You This Day 
Lesson 24: Time to Choose 
 
Objectives 
 

• Gain some important perspectives about how to live with your new knowledge in the 
real world, balancing grace and truth. 

• See the pattern of interaction between God and Satan throughout history. 
• Be assured that God will win! 
• Compare the way Satan treats humans with the way God does. 

 
We’ve covered a lot of ground in the last twenty lessons. We’ve taken big-picture looks at 
God’s plan for humanity and at His enemies’ strategies for destroying us. We’ve been amazed 
by God’s mercy and brilliance and patience. Perhaps we’ve been surprised by some of the 
ways the devil and his forces have infiltrated our world, yet we’ve seen that it’s really all the 
same set of tricks that they’ve been using all along.  
 
You probably wouldn’t have stuck with this study for so long if you weren’t tracking with me 
to some degree, even if you have your own ideas on some of the details we’ve discussed 
along the way. So maybe it doesn’t seem like there’s much of a choice to make at this point. 
After all that we’ve learned, whose side are you on? Do you choose allegiance to Yahweh, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the Creator of all things? Or will you default to siding with 
His adversaries? Let’s talk about how your new knowledge may affect your real life, and then 
do some reviewing as we consider which entity is deserving of our loyalty and devotion. 
 
 
How to Live with Open Eyes 
 
Several spiritual challenges are likely to arise as a result of the information you have learned. 
Even as we have been strengthened in our faith and have gained confidence in our position in 
Christ, we will have ongoing work to do as we determine how it looks to live in our world as 
changed people—especially when those around us stay the same. 
 
“Everyone Who Doesn’t Know This Is Less Spiritual Than Me” 
 
A very real temptation that we will face is to feel a measure of spiritual superiority now that 
our “eyes have been opened.” You will certainly notice many things you never saw before, but 
you must remember that this does not mean you are more spiritual than people who don’t 
see what you see. It means you have more knowledge in this particular area. Whether you 
become closer to God as a result of this knowledge is a different story. Be alert to the 
propensity we all have for knowledge to become a seedbed for pride. The things we have 
learned about God should drive us to worship Him, and the things we have learned about the 
devil should drive us to a desperation for God.  
 
God has a different journey for each of His children. Make sure your journey is between you 
and God. It will be natural for you to want others to understand what you now know. Who 
doesn’t want to share the things that have been a blessing to them? It’s true that some 
people who aren’t receptive are spiritually immature or unwilling to grow, but it’s also true 
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that there is more than one pathway toward maturity. Let’s agree not to speak negatively 
about “all those people who are asleep in the pews.” It’s easy to make generalizations like 
that which make us feel better about ourselves by comparison, but those attitudes do not 
promote unity in the Body and they do not account for how much God loves His people with 
all their variety. If you are given an opportunity to share what you have learned, great. But do 
not become self-righteous. Realize that God has graciously given you a gift and this should be 
used to strengthen the Body, not raise you up over it—even in your own mind. 
 
Should I Say Something When I Notice It? 
 
You will surely develop a burden inside of you when you notice the things we’ve talked about 
in this class intersecting with your world. You’ll see aliens presented as saviors in a movie. 
You’ll pass a Freemason lodge and notice the symbols. Or you’ll notice one of these symbols 
in your own church! What should you do in those situations? 
 
There is no straightforward answer. Shouldn’t we get the word out so people aren’t deceived 
by these things? I actually lean more on the side of being cautious with how much to share. 
This course has been carefully crafted to introduce each subject to you gradually and with the 
supporting context to be able to understand the significance and purpose of the topics. You 
have had the benefit of more than twenty lengthy lectures and a guide to take you through 
the applicable Scripture passages. You’ve been able to ask your questions and process with 
others.  
 
Now imagine that you had none of that and someone just threw out random information. 
“Satan’s name isn’t really Lucifer.” “God has a family of divine beings and some of them came 
down and had children with human women.” “There’s a group of bankers trying to control the 
whole world.” Without any background or biblical context, these statements would be 
interpreted in ways that are inaccurate and unhelpful. They may seem threatening, crazy, or 
just paranoid. Everyone has their own level of readiness to receive new information, and 
when we blast people with things they are not ready for, it won’t do them any good and it 
could do harm to our relationship with them. People have a propensity to unload information 
for our own benefit—to make us look intelligent or just to get it off our chest. Very often our 
silence will be the most loving action. 
 
When it comes to unbelievers, I don’t see any good that would come out of trying to make 
them aware that their behaviors involve occult practices. Of course they do! Why would we 
expect anything different from people who have no allegiance to the true God? However,  
knowledge about things like the banking system and the alien agenda can provide open 
doorways of conversation. It may surprise them that the Bible speaks into what’s going on in 
the world. But that’s different from trying to point out the errors of their ways. The Holy Spirit 
inside a person is the only way to make lasting changes. 
 
So what about when we notice that Christians are caught up in questionable things? There is 
no one-size-fits-all answer about whether we should speak up or not. Let’s consider a few 
principles. 
 
If someone directly asks your opinion or advice about these things, that’s a great time to 
share what you’ve learned! Always balance grace and truth. Speak the truth in love (Ephesians 
4:15). Truth delivered with a judgmental tone does not have the effects we desire. 
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If you have a close relationship with someone and you are concerned about the things they 
are involved with, it would be appropriate to start a conversation about it. Don’t expect to be 
able to give a thorough communication of your viewpoint in just a minute or two, and don’t 
do it in writing, especially with no surrounding context. If it’s worth saying, it’s worth making 
an opportunity to talk in person so they can see your love for them on your face. Even though 
there are times that raising these concerns is the right thing to do, prepare to be 
misunderstood. It goes without saying that you should be prepared through prayer and 
fasting if you have something serious to address with a close friend or family member. 
 
Recognize the difference between close friends and Facebook-only friends or other types of 
occasional acquaintances. I regularly see things posted on Facebook that cause me grief and 
frustration. I’ve seen Christian friends that I truly admire promoting pagan-background 
coloring books, new age devotional materials, occult-themed jewelry charms, and violent or 
sexually explicit movies. I’ve seen them publicly endorse godless politicians and mourn 
deceased recording artists whose lyrics could be easily classified as Satanic. If I were to give 
public correction to each of these occurrences, I would quickly gain a reputation for being 
judgmental, self-righteous, and joyless—even if every single thing I said was true and I 
backed it up with Scripture. This is not a way to get people to want to learn more. Does this 
make me unwilling to “stand for Jesus?” No—it means that I’m understanding that a public 
confrontation would be embarrassing to them and would be misunderstood by most readers. 
There are situations where it may be appropriate to send a private message or find someone 
in person to discuss a matter, but there are also times where this is not your battle. These 
choices are symptoms of other deceptions and not the problems themselves.  
 
Even if you choose to say nothing when you see things like this, remember that you still have 
another choice to make that brings us back around to our first point: Will you be prideful 
about how much you know and how much better you are than these other Christians, or will 
you remember that you were once ignorant of these matters, too? Do not try to make an 
assessment of someone’s overall spirituality or the genuineness of their walk with God by the 
things they unwittingly endorse. It’s not usually black and white. It’s reasonable for them to 
see the beauty of a charm bracelet without realizing the meaning of the symbols. It’s 
reasonable for them to find meaning in an artist’s lyrics without considering the other things 
he or she may have sung about. It’s understandable that they would endorse a political 
candidate for the areas in which his or her positions agree with their own, while minimizing 
the ways in which they don’t.  
 
Let’s pray for the Church, that we may not be lukewarm or divided in our loyalties. Let’s ask 
God to give others the same joy we have found as we reject the things that might indicate 
allegiance to other gods and learn ways to glorify His name that we had never thought about 
before. But let us not adopt self-righteous attitudes and be puffed up with knowledge.  
 
 
The Cosmic Chess Match 
 
We began our study with a tour of the entire Bible, specifically looking at God’s promise of the 
Messiah to Eve and how He brought that to fulfillment. To finish up, we’re going to go back to 
the beginning and make our way through human history again. This time we’ll think in terms 
of a chess match. Even though God is all-powerful and doesn’t need to engage in any kind of 
give-and-take, He has shown that He allows His creatures to act in ways that actually have 
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meaning. Since the very beginning of Satan’s rebellion, God has allowed the devil to “take his 
turn” in the chess match, and has even allowed it to look at times like Satan may be winning. 
But God can see the whole match at once and has only allowed the moves that will bring 
events toward their ultimate conclusion: God’s victory, Satan’s defeat, and the restoration of 
all things.1 
 
The Fall 
 
In the beginning, God created a man and a woman. He wanted to have a relationship with 
them. He wanted true fellowship. He wanted to expand His love, to display it to more than 
was possible among the members of the Trinity. He wanted to live in His creation and have  a 
sense of oneness with his human children. 
 
Satan did not want God to get what He wanted through these humans. He lied to them and 
told them that if they disobeyed God’s command they would become god-like and have 
special knowledge. When they sinned, they died spiritually and were doomed to physical 
death—a weapon that Satan, as the one responsible for leading them astray, would wield 
against them at every opportunity. 
 
God knew his beloved man and woman were ashamed and discouraged. At their lowest point, 
even as He chastened them, He offered them a promise. One day the curse would be undone, 
and it would happen through this very couple. God would not kill them and start over with 
new ones. He would send a deliverer through the seed of this woman, preserving her line 
until Satan’s defeat was accomplished. 
 
Preventing the Promise 
 
Of course, Satan knew he must prevent his own destruction. The most obvious course of 
action was to prevent God’s promise from being fulfilled. If his destroyer would come from the 
biological line of the woman, then he must interfere and make sure her descendants would 
not participate in God’s plan. When one of her two sons was obedient and cooperative with 
God, Satan stirred up anger and jealousy in his older brother. How did Cain even know how 
to kill another human being? Who put those ideas in his mind? Satan was right there, 
“crouching at the door” tempting him to sin.  
 
With the obedient son eliminated and the other corrupted, it looked as though God was 
defeated. But the God who gives life granted life again. The woman conceived and gave birth 
to a son, Seth, who would pass the knowledge of the True God on to his son, who would pass 
it to his, on down the line. 
 
Now that God’s ways were passed on through the line of Seth and this knowledge established 
into the fifth generation from Adam,2 more drastic measures would need to be taken. Several 
members of God’s own divine family left their rightful place in the spiritual dimension and 
manifested on earth as powerful men, taking human wives and fathering hybrid children 
that grew to be ferocious and destructive. Although we do not know Satan’s personal 

 
1  Italicized sections represent God’s actions, while regular typeface indicates the actions of His enemy(s). The 

references in the right margin are intended to be reference points. Sometimes the part of the story being 
mentioned covers more chapters and/or is found in more places than the particular chapter mentioned. 

2 The Second Temple period work called 1 Enoch records the arrival of the Watchers during the time of Jared. 
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role in the matter, we have seen the evidence that he was not the only enemy of God and 
that these sinful sons of God shared some of his goals. After more than a thousand years of 
their influence, the human race had become so corrupted that they only thought about doing 
evil—all the time. God was in check, and it appeared that check-mate was just a move away… 
 
Just when it looked like all would be lost, God did an unlikely thing. He commanded a faithful 
man to build a boat on dry land, which would be a warning to all those who saw it that 
judgment was coming. After decades of faithfully constructing the vessel and gathering 
supplies, Noah brought two of each species of animal into the ark along with his family. The 
entire earth was flooded. God preserved the offspring of His original humans, along with the 
animal life that He had created. He did not wipe everything out and start over with a blank 
slate, but He used what He had made and He kept His promise to sustain the bloodline of the 
woman. 
 
The People Choose 
 
Years passed and the earth became populated by Noah’s three sons and their offspring. Along 
the way, Satan continued to whisper the same two lies to humanity: you can become gods, 
and you can be enlightened with secret knowledge. The eight who had known what the world 
was like before the flood would have told stories of Watchers coming to earth and teaching 
mankind many useful skills. They would have described a society that was more 
advanced than what the people now experienced post-flood. What if these gods could 
be accessed again? What if they could be invited back? This would be better than being 
slaves to that “evil” God who had destroyed the world with a flood! So the people joined 
together in an attempt to build their own way to godhood. They were calling the Watchers to 
come back and making the statement that they did not want to be ruled by Yahweh. 
 
In His great wisdom, God knew that sometimes the most severe form of judgment is to give 
people what they ask for. So He gave them their gods. He split up the people of the earth into 
70 language groups and assigned each one to a member of His divine family. No longer would 
the nations of the world have direct access to God, but each would instead be under the 
stewardship of a lesser elohim. Except one nation—a new nation that God would form. 
And He stacked the deck against Himself when it came to forming this new nation. 
Instead of choosing a powerful clan living in the lush land of the Fertile Crescent, He 
chose one childless old man and stripped him of everything he had by commanding him to 
move into a foreign land where he would live in tents his entire life. When this man prospered 
as a sojourner and his barren old wife gave birth to a son, there could be no question that 
God’s hand was upon them and that He was capable of keeping the terms of His covenant. 
 
Famine 
 
The young nation grew until there were about 70 members. And it nearly ended there. This 
land that God had promised to them became dry and lifeless because of a seven-year famine 
that not only made them hungry, but also extremely vulnerable. It wouldn’t take much to 
wipe them out. 
 
The God who knows the end from the beginning was not surprised by this famine. He had 
sent His man on ahead to Egypt to prepare the way. What Joseph’s jealous brothers meant 
for evil as they sold him into slavery, God used as a means of preserving the little nation. A 
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Hebrew slave becoming Pharaoh’s right-hand man? Only God could have thought of that and 
provided Joseph with the gifts of dream-telling and leadership to pull it off! Jacob’s clan 
moved into the incubator of Egypt’s most desirable grazing land, where they would prosper 
and grow into a formidable number. 
 
Enslavement 
 
With God’s promise back on track and the greater challenge of so many potential Seed-
carriers, Satan launched a multi-pronged attack. He caused the Israelites to be enslaved by 
the Egyptians so that there would be no opportunity for them to go back to the Land where 
God had promised they would thrive. Just in case they ever got away from Egypt, though, he 
also began planting a minefield of giants in Canaan. The next step was to reduce the numbers 
of the Israelites. If all the male babies were put to death, perhaps the nation could be 
brought back down to a vulnerable size.  
 
God used even this to accomplish His purposes. Because of the threat to the male babies, one 
Israelite mother took the risk of hiding her infant son in a basket in the rushes along the Nile 
River. Perhaps she only hid him on the occasions when the Egyptian soldiers came poking 
around and she planned to go back to get him when they left, or perhaps she hoped that a 
compassionate Egyptian would find him. In any case, events took an interesting turn when 
Pharaoh’s own daughter found the child and decided to raise him as her own. Now God had 
one of His own people in the palace, learning the ways of Egypt so that he knew how to 
speak to the Pharaoh. This would come in handy years later when Moses demanded that 
Pharaoh let the people go to worship their God. Moses would have been familiar with the 
gods of Egypt and would have recognized exactly what was happening when God 
systematically defeated each one through the Ten Plagues. When Pharaoh, the “sun god” 
himself, was defeated by the death of his firstborn son and heir, the people of Israel were 
released to go worship Yahweh—with much of the wealth of Egypt in their possession for the 
building of God’s Tabernacle. 
 
As soon as Pharaoh realized that he was permanently losing his valuable slave force, he set 
out with his army to capture them. His retribution would have been severe if he had been 
successful. 
 
With His people backed up against the Red Sea and in imminent danger, God provided 
another creative water rescue! The Sea was parted into a highway and the people went 
across on dry ground. When the Egyptian army tried to follow, the Sea closed over 
them. The Israelites were now free to meet with God at Mount Sinai, where He established 
them as His Covenant people. It was another impossible situation: through his marriage to a 
cantankerous, complaining, disobedient group of people, God planned to take back all the 
nations for His own inheritance. 
 
Land Mines 
 
Even taking back God’s own ground would be a challenge, though. By the time they 
approached the Promised Land, Satan had taken advantage of the previous 400 years since 
God had promised it to Abraham. Pockets of gigantic, ferocious Nephilim dotted the 
landscape of God’s inheritance! The Israelites knew the old stories and reacted in fear, 
refusing to trust God to dispatch these ancient enemies. The adult generation was sentenced 
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to die out in the wilderness while their children grew up as wandering nomads. 
 
By the time they returned 40 years later, the nation had learned to trust God to give 
them the victory. Conquering one city at a time, they took possession of the places that 
belonged to Yahweh but had been occupied by the people of the foreign gods. Sometimes 
they completely annihilated the men, women, and children of certain groups to eliminate the 
Nephilim strains that would have always sought their destruction. Even old Caleb chose a 
Nephilim stronghold as his family inheritance, knowing that God would give him the ability to 
complete the task to which He had called him. Time after time, God granted remarkable 
success to the Israelite army as they took back the little patch of earth that He had claimed as 
his own. 
 
Failure to Obey 
 
Yet their victory was not complete because they stopped before they were finished. 
Instead of ridding the land entirely of those who worshipped false gods so that they 
would not be influenced by them, they chose to settle down and become neighbors with 
these people. Before long, they were giving their daughters in marriage to them and taking 
foreign wives themselves. It was just a small step from there to begin desiring the things that 
those gods promised. They forgot all that God had done for them and strayed from their 
Covenant to remain holy.  
 
God disciplines those He loves, so He allowed enemies to attack and persecute His people. 
When they became desperate enough, they cried out to Him for help. He raised up military 
leaders to rescue them. When they lapsed back into sin and idolatry, He allowed the 
cycle to repeat. He continually reminded His people that they belonged to Him. And in 
the middle of such a dark time, He preserved a remnant who was still faithful to His 
name. He honored the loyalty and devotion of a foreign woman by uniting her with a godly 
son of Abraham and using them to produce a family through whom kings would come. One of 
these kings would start out as a shepherd boy, singing songs of praise as he tended his 
flock—songs that welled up from the truth he had learned from his righteous parents, 
grandparents, and great-grandparents. In many ways, this king would foreshadow the coming 
Messiah. 
 
Division 
 
God’s blessing and the prosperity of David and then his son, Solomon, was too much. The 
chosen nation was thriving and had to be stopped. They were too powerful to attack militarily, 
so it would have to come from within. What could divide such a powerful kingdom? What if 
the king’s own heart were divided? God’s enemies may not have had to do much to take 
advantage of Solomon’s weak spot: a craving for beautiful women. Before long, the king’s 
heart was indeed divided—among 600 different wives! Many of these were foreigners who 
introduced the worship of their gods right into the heart of Jerusalem and her king. After he 
died, the kingdom was split in two. The northern kingdom (Israel) jumped into idolatry with 
both feet from the very beginning and never looked back. The southern kingdom (Judah) 
dabbled in idolatry and occasionally came back to God under a good ruler, but they failed to 
be a light to the nations as God intended. 
 

J
o
s
h
u
a 

J
u
d
g
e
s 

R
u
t
h  
1 
S
a
m
u
e
l 

1 
K
i
n
g
s 



Choose You This Day                                                                                                                                                               Lesson 24: Time to Choose 

 577 

Throughout this bleak time, God continued to preserve a faithful remnant. Not every 
Israelite turned to idolatry. God did not give up on the nation. He faithfully spoke to them 
through His prophets, offering opportunities for repentance and becoming more specific 
with His promises about the One who would come and bring restoration. 
 
Idolatry 
 
Wicked queen Jezebel could not allow Yahweh’s prophets to speak truth. In addition to 
inspiring her husband to make Baal the official god of the Israel, she killed God’s 
prophets so they could no longer speak against her and her religion. 
 
Again, God turned the tables. He preserved the lives of a hundred of His prophets in Israel 
through the faithfulness of his servant, Obadiah. Then it was time to make a statement. In a 
direct showdown, God allowed Himself to be pitted against Baal at Mount Carmel. Four 
hundred fifty of Baal’s prophets against one: Elijah. Impossible odds. All day, God prevented 
Baal from sending fire to light his altar. Before God had His turn, though, the deck would be 
stacked against Him even further. No one would doubt who the True God was. In the midst of 
a drought, twelve jars of precious water were poured on God’s altar in full view of the people. 
The instant Elijah made his simple request for Yahweh to show Himself, the entire altar was 
consumed by fire—stones, water, and all. All 450 prophets of Baal were seized and killed. 
 
This did not slow the steady decline of the nation, however. It was not long before the 
Assyrian army invaded and took the people of Israel away from their inheritance. The 
situation in Judah was not much better. It looked like Satan had succeeded in wiping 
out the line of David entirely and forcing God to break the promise that someone from the 
line of David would rule forever. When Ahaziah died after just one year as king, his mother, 
Athaliah, had the entire royal family of Judah killed and took the throne for herself. 
 
But in a familiar plot twist, a baby had been rescued and hidden—one who would bring the 
nation back to God. When Joash was seven years old, he was revealed by the priest who had 
raised him. Athaliah was killed, and young Joash was led by his foster father to bring reform 
to the kingdom and reparations to the Temple. Three of his descendants (Uzziah, Hezekiah, 
and Josiah) would also influence Judah to worship the True God. 
 
Captivity 
 
The steady pull towards idolatry gradually claimed Judah, however. The end finally 
came when the mighty Babylonian army swept in and took the land, forcing the people 
to move into enemy territory. The descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were no 
longer in possession of the land that God had promised would be theirs forever. There was no 
king on the throne of David. Check. 
 
What Satan meant for defeat, God meant as discipline. With the broken heart of a rejected 
husband, God loved His unfaithful wife even in her captivity. He had promised His people that 
their separation from the land would last only 70 years (Jeremiah 25:12), so He carefully 
superintended the preservation of their faith and culture in preparation for their return. 
 
As strangers in a foreign land, the people were vulnerable. This would be the perfect 
opportunity to stamp them out once and for all! Haman had the plot all worked out, 
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with the king’s seal of approval to put all the Jews to death. It was only a matter of waiting 
for the day to arrive. 
 
God had anticipated this attack, so He had already placed Esther in the palace as queen “for 
such a time as this.” God showed decisively that those who would attempt to destroy His 
people would see it come back upon their own heads. He showed further evidence that He 
had been planning ahead when a man named Cyrus decreed that the people of Judah could 
return to their land—four hundred years after He had mentioned Cyrus by name to the 
prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 44:28). 
 
Opposition 
 
The return of the people and the reclamation of their inheritance was intolerable to 
the enemy. Multiple times he sent opposition to thwart their rebuilding projects. 
 
God raised up Ezra to encourage the rebuilding of the Temple and Nehemiah to build the 
walls of Jerusalem. He was taking back His turf. His chosen people, His inheritance, would 
never again collectively and deliberately worship the false gods of the other nations. After 
reestablishing some of them in the Land, the time came for God to take a strong offensive 
strategy. Instead of allowing it to appear that He was always coming from behind, He made a 
move so bold that it would put all the powers of darkness on the alert: He became a man. It 
would soon become evident that He had been putting all His other pieces into position all 
along to accomplish a great surprise. 
 
The Seed is Born 
 
There could be no doubt that this baby born in Bethlehem must be stopped. After 
being conceived of a virgin and receiving a heavenly fanfare upon His birth, Satan 
must have known that Jesus could not be allowed to live to become King. A willing 
pawn, Herod, would do the job. A rival king’s jealousy would be the perfect force to muster 
against a helpless baby. 
 
Joseph was warned in a dream and they escaped to Egypt with the child before Herod’s 
soldiers arrived. It simply would not work to try to kill the child.  
 
Temptation 
 
Perhaps Satan thought he had been worried for nothing when so many quiet years went by 
and the would-be King trained as a student and not as a warrior. Maybe He wasn’t going to 
try to take back the kingdoms of the world after all. Maybe this wasn’t the One that had been 
promised. But then He came up out of the waters of baptism and a voice from heaven 
confirmed that this was indeed God’s Chosen One: “You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased.” This wasn’t just an ordinary man or one of God’s many elohim sons. 
This was God’s only begotten Son—His unique, one-of-a-kind Son. It was crucial now to see if 
He could be swayed from His purpose, just as Adam and Eve and the Israelites had 
succumbed. By tempting Him to create bread to satisfy His hunger, Satan hoped He would 
choose instant gratification over the long-range plan. By tempting Him to reveal His power by 
jumping off the pinnacle of the temple, Satan hoped He would show that He did not fully trust 
His Father’s plan. By offering Him the kingdoms of the world, Satan hoped to prevent Him 
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from taking them by force. It would be better to have this God-man rule the nations under 
Satan’s own authority than for Him to become King on His own and then fulfill the promise 
made to the woman. 
 
After spending 40 days in the wilderness, Jesus answered all three temptations with words 
from Deuteronomy, thus drawing an obvious contrast between Himself and Israel. He 
succeeded where Israel had failed. Instead of complaining of being hungry, He allowed the 
Father to supply His needs in His own time and in His own way. Instead of putting God to the 
test, He did not try to manipulate Him to take a certain action. Instead of bowing to a false 
god, He made it clear that only one God was worthy of worship.  
 
Attempted Murder 
 
Since Jesus could not be swayed, He must be stopped before He could become King. He had 
told the Jews that they were of their father, the devil, and that they always sought to do their 
father’s desires. Now their father planted in them the desire to kill Jesus. They tried to kill Him 
after He healed a man with a withered hand (Matthew 12:14). They tried to throw Him off a 
cliff after He gave a sermon in the synagogue (Luke 4:29). They sought to kill Him because He 
broke the Sabbath and made Himself equal with God (John 4:18). They tried to stone Him 
after He applied the covenant name of God to Himself (John 8:59). Again, they tried to stone 
Him after He claimed that He and the Father were one (John 10:31). They aggressively plotted 
His death after the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11:53). 
 
Jesus slipped away on every occasion. Then one day He revealed Himself in all His 
glory to a few of His disciples. They were up on a high mountain near Caesarea 
Philippi, which was probably Mount Hermon (the place where Enoch says the Watchers 
first came down). This was enemy territory, a place where the elohim were worshipped as 
gods. Jesus was making a statement that He would be taking this ground—and all of the 
places that had been allotted to the elohim—for Himself.  
 
Climax 
 
The gauntlet had been thrown down and Satan took the bait. The plot to take Jesus’s 
life progressed until Satan personally put the last piece in place (no leaving such an 
important job to the minions!). He himself entered into Judas and inspired him to betray 
Jesus, which led directly to His trials and condemnation. It had been a close call—that ride 
into Jerusalem on the donkey almost looked like they would make Him King and He would 
take action! But He spent His last few days at the Temple talking about things nobody could 
really understand. The Romans cooperated nicely with the Jewish plot and the so-called “King 
of the Jews” had breathed his last while branded with the curse of being hung from a tree. 
Satan was finally successful and Jesus was out of the way. Checkmate? 
 
Resurrection! Body, Bride, Family, Dwelling Place! People from every tribe, tongue, language, 
and nation reclaimed by God’s Kingdom! 
 
Desperation 
 
With no valuable pieces in play and no possibility of victory, Satan has resorted to desperation 
moves ever since. First, he tried to kill off the apostles. 
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Instead of ending the new movement, it only grew and spread out of control. 
 
Then he tried to kill the early believers through persecution.  
 
Instead of ending the new movement, it expanded to the entire known world. 
 
He tried to destroy the written Scriptures. 
 
Time and time again, God preserved and expanded the distribution of the Bible.  
 
He attacks believers in repeated attempts to deceive and distract each generation. 
 
God faithfully preserves a remnant and accomplishes His work through individuals and local 
groups of believers. 
 
As his end draws near, the persecution of the Church increases.  
 
God continues to reap a harvest from the seed of the martyrs, inspiring other believers to 
take their faith just as seriously as these faithful saints did when they gave their lives for 
Christ. 
 
Checkmate! 
 
Satan inspires global leaders to bring all things under his domination. He has managed to 
make it look like all is lost economically, politically, and morally. It probably looks similar to us 
right now as it looked to the righteous Jews in Judah just before their captivity, because we 
know our nation deserves judgment. It will seem even bleaker when God allows it to appear 
one more time as if Satan has gained the victory: when the kingdom of the antichrist 
dominates the world.  
 
God will step in and execute a decisive victory. After justly judging the nations for 
their allegiance to the false gods, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords will ride in on a 
white horse and deliver Checkmate. He will show that it was never a game at all. He 
knew ahead of time every move that would be made, and He used each event to accomplish 
His ultimate goal of creating sons and daughters that would rule and reign with Him, sharing 
His inheritance to the fullest. Victory! 
 
 
How Satan Behaves 
 
As we finish up our review, let’s be reminded of the character of Satan and the other evil 
entities that make up his kingdom. 
 
Satan’s Behavior Related to God 
 
Satan is obviously in rebellion against God. We have repeatedly emphasized three major 
characteristics of this rebellion: 
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1. When God promises something, Satan tries to thwart God’s plan and prevent Him from 
keeping His promise. 

 
2. Satan tries to imitate God. This is understandable because God is the Creator of all 

things and has very good ideas.  
 

3. His version of imitation, though, is to pervert God’s ideas. He takes what is good and 
twists it into something evil. For example, he takes God’s good gift of sex and causes 
people to use it in selfish ways. He takes God’s design of the heavens and causes 
people to associate deities with the sun, moon, and stars. He took God’s good gift of 
appetite and used it to tempt Adam and Eve to sin.  

 
Satan’s Behavior Related to Humans 
 
It’s clear that Satan hates humans and uses them in any way he can to accomplish his goals. 
We’ve talked a lot about his specific tactics, but let’s boil them down to some general 
patterns. We would do well to recognize these patterns so we can avoid participating in his 
schemes: 
 

• Satan dominates people. He does not invite them to be part of his work, he either 
forces them or tricks them with promises of power or pleasure. He uses all his power 
against people to try to get them to do what he wants. 

 
• He promises pleasure and freedom. He makes it look like sin will benefit a person 

socially, financially, or by providing some form of lasting fulfillment. In reality, though, 
he delivers death. This is the most important thing to remember as you increasingly 
encounter the idea that the Creator is not good. Look to see what Satan promises and 
what he delivers. Sexual freedom does not bring happiness; it creates splintered, 
lonely people. The pursuit of money or cheating to get more of it does not bring joy; it 
leads to an insatiable need for more. Gluttony never reaches its capacity. Power 
through domination does not give people the lasting relationships that their souls 
crave.  

 
• Satan tries to divide. He does not want strong relationships between humans. He 

seeks to leave people feeling alone in a crowd. He will do anything he can to split 
families, break up marriages, create mistrust between parents and children, foster 
unforgiveness among siblings and friends, and to keep our relationships so shallow 
that we feel alone in a crowd. He keeps us distracted with the trivial so that we don’t 
relate to each other on a meaningful level, or else he keeps us polarized on the latest 
political or social issue so that we believe even our brothers and sisters in Christ are 
our enemies.  

 
• Satan is always seeking to make us divided in spirit, suspicious and critical of one 

another, or at best rather coldly independent. The devil focuses his attention on 
making the church lose faith, lose hope and weaken in love.3 

 
• He tells lies. We’ve learned to recognize some of the most prevalent ones: 

 
3  Sparks, T. Austin. Discipline Unto Prayer. Emmanuel Bible Church. 106. 
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You can be like God or become a god. 
You can have special knowledge. 
Evil is good and good is evil. 
Satan (or “Lucifer”) is good and Yahweh is bad. 
Happiness comes through earthly pleasures. 
You shouldn’t have to suffer. 
You deserve ____________. 
Your individual rights are more important than experiencing community. 

 
 
How God Behaves 
 
Some of the ways God behaves are all the more treasured when we simply contrast Him with 
the devil: 
 

• God desires heart loyalty from humans, and therefore invites them to participate in His 
purposes. He does not use domination (either force or manipulation) to get people to 
accomplish His work. He does judge justly at times, which can look like force, but this 
is not a tactic to get His way. God’s normal behavior with humans is to invite them to 
join what He is doing and then allow them to choose whether or not to obey.4  

 
• God promises suffering and delivers joy. He couldn’t be more clear that believers 

should expect to suffer in this world (1 Peter 4:12), yet he works through that suffering 
to produce good fruit. He tells us that our present suffering is not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be revealed in us (Romans 8:18), so with Him it is all about 
having a mind set on eternity instead of succumbing to the desire for instant 
gratification.  

 
• God seeks to unify us. He calls us to forgiveness, to foster genuine relationships, and 

to honor one another above ourselves. He is grieved when we are divided. Look at 
part of Jesus’ prayer just before He was arrested: 

 
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory 
that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.  John 17:20-23 

 
• God tells the truth, even though it is difficult for us to hear it sometimes.  

 
In addition to these ways that God is so different from Satan, there are a few other things 
we’ve learned about how God behaves: 
 
 

 
4  Certainly election and predestination must be considered here, but this mysterious partnership between God’s 
election and a person’s freewill is very different from the way Satan lures through trickery or grasps through 
violence. 
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• He sometimes limits the expression of His sovereignty and power for the sake of 
relationship. He makes covenants and then binds Himself to the terms of the 
covenant. He lived inside a human body for 33 years. He allows His creatures to make 
actual choices that have lasting impact, and He uses these creatures and their ideas to 
help accomplish His ultimate goals. He does not immediately judge evil, although He 
has the power and authority to do so. 

 
• God chooses unlikely heroes. He is not impressed by the same things that impress us. 

He honors the weak, and then uses them to show His strength through their victory. 
He stacks the deck against himself so that there can be no doubt about who is the 
Almighty. Think of childless Abraham becoming the father of many nations, David’s 
defeat of Goliath, and a King being born in a manger—just to get you started on 
another fascinating study topic! 

 
• God wants His people to be tested to determine their loyalty. This is for our own sake, 

so it is clear to us who we are choosing, but it is also for God’s sake. It gives Him 
pleasure when we choose Him. The Living God wants us to pick Him over all the other 
gods.  

 
 
It’s time to choose which God you will serve! 
 
  
 
Conclusion 
 

Little children, you are from God and have overcome [evil spirits], for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 1 John 4:4 
 
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.  
Joshua 24:15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


