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Study the Lesson
This section is designed to edify and equip teachers and to guide you through the prepa-

ration of an age appropriate Bible lesson.

• Central Truth – Identifies the theme and focal point of lesson.

• Supporting Truths – Provides appropriate objectives for mastering the central truth. 

• Spotlight on the Gospel – Explains how each lesson connects to the gospel.

• Lesson Commentary – Communicates the truth of each lesson to the teacher’s heart 

and mind.

Teach the Lesson 
Use the child involvement resources to engage children from the moment they walk into 

the classroom until pick-up time. 

• Outlines – Guide both teachers and children through the lesson.

• Lesson Questions – Foster greater interaction between teacher and child.

• Activities – Creative opening ideas, visual aids, and crafts to introduce, illustrate, and 

apply lesson. 

This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word 

so that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each 

lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry 

and home as God uses it to edify your teachers, evangelize your children, and 

encourage your families. 

Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the 

church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned 

throughout the week. 

Additional Resources

• Coloring Book

• Craft Book

• Activity Book

• Student Journal

• Family Devotional
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God gives success through 
obedience and wisdom.

Supporting Truths

1.  Wisdom is more valuable than 

gold.

2.  Obedience requires courage.

3.  Obedience is the key to success.

4.  Wisdom from God is necessary to 

live out His will successfully.

5.  Godly wisdom is not the same 

thing as worldly wisdom.

Objectives

1.  State the one thing Solomon asked from God.

2.  Define obedience.

3.  Give several examples from past lessons of the 

results of obedience and disobedience.

4.  Define godly wisdom and state the reason 

Solomon asked for it.

5.  List 3 differences between godly wisdom and 

worldly wisdom.

“Give your servant therefore an understanding 
mind to govern your people, that I may discern 
between good and evil, for who is able to 
govern this your great people?” (1 Kgs 3:9).
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Lesson Summary
David was about to die, but just as God promised, David’s son Solomon became king in his 

place. Before David died, he told his son that the key to success as king was wholehearted 

obedience to God. God also prepared Solomon to be king by granting him one request. 

Solomon asked for wisdom instead of wealth or long life because Solomon knew that 

wisdom was most valuable. He knew that without wisdom he could not successfully serve 

God as the king of Israel.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Solomon, the wisest man to ever live, failed to perfectly keep God’s law or provide lasting 

peace to Israel. But his descendant, Jesus Christ, succeeded where Solomon failed. Unlike 

Solomon, Jesus lived every moment of His life according to godly wisdom. He perfectly 

fulfilled God’s will, even to the point of death. By His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus 

provides forgiveness and life to all who believe. Those who believe are then called to 

follow Jesus’ wise example.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God gives Solomon wisdom • 1 Kings 2:1–4; 3:3–15

God forgives David

2 Samuel 11:1–12:25

God gives Solomon 

wisdom

1 Kings 2:1–4; 3:3–15

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

God’s glory fills the 

temple  

1 Kings 8:1–9:9

THIS WEEK

UNITED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary 
God gives success through obedience and 
wisdom.

The book of Kings begins with God establishing 

Solomon as king, the first of the lasting dynasty 

promised to David. Solomon’s reign was glorious, 

bringing peace and prosperity to Israel just as God 

had promised. But the glory didn’t last. The kingdom 

quickly split in two, and the wicked kings far out-

numbered the righteous ones. At the end of the book 

Israel is defeated, the temple destroyed, and the 

people exiled. How could this be? What about God’s 

promises (2 Sam 7:9–16)? 

Although the promise of an everlasting rule was 

certain, the success of any particular king depended 

on his obedience (7:14). And although the promise 

of Israel’s security in the land was certain (7:10), the 

blessing upon any particular generation depended on 

their obedience (Deut 28). That is why much of the 

book of Kings describes God’s righteous judgment 

against His people, for they rarely obeyed. So as 

Kings begins, David urged Solomon to obey God’s 

law, and Solomon responded well by seeking the 

wisdom he needed in order to be a good king for 

God’s people.

David commanded Solomon to be 
faithful to the LORD (2:1–4)
People’s last words show what is most important to 

them. And as David was about to die, he told Solomon 

the one thing that would give him success as king: 

faithful obedience to all that God had commanded (1 

Kgs 2:3). Through his obedience to the law of Moses, 

Solomon would enjoy the blessings of God’s covenant 

with David.  

This obedience would require fierce courage (2:1–2). 

Solomon had an important duty: to keep the charge 

of the LORD (2:3). Like a vigilant guard, Solomon was 

to diligently fulfill his duty. It was time for Solomon to 

think and act like a man, with boldness and initiative, 

just as God had commanded Joshua (Josh 1:8–9). 

Although we may not 

be king like Solomon, 

all Christians have 

a holy duty to fulfill 

(1 Pet 2:9–12). All 

believers must grow 

into maturity, putting 

childish and immature 

ways behind them. 

The way to fulfill this duty is by living out all of God’s 

word—every statute, commandment, rule, and 

testimony (1 Kgs 2:3). Obedience was the duty of 

every Israelite (Deut 4:1), but especially of the king 

(17:18–20). No one, not even kings, is above God’s 

law. Believers today, even though they are no longer 

under the law of Moses (Heb 8:13), are called to 

obey the law of Christ (1 Pet 1:2). This obedience 

is not just going through the motions, because the 

LORD searches the heart (1 Chr 28:9). True obedi-

ence is devotion to God with heart, soul, and might 

(1 Kgs 2:4; Deut 6:4–6). So David prayed the best 

prayer a father can pray for a son: “Grant to Solomon 

my son a whole heart that he may keep your com-

mandments, your testimonies, and your statutes” (1 

Chr 29:19). 

David knew firsthand the importance of obedience. 

While Saul lost God’s blessing through disobedience 

(1 Sam 15:22–23), David gained God’s blessing 

through obedience (1 Sam 23:4; 2 Sam 2:1–2). But 

when David disobeyed, his family, as well as the 

nation of Israel, suffered greatly. David’s disobedi-

ence led to death, rape, murder, and rebellion within 

his family, to David’s temporary exile, and to the 

deaths of 70,000 Israelites (2 Sam 12–20; 24). David 

also knew what God had said about his descendant: 

“When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him” 

(7:14). So David urged 

Solomon to obey: “If 

you seek him, he will 

be found by you, but 

if you forsake him, 

he will cast you off 

forever” (1 Chr 28:9). 
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THINK ABOUT IT
Obedience 
is hard, so 
believers 
must face the 
challenges with 
courage (1 Cor 
16:13).

THINK ABOUT IT
Only lives built 
on obedience 
to God’s word 
will remain (Matt 
7:24–27).



STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

The LORD gave Solomon wisdom (3:3–
15)
At first, Solomon listened to his father. He loved, 

obeyed, and worshiped the LORD (1 Kgs 3:3–4). In 

response, God offered to grant Solomon whatever he 

desired (3:5). Instead of blurting out a request, Solomon 

first paused to praise God for His steadfast love (3:6–7). 

Solomon’s request grew out of an attitude of thankful-

ness and trust, which is exactly how we should pray—

without anxiety and full of thanksgiving (Phil 4:6). Also, 

Solomon’s request was motivated by a desire for the 

good of God’s people, not selfish gain (1 Kgs 3:7–9). We 

also should pray for the sake of others (Phil 2:3; 1 Thess 

5:11), not our own pleasures (Jas 4:3). 

So with a heart of thankfulness, faith, and love, 

Solomon asked for wisdom. More precisely, Solomon 

asked for “an understanding mind,” or more literally, “a 

listening heart” (1 Kgs 3:9). True wisdom is a teachable, 

humble, obedient, repentant heart (Prov 1:23; 11:2; 

13:10). It is keeping and doing God’s commands (Deut 

4:6). It is living in the fear of the LORD and accomplishing 

His will (Prov 9:10; Eph 5:15–17).  

This godly wisdom is totally unlike worldly wisdom. 

Worldly wisdom tries to decide right and wrong apart 

from God (Gen 3:5–6), but Godly wisdom seeks to 

know and submit to His standard. Worldly wisdom is 

trusting one’s own understanding, but godly wisdom 

depends on God (Prov 3:5–8). Worldly wisdom is 

jealous and selfishly ambitious (Jas 3:15–16), but godly 

wisdom is humble, gentle, pure, peaceable, teachable, 

merciful, beneficial, just, and sincere (Jas 3:17). Worldly 

wisdom is foolish and 

boastful, but godly wisdom 

boasts in the Lord (1 Cor 

1:20–31; Jer 9:23–24). 

Worldly wisdom comes 

from the earth, our own 

flesh, and the devil (Jas 

3:15), but godly wisdom 

comes from God (Prov 

2:6) through Jesus Christ (Col 2:3). In the end, worldly 

wisdom is useless and sad (Eccl 1:17–18), but godly 

wisdom helps in our work (Eccl 10:10) and brings joy 

(Prov 15:20). 

Solomon needed godly wisdom to rule over God’s 

people, but every believer needs wisdom to success-

fully live out God’s will (Eph 5:15–17). Every believer is 

to teach, admonish, and counsel other believers in all 

wisdom (Col 3:16). Every parent is to impart wisdom 

to their children through discipline (Prov 29:15), and 

children ought to receive that discipline with teachable 

hearts (Prov 15:32). All those who despise wisdom are 

foolish (Prov 1:7). Do you desire wisdom, to please 

God and do good for God’s 

people? Ask God for it. God 

kept His promise to give 

wisdom to Solomon (1 Kgs 

3:28; 4:29–34), and He will 

keep His promise to give 

wisdom to all who ask in 

faith (Jas 1:5–6). 

Although Solomon first responded by worshiping God 

(1 Kgs 3:15), he later strayed from God’s commands. 

Not even his unequaled wisdom could ensure lasting 

peace for Israel. But Solomon had a descendant who is 

greater than Solomon (Luke 11:31). He was filled with 

wisdom even as a child (Luke 2:40, 52), and all wisdom 

belongs to Him (Rev 5:12; 7:12). He has even become 

wisdom to all who believe (1 Cor 1:30). Solomon 

squandered the good gift God had given Him, but Jesus 

perfectly submitted to the Father to the point of death 

to provide everlasting life for all who believe. True 

wisdom is to trust in Christ alone for salvation and to 

follow His example of humble obedience (Phil 2:5–9).THINK ABOUT IT
Godly wisdom is 
more valuable 
than great 
treasure (Prov 
8:11; 16:16).

God gives Solomon wisdom • 1 Kings 2:1–4; 3:3–15

THINK ABOUT IT
Seek wisdom like 
a miner mining 
for precious 
gems (Job 28).
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Lesson Outline 
God gives success through obedience and wisdom.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

2.  The LORD gave Solomon wisdom (3:3–15).

• Solomon loved, obeyed, and worshiped the 

LORD (3:3–4).

• The LORD told Solomon to ask for 

whatever he desired (3:5).

• Solomon asked for wisdom to be a good 

king (3:6–9).

• God was pleased and promised wisdom, 

along with wealth and honor (3:10–14).

• Solomon worshiped the LORD (3:15).

1.  David told his son Solomon to be brave (2:1–2).

2.  David told his son Solomon to obey God with all his heart (2:3–4).

3. Solomon asked God for a wise heart to obey (3:3–15).

1.  David commanded Solomon to be 

faithful to the LORD (2:1–4).

• Be strong and courageous (2:1–2).

• Be responsible and obedient (2:3).

• Be faithful to God with all your 

heart (2:4).

• Trust God to give you success 

(2:3c–4).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God gives Solomon wisdom • 1 Kings 2:1–4; 3:3–15

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.  Who was going to be king after David?  

Solomon.

2.  What did David say was the key to Solomon’s success?  

Obedience to God.

3.  What one thing did Solomon ask God for?  

Solomon asked God for wisdom.

4.  Why did Solomon ask God for wisdom?  

Solomon needed wisdom from God in order to be a good king for God’s people.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.  What did David instruct his son to be?  

Mature; manly; strong and courageous; responsible. 

2.  What kind of obedience did David tell Solomon to have?  

Complete obedience; obedience from the heart.

3.  Did Solomon listen to David?  

Yes. When Solomon first became king, he loved God and worshiped Him.

4.  What did God tell Solomon to do?  

God told Solomon to ask for anything he desired. 

5.  What did Solomon pray about before asking for anything?  

Solomon praised God for His love and trusted in God’s faithfulness. 

6.  What could Solomon have asked for? Why didn’t he?  

He could have asked for wealth or long life. He didn’t ask for these because he loved 

God’s people more than himself. This pleased God.

7.  How does the Bible describe wisdom?  

Wisdom is a heart that listens carefully to God. It is fearing God, doing God’s will, being 

humble and teachable, and skillfully living out God’s commands.

8.  How is godly wisdom different from worldly wisdom?  

Godly wisdom seeks to understand good and evil by submitting to God’s word. Worldly 

wisdom wants to decide what is good and evil without listening to God. Godly wisdom 

loves and serves others. Worldly wisdom loves and serves self.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

READY FOR THE JOB

Bring in items such as a plant, 

stuffed animal, and pan for a cake. 

If I told you today that I was going 

on a vacation and I needed you to 

water my plants while I was away, 

what would you need to do the job? 

What about watering and feeding 

my animal? Or what about baking a 

birthday cake? In today’s lesson we 

will see that Solomon had a big job 

to do. He was the king and needed 

to lead a lot of people. What did 

Solomon need to do the job? He 

needed wisdom from God.

WHAT WOULD YOU ASK GOD 

FOR?

Bring a large bag containing various 

“gift” items—a dollar bill, some 

candy, toys, and a wrapped package 

(representing wisdom). Ask the 

children what they would ask God 

for if He told them they could have 

any one thing they wanted. Remove 

each item from the bag, and ask the 

children if this is what they would 

ask for. Save the wrapped package 

for last. When God asked Solomon 

what he wanted, Solomon asked 

God for wisdom. Share with children 

about the value of wisdom from 

Proverbs 16:16.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

WHAT GOD GAVE

God gave Solomon a wise and 

discerning mind, riches, and honor. 

God also promised to give Solomon 

a long life if he obeyed His com-

mandments like his father, David, 

had obeyed (1 Kgs 3:12–14). Bring 

in various items to represent the 

gifts God gave to Solomon: headset 

(wisdom; representing ability to 

hear and understand God’s word), 

coins, dollar bills, piggy bank, safe 

(riches), step stool or ladder (honor; 

step on stool to be exalted above 

others), and birthday candles or 

measuring tape (long life).

WORDS FROM A FATHER

Invite a child’s father to come to 

class and read David’s admonition 

to his son Solomon in 1 Kings 2:1–4.

GOD’S GIFT TO SOLOMON

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, glue or 

tape, scissors, and crayons.

Directions: Pre-cut the heart, half 

heart, and paper strips titled “A 

Wise and Understanding Heart,” 

“Riches,” and “Honor.” Have 

children color all pieces. Glue 

or tape the sides and bottom of 

the half heart to the full heart to 

make a pocket. Insert the strips 

of paper into the heart pocket.

AGES 3–5
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God’s Gift to Solomon
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2



TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God gives Solomon wisdom • 1 Kings 2:1–4; 3:3–15

IN SEARCH OF WISDOM

Ask the children to give you 

directions to different locations or 

landmarks. Finally, ask them where 

you can find wisdom. Explain that 

true wisdom can only be found in 

God (Prov 2:6; 3:5–8).

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

YOUR DAD?

Before class, ask the fathers of 

four children to come to class at 

a specific time to participate in a 

game. Set up eight chairs at the front 

of the classroom for the fathers 

and children to sit in. Ask the four 

children the following five questions 

about their fathers: (1) Where was 

your father born (city, state, and 

country)? (2) How old is your father? 

(3) What is your father’s favorite 

sport? (4) Where does your father 

work? (5) What is the most import-

ant instruction your father has ever 

given you, something that he tells 

you over and over again? After each 

question, allow the fathers to tell 

the class if their child answered 

correctly. Use the fifth question to 

spark the children’s interest in the 

Bible lesson (1 Kgs 2:1–4). Just as 

the children’s fathers have given 

them important instructions, so 

David gave his son Solomon very 

important advice. 

GIVEN TO THOSE WHO SEEK

Bring in an item used to search for 

precious metals (metal detector, 

pan for panning for gold, picture of 

sluice or rocker box). Explain that 

these precious metals are rarely 

found on accident. The same is true 

of wisdom. It is found by those who 

seek it (Prov 4:5, 7; Jas 1:5–6). 

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE A WISE 

HEART?

Draw a large heart with a line 

down the center. Label the left side 

“Solomon Recognized about God,” 

and label the right side “Solomon 

Recognized about Himself.” While 

teaching through 1 Kings 3:6–9, 

pause after each verse to ask the 

children what things Solomon rec-

ognized about God or about himself 

in that verse. Record your findings 

on the heart. Some examples 

include: What Solomon Recognized 

about God (1) His great mercy (3:6); 

(2) His great kindness (3:6); (3) God 

gave David an heir to the throne 

(3:6); (4) God had multiplied His 

people, Israel, to a great number 

(3:8) and What Solomon Recognized 

about Himself(1) He was God’s 

servant (3:7); (2) He lacked quali-

fication and experience to be king 

(3:7); (3) He needed wisdom to 

discern between good and evil (3:9). 

STUDY, OBEY, AND PRAY 

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, paper 

plates, craft sticks, scissors, tape, 

glue, and crayons. 

Directions: Help the students to 

create a flip plate by taping two 

plates together, bottom sides 

out. Cut out the two circles and 

glue each one to a side of the 

plate. Cut out the picture of the 

Bible and glue it to the “Study 

and Obey God’s Word” circle. 

Cut out the picture of pray-

ing-hands and glue it to the “Pray 

for Wisdom” circle. Tape a craft 

stick to the bottom of the plates 

for a handle. 

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

Study, Obey, and Pray
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2



114

PHONE A FRIEND

Imagine that you have to answer a 

very difficult riddle. Who would you 

call for help? The queen of Sheba 

(southwestern Arabia) traveled 

over a 1,000 miles to test Solomon’s 

reputation for wisdom, and she was 

not disappointed (1 Kgs 10:1–10, 

13). Solomon is the wisest man to 

have ever lived (1 Kgs 3:12). People 

would come to him from far away 

and ask him for advice. Where do 

you think Solomon’s wisdom came 

from? We’ll find out in today’s 

lesson. 

WHAT DID YOU DO THIS WEEK?

Ask the children what activities they 

did throughout the week. Ask them 

what kinds of important decisions 

they had to make and how they 

decided to make them. Next, discuss 

decisions that the president of the 

United States would have to make 

each day. Explain that leaders need 

to make many important decisions 

that can affect many people’s lives. 

Solomon realized that as a king he 

would have to make many decisions. 

He realized that he could not do 

it with his own wisdom and that 

he needed God’s help. In today’s 

lesson, we’ll see what happens when 

Solomon asks God for wisdom.

ADVICE FROM OUR FATHER

When David was ready to pass on 

the kingship to his son Solomon, 

he gave Solomon some important 

advice. Many fathers today also 

give their children important 

advice about how to live godly 

lives. Ask the children if they can 

remember some wisdom that their 

parents have given them. We can 

confidently depend on our heav-

enly Father’s wisdom, too. What 

wisdom has our heavenly Father 

given to us? 

WISE IN OUR OWN EYES

In the book of Genesis we read 

that Eve, the first woman, “saw 

that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be 

desired to make one wise” (3:6). 

After she and her husband ate the 

forbidden fruit “the eyes of both 

were opened” (Gen 3:7). Adam and 

Eve became wise, but their newly 

acquired ability to see and know 

evil resulted in guilt and shame 

(Gen 3:8–10). Tell the children that 

worldly wisdom comes from the 

earth, our own flesh, and the devil 

(Jas 3:15), but godly wisdom comes 

from God (Prov 2:6) through Jesus 

Christ (Col 2:3).

TRUE WISDOM

God’s wisdom is not the same 

as the world’s wisdom. In 

fact, God’s wisdom looks like 

foolishness to people who do 

not know Him. God’s wisdom is 

supremely demonstrate in the 

cross of Christ. The cross is a 

stumbling block for Jews and 

folly for Gentiles, but for those 

who believe, it is both the power 

of God and the wisdom of God 

(1 Cor 1:22–25). If the children 

want to be wise, they first have to 

embrace the wisdom of the cross, 

for Christ is our “wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption” (1 Cor 1:30). 

God’s wisdom provides a wonder-

ful platform from which to share 

the gospel with the children.
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INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 9–11



God’s glory fills the temple 
1 KINGS 8:1–9:9

LESSON 25
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God is present to hear His people 
when they pray.

Supporting Truths

1.  God is present with His people.

2.  God is too great to be contained by 

anything in creation.

3.  God chooses to dwell with His people.

4.  God is present to hear and forgive 

when His people pray with sincere 

hearts.

5.  God’s presence should lead to godly 

prayer.

Objectives

1.  Describe the glory of God’s presence that 

filled the temple.

2.  Recite 1 Kings 8:27.

3.  Identify God’s dwelling place with Israel.

4.  Count how many times Solomon asks God to 

hear His people when they pray toward the 

temple.

5.  Describe Solomon’s attitude during prayer.

“And listen to the plea of your servant and of 
your people Israel, when they pray toward 
this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling 
place, and when you hear, forgive” (1 Kgs 8:30).
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Lesson Summary
After Solomon built the temple, God’s glory filled it with a dark cloud. God’s glory is a 

mystery far beyond our comprehension, but He chose to be present in the temple with His 

people. He willingly came down to earth in order to dwell among His people. So Solomon 

prayed that God would continue to hear Israel’s prayers and rescue them from their sins. 

God answered that He would, so long as Israel kept His covenant.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Just as God was kind enough to come down and dwell among His people in the temple, so 

He has graciously come down to us in the person of Jesus Christ. Now, through Jesus, God 

is present in us, so that we also are God’s temple. So as Solomon’s temple was intended to 

do, may our lives honor God’s name, draw many people to Him, and communicate God’s 

presence to those around us.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God’s glory fills the temple • 1 Kings 8:1–9:9

God gives Solomon 

wisdom 

1 Kings 2:1–4; 3:3–15

God’s glory fills the 

temple  

1 Kings 8:1–9:9 

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

God punishes Solomon  

1 Kings 11:1–43  

THIS WEEK

UNITED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary 
God is present to hear His people when 
they pray.

One of God’s promises to David was that David’s son 

would build a temple for God (2 Sam 7:13). After giving 

Solomon great wisdom (1 Kgs 3), rest from all his 

enemies (5:3–5), and access to precious building ma-

terials (5:6–18), God kept His promise and Solomon’s 

laborers began temple construction. For seven years 

Solomon’s men labored on the temple, which was 

large and beautiful (1 Kgs 6). The temple reflected the 

holiness, majesty, and beauty of God. Like the taber-

nacle, it was the place where God’s presence could 

dwell among His people, where forgiveness of sin was 

provided, and where God’s people could worship the 

true God in the correct way. 

The LORD’s glory filled the temple 
(8:1–21)
After the completion of the temple, Solomon called 

all Israel to be part of the temple’s dedication (8:1). 

He waited 11 months after the temple was complet-

ed to dedicate it, so that the dedication would happen 

on the Feast of Tabernacles (8:2; 6:38). This feast was 

a time of spiritual renewal when all Israel gathered 

to remember how God ended their wandering in the 

wilderness by bringing them into the promised land. 

So it was just the right time to dedicate the temple. 

The completed temple would have been a stunning 

illustration of Israel’s security in the land and their 

renewed devotion to God.

The dedication began with moving the ark, which 

represented God’s presence, into the temple (8:3–9). 

God confirmed His presence by filling the temple 

with the cloud of His glory, the thick darkness that 

served as a symbol of God’s holy presence (8:10–13; 

Exod 40:34–35). The dark cloud showed that God 

was present with Israel in a way they could know and 

experience. But it also showed that God was much 

more than they could understand or appreciate, for 

the cloud hid the fullness of His presence (1 Tim 

6:16). This is the truth the temple teaches us: the 

God who is too great 

for us to fully compre-

hend (Rom 11:33) is 

willing to be present 

with His people. 

Solomon then told the 

people that this event 

proved that God is 

faithful (1 Kgs 8:14–21). God was acting according 

to His promises to David (2 Sam 7:13–14) and to 

all Israel (Lev 26:12; Deut 12:5–11). In fact, God’s 

faithfulness was even bigger than Solomon perhaps 

realized. Both Solomon and his temple were just a 

preview of the greater Son of David, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus would Himself be God’s temple (John 2:21; 

Col 2:9), and He would build up believers and the 

Church as temples of God (Eph 2:19–22; 1 Cor 

6:19). So all believers can join Solomon and Israel in 

praising God for His faithfulness to build His temple 

through David’s line.

Solomon asked the LORD to hear the 
prayers of His people (8:22–53)
After speaking to the people, Solomon stood before 

the altar and offered a prayer of dedication for the 

temple. First, Solomon praised God for His unpar-

alleled glory (8:23–26). He specifically mentioned 

The LORD’s covenant faithfulness and steadfast love 

(8:23). Everything God had spoken with His mouth 

He had fulfilled with His hand (8:24). He was totally 

unlike the pagan gods who—like our modern false 

gods of health and wealth—promised everything 

but delivered nothing. The LORD alone is faithful, as 

the temple proved, and His faithfulness in the past 

is always the ground for our hope in the future (Isa 

46:4; Rom 8:32). 

Second, Solomon made a special request: he asked 

for the LORD’s continued presence to hear when any 

Israelite turned to God and prayed toward the tem-

ple (1 Kgs 8:27–30). The LORD is so great that not 

even the highest heavens can contain Him (8:27), yet 

God graciously chose to reside among His creation 

in the temple. Solomon did not pray that God would 

THINK ABOUT IT
God is too big for 
us to comprehend, 
but He comes 
down to our level 
so that we can 
know Him.
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actually be kept in the temple, but that God would 

graciously identify Himself with the temple (8:28–29) 

and hear from heaven when His people prayed toward 

the temple (8:30). There was nothing magical about 

praying toward the temple. 

It represented God’s 

presence and the worship 

of the true God, so praying 

toward the temple was a 

sign of dependence on God 

and devotion to God alone. 

Third, Solomon sought God’s forgiveness (1 Kgs 

8:31–53). Most of the situations Solomon prayed 

about involved Israel’s sin. The troubles Solomon 

mentioned are the curses God warned would come 

if Israel refused to keep God’s commands, ultimately 

leading to exile (Lev 26; Deut 28). Solomon knew that 

Israel would sin, and he knew God would discipline 

them. So Solomon prayed for God’s mercy, His kindness 

to forgive. Solomon prayed that God would hear from 

the temple and forgive all who repent. He asked God 

to remove the charges against the sinner. Even though 

Israel’s sin would be very great, the temple gave hope 

to Israel—and to all sinners—by reminding that God’s 

mercy is even greater. The God who wounds is also 

the God who heals (Deut 32:39; Hos 6:1). Solomon 

prayed humbly and reverently. He began his prayer by 

standing (1 Kgs 8:22), but by the end he was kneeling, 

humbled and overwhelmed by God’s glorious presence 

in the temple (8:54). If the most glorious king of Israel 

humbled himself before the King of kings, shouldn’t 

we?

Solomon blessed Israel (8:54–66)
As Solomon rose to his feet, he again spoke to Israel, 

praying for God to bless them. First, he asked again 

for God’s presence with the people (8:54–57). God’s 

presence empowered Moses (Exod 3:12), Joshua (Josh 

1:9), and Gideon (Judg 6:12) to do amazing things for 

God. Second, he prayed that the LORD would draw the 

people near to Him, resulting in heartfelt obedience to 

God’s law. He prayed that the LORD would do this “as 

each day requires,” recognizing that true obedience is a 

daily struggle, not a one-time 

experience (1 Kgs 8:58–59). 

In these two blessings, 

Solomon’s chief desire was 

for the LORD to be honored 

by all men as the one and 

only God (8:60–61). Finally, 

after many sacrifices, Israel 

went home with joyful hearts 

(8:62–66). 

The LORD answered Solomon’s prayer 
(9:1–9)
Years later, the LORD appeared to Solomon a second 

time to confirm that He had heard Solomon’s prayer. 

He promised to be present in the temple (9:1–3) and to 

keep His covenant with David (9:4–5). But He warned 

that He would punish if Israel turned away from Him 

(9:6–9), setting the stage for the rest of Kings. Although 

He was always near and ready to bless from the temple, 

Israel repeatedly rejected God. So at the time the book 

of Kings was written, Israel was exiled and the temple 

destroyed, just as God had warned would happen. 

In Christ, God came near to Israel again, but again they 

rejected Him (John 1:11). Yet in God’s plan this led to 

Christ’s death, which brings salvation to people from 

all nations (Acts 2:23, 38), just as Solomon prayed the 

temple would (1 Kgs 8:41–43; Gen 12:3). What the 

stone temple failed to do through Israel’s disobedience, 

the fleshly temple of Jesus Christ has accomplished. 

Just as God promised to forgive the Israelites who 

repented and prayed toward the temple, so God now 

forgives those who repent and look to Christ for 

salvation (John 6:40). And just as God was present with 

Israel through the temple, so He is present with every 

believer through Christ living in us (Gal 2:20). May we 

respond as Israel did, with hearts full of joy. 

THINK ABOUT IT
The temple 
was the place 
of the LORD’s 
presence among 
Israel, the center 
of Israel’s worship 
of the LORD, and 
a testimony to 
all nations of the 
LORD’s glory.

God’s glory fills the temple • 1 Kings 8:1–9:9

THINK ABOUT IT
God hears us 
when we call (1 
John 5:14).
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Lesson Outline 
God is present to hear His people when they pray.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

• Solomon prayed knowing that God is too 
great to be kept in a temple (8:27).

• Solomon prayed that God would hear those 
who pray toward the temple (8:28–3).

• Solomon prayed that God would forgive 
those who repent (8:31–51).

3.  Solomon blessed Israel (8:54–66).
• Solomon prayed that the LORD would be 

with His people Israel (8:54–57).
• Solomon prayed that the LORD would give 

Israel obedient hearts (8:58–59).
• Solomon prayed that the LORD would be 

honored as the true God (8:60–61).
• After many sacrifices, Israel went home 

with joyful hearts (8:62–66).

4.  The LORD answered Solomon’s prayer 
(9:1–9).
• The LORD heard Solomon’s prayer and 

promised to be present in the temple (9:1–
3).

• The LORD promised to keep His promises 
to David (9:4–5).

• The LORD warned that He would punish if 
Israel turned away from Him (9:6–9).

1. The LORD’s glory filled the temple (8:1–21).

2.  Solomon asked the LORD to hear the prayers of His people (8:22–66).

3. The LORD appeared to Solomon (9:1–9).

1.  The LORD’s glory filled the temple 
(8:1–21).
• All Israel came to the temple’s 

dedication (8:1–2).
• The priests carried the ark of the 

covenant into the temple (8:3–9).
• The glory of the LORD filled the 

temple (8:10–13).
• Solomon spoke of the LORD’s 

faithfulness (8:14–21).

2.  Solomon asked the LORD to hear 
the prayers of His people (8:22–53).
• Solomon praised God for His 

matchless glory (8:22–26).
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God’s glory fills the temple • 1 Kings 8:1–9:9

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

 Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.  When the priests carried the ark into the temple, what did they see?  

They saw the dark cloud of God’s glory filling the temple.

2.  Could the temple hold God?  

No. He is too big for the whole world to hold Him.

3.  What did Solomon ask God to do at the temple?  

Solomon asked God to hear Israel’s prayers and forgive them at the temple.

4.  What did the temple show Israel about God?  

The temple showed Israel that God was with them.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.  What did the ark of the covenant represent?  

The ark represented the presence of God.

2.  What does the cloud of God’s glory show us about how we can know God?  

It shows us that we can know something about God, but not everything about God.

3.  How did the temple prove God’s faithfulness?  

God had promised that David’s son would build the temple, and now God kept His 

promise.

4.  How could God be present in the temple if the whole world is too small to hold God?  

Solomon did not pray that God would actually be kept in the temple, but that God would 

graciously identify Himself with the temple.

5.  What was so special about God’s presence in the temple?  

God was present to be with His people, to hear their prayers, and to forgive their sins. 

6.  What can we learn about prayer from Solomon’s prayer?  

Prayer is trusting God, praising God, confessing sin to God, asking God for forgiveness, 

asking God for things according to His will, and praying for God’s people. Prayer must be 

humble.

7.  How do we know that God heard Solomon’s prayer?  

God appeared to Solomon a second time. 

8.  What did God require of Israel in order to be with them and hear their prayers?  

God required that they be committed to Him, obeying Him with their whole hearts.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF HOUSES

Bring in a few different types of 

houses: birdhouse, aquarium, 

hamster cage, etc. As you show 

each house to the children, ask 

them what type of animal lives 

there. Point out the differences 

between these types of houses 

and those lived in by humans. 

Then ask them what type of 

house God lives in. Tell them that 

God doesn’t need a house like 

we do, but He allowed Solomon 

to build a house for Him. Today 

we’re going to learn about the 

dedication of this house (temple). 

BUILDING THE TEMPLE

Create a building center for the 

children. Bring in toys or safe 

tools that small children could 

build with. Ask the children to 

build the most magnificent house 

that they can think of. After the 

children are finished, discuss 

how they would build a house 

if they knew it was for God. 

Tell the children that in today’s 

lesson we’re going to hear about 

the dedication of the temple 

Solomon built for God.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

WILLING TO DWELL

God is too great to be contained by 

anything in creation, but He chose 

to dwell among His people in the 

temple (1 Kgs 8:27). Illustrate this 

truth by choosing to sit in a tiny 

child’s chair, or at a tiny child’s table, 

or use crayons instead of a pencil or 

pen as you record attendance. Tell 

the children that even though you 

could use an adult size chair or sit at 

an adult size table or use something 

other than a crayon to write, you 

wanted to use something familiar 

to the children to show them how 

much you care about them. 

TIN CAN TELEPHONE

Create a tin can telephone by 

connecting two tin cans with a piece 

of string. Bring this to class and 

show the children how it works. 

Then, ask the children how we can 

talk to God. Tell them that we don’t 

need anything to talk to God. All 

we need to do is pray! And God is 

always ready to hear the prayers of 

His children (1 John 5:14).

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 

NECKLACE  

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, yarn, 

scissors, hole punch, glue, and 

crayons.

Directions: Pre-cut circles from 

craft sheet. Punch holes in the 

top of all circles. Have children 

color the circles. Then glue at 

least six pairs together. Put the 

circles on a piece of yarn and 

tie the yarn together to make a 

necklace. 

AGES 3–5
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God’s glory fills the temple • 1 Kings 8:1–9:9

SOLOMON REMEMBERS HIS DAY

Use this monologue to introduce 

the lesson. Wearing the clothing of 

a king, walk into the room, sit down, 

and begin talking with yourself 

about your day. Talk about all the 

preparation that went into the day 

(11 months!), all the animals that 

were brought for sacrifice, and your 

prayer of dedication. Most impor-

tantly, talk about how incredible 

it was to see the Lord’s glory fill 

the temple. Tell the children that 

today we’re going to learn about the 

dedication of the temple Solomon 

built for God.

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

The faithfulness of God means that 

He always keeps His promises. Bring 

yarn of varying thicknesses into 

the class. Select some children to 

try to break the yarn. Our promises 

are like the pieces of yarn that 

sometimes get broken. But not 

God’s. Bring out a very thick rope or 

towing chain—the bigger the better! 

God always keeps His promises. 

In today’s lesson, Solomon praises 

God for His faithfulness in keeping 

the promises He made to his father 

David (1 Kgs 8:24).

WILLING TO STOOP

Bring a youth or child size baseball 

glove to class. Try to fit the glove 

on your hand. Ask the children 

how they think you’ll do with this 

equipment. Then tell the children a 

potential reason for deciding to use 

such a small glove: wanting to show 

a young boy or girl how to use their 

new glove for the first time. Even 

though God cannot be contained 

by anything in creation (1 Kgs 

8:27), He was willing to dwell 

among His people in the temple 

they had built for Him.

“TOO BUSY TO TALK”

Before class, make arrangements 

with another adult to call your 

cell phone multiple times during 

the lesson. When the phone rings, 

look at the number and say to the 

class, “I’m too busy to talk with 

this person right now.” “Don’t they 

know I’m in the middle of a lesson?” 

You might also give the phone to a 

child and tell them to answer it and 

tell the person that you’re too busy 

to talk. Use this to talk about God’s 

willingness to hear our prayers 

and forgive those who repent at 

all times—night or day (1 John 1:9; 

5:14). 

BUILDING THE TEMPLE 

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheets, cotton 

balls, scissors, glue, and crayons. 

Directions: Have children color 

and cut out the picture of the tem-

ple and all the temple pieces. Glue 

temple pieces to the appropriate 

locations on the temple. Make 

sure the doors are only glued on 

the outside edges so that they can 

still open. Glue cotton balls inside 

the doors to symbolize the glory 

of the LORD filling the temple. 

Glue the verse to the bottom of 

the temple. 

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

Building the Temple
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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NATIONAL MONUMENTS

Ask the children to describe some 

national monuments and tell why 

they are significant to this coun-

try. Ask what monuments they 

have visited and what made them 

go there. Or bring in pictures of 

various monuments, churches, 

and cathedrals and talk about 

how people visit these places. 

Then read 1 Kings 8:41–43 and 

talk about how God’s temple that 

Solomon built would be visited 

by many people who had heard 

about God and desired to know 

Him as Savior. 

FOR YOUNG EARS ONLY

There are sound frequencies 

that only young people can hear. 

For example, anyone over the 

age of 18 will have a hard time 

hearing anything at 17,400 

Hz. Try this with your class by 

playing this high-pitched sound 

and seeing if anyone (children 

and teachers) can hear it. These 

sounds can be downloaded on 

the internet (some phones may 

even have a special ringtone set 

to this frequency for teenagers). 

However, there is no frequency 

that escapes God’s notice. In 

today’s lesson, we’ll see that God 

is present to hear His people 

when they pray.

REFRIGERATOR ART 

Have the children ever seen 

parents gush with joy over the 

coloring of a small child? The child 

might not have managed to color 

between the lines, but this didn’t 

stop mom or dad from praising 

their work. They may have even 

hung this picture on their refrig-

erator. This is the love of a parent 

who understands where their child 

is at and meets them at their level. 

This is also the love of God when 

He chose to dwell in the temple 

Solomon built for Him. The highest 

heaven cannot contain God (1 

Kgs 8:27), but He still allowed His 

people to build a house for Him. 

THE WORD BECAME FLESH

In the Old Testament God filled the 

tabernacle and temple with His 

presence (Exod 40:34; 1 Kgs 8:10). 

However, in the New Testament, 

God chose to reveal Himself in a 

much more personal way through 

becoming a man—Jesus (John 

1:14). Jesus, while uncreated 

and eternal, took on humanity. In 

the incarnation, the infinite One 

became finite; the eternal One was 

conformed to time; the invisible 

One became visible; and the 

supernatural One became natural. 

Yet in all this Jesus did not cease to 

be God.

THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT

Read 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 as a 

class. Explain that God now dwells 

within each individual Christian. 

This is an important truth to think 

about and understand. It means 

that the Holy Spirit is present with 

the Christian each and every time 

they sin. Ask the children to think 

through what they’ve done in the 

last day, week, and month. Explain 

that any sin was committed in the 

presence of God’s Spirit. Remind 

the children of God’s willingness 

to hear their prayers, and His 

willingness to forgive all those 

who repent. 
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AGES 9–11



God punishes Solomon 
1 KINGS 11:1–43

LESSON 26
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God disciplines those whose hearts 
turn away from Him.

Supporting Truths

1.  God demands that we worship Him 

alone.

2.  Loving idols steals our heart away from 

God.

3.  God disciplines those who turn away 

from Him.

4.  God is merciful even in His discipline.

5. Jesus succeeded where Solomon failed.

Objectives

1.  State that Solomon’s heart turned away 

from God to his wives and their idols.

2.  List several things in our lives that turn 

our hearts from God.

3.  Describe the painful consequences of 

Solomon’s sin.

4.  Explain why God did not completely 

reject Solomon or his descendants.

5.  Compare and contrast Jesus and 

Solomon.

“And the LORD was angry with Solomon, 
because his heart had turned away from 
the LORD, the God of Israel, who had 
appeared to him twice” (1 Kgs 11:9).
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Lesson Summary
After years of incredible success, Solomon turned his heart from God. Instead of clinging 

to God with all his heart, he clung to his wives. He loved his wives more than he loved 

God, so he followed them into idolatry. God was angry and sent enemies to fight against 

Solomon. Even worse, God promised to tear the kingdom away from Solomon. But 

because of His faithfulness and love for David, God did not completely reject Solomon. 

David’s line would become great once again.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Although Solomon’s sin humbled David’s line, David’s line has become great once again. 

Jesus Christ, David’s Son, did what Solomon could never do: He remained loyal to God 

with all His heart to the very end. As He did, He paid sin’s price and opened the way for 

sinners to become children of God. One day He will return to earth and establish His 

kingdom in Jerusalem. His kingdom will be far greater than Solomon’s, and those whose 

hearts are His will reign with Him forever.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Solomon • 1 Kings 11:1–43

God’s glory fills the temple  

1 Kings 8:1–9:9 

God punishes Solomon  

1 Kings 11:1–43

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

God punishes Jeroboam  

1 Kings 12:1–33; 

14:1–18  

THIS WEEK

DIVIDED KINGDOMUNITED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary 
God disciplines those whose hearts turn 
away from Him.

Solomon’s kingdom was stunningly successful (1 Kgs 

3:13). He was the wisest man on earth (4:29–31), he 

built the majestic temple and many other buildings 

(6–7; 9:15), and he made the kingdom so unbeliev-

ably wealthy (10:27). Even more important, Solomon 

loved and obeyed the LORD (3:4). Even 20 years into 

his reign, God was still pleased with Solomon (9:1–5). 

Was Solomon, whose name means “peace,” the prince 

of peace who would rule Israel with righteousness 

forever? Tragically, 1 Kings 11 proves he was not. 

So we must wait for another, a Messiah who is even 

more worthy than Israel’s most glorious king. In the 

meantime, the LORD disciplined Solomon in order to 

punish, correct, and restore Israel’s wayward king. 

Solomon turned away from the LORD 
(11:1–8)
The trouble began when Solomon chose to ignore 

God’s commands (11:1–2). God commanded His 

people to love Him with an undivided heart (Deut 

6:5), and cling to Him, for He is our life (30:20). To 

help His people do this, God commanded Israel 

not to marry the idolatrous inhabitants of the land 

(7:3–4). God also commanded the king not to take 

many wives (17:17), for these would turn his heart 

away from God. But Solomon did not listen. He loved 

his wives more than God and clung to them instead 

of God (1 Kgs 11:2). How foolish! God’s commands 

are a wall of protection for our own good. When we 

choose to climb over that wall, we fall into disaster 

(Ps 119:165).

When Solomon ignored God’s command, the results 

were exactly as God predicted: his wives turned his 

heart away from God (1 Kgs 11:3). This is where sin 

always starts, in the heart (Mark 7:21–23). Sin starts 

at the center of our desires, affections, thoughts, and 

attitudes, and it may grow there before we see any 

outward manifestations of disobedience. That is why 

we must be so careful to guard our hearts (Prov 4:23).

We might think that it is only young people who need 

this warning, since their hearts are so moldable. But 

Solomon’s sin came not 

in his youth, but in his 

old age (1 Kgs 11:4). 

From childhood to old 

age, we must be careful 

to remain loyal to our 

first love (Rev 2:4). 

The sin in Solomon’s heart grew into open idolatry 

(1 Kgs 11:4). His personal tolerance of foreign gods 

blossomed into public promotion. Solomon became 

an open idolater, even building shrines to false gods 

on the hills surrounding Yahweh’s temple (11:7–8). 

He worshiped Ashtoreth, the goddess of love and 

fertility whose rituals involved gross immorality. He 

worshiped Milcom (Molech) and Chemosh, violent 

gods whose rituals included child sacrifice. It was not 

that Solomon completely rejected the LORD—the 

LORD’s temple was still the most magnificent—but 

Solomon worshiped other gods alongside the LORD. 

He did not worship the LORD alone (11:6). 

This division of loyal-

ties was no problem 

for Israel’s neighbors 

during the days of 

Solomon because none 

of their gods demand-

ed exclusive worship. Why should the LORD be any 

different? It also doesn’t seem so bad to many today, 

who wrongly assume there are many gods and many 

ways to heaven. Shouldn’t all religions be allowed 

to have a voice? But in the LORD’s eyes, Solomon’s 

worship of idols—and all idolatry—was downright evil 

(11:6). In the first commandment, the LORD demand-

ed exclusive worship because He is a jealous God 

(Exod 20:3, 5). He is different from all other so-called 

gods (Isa 40:18, 25; 26:5). He is holy (Isa 6:3). He 

alone is worthy of worship. 

 

The LORD punished Solomon (11:9–25)
The LORD was rightly angry with Solomon for 

rejecting His commandments (1 Kgs 11:9–10). The 

LORD had loved Solomon from birth (2 Sam 12:24), 

David had taught him wisely (1 Kgs 2:1–4), and the 

LORD had appeared to him twice, giving him unri-

valed wisdom and clear instructions (3:5–14; 9:1–9). 

Solomon had every advantage. If the right education, 
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THINK ABOUT IT
Sin tempts the 
hearts of both the 
young and the old.

THINK ABOUT IT
The LORD hates 
anything less than 
exclusive devotion.
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God punishes Solomon • 1 Kings 11:1–43

family heritage, or unique spiritual experience could 

make a person righteous, Solomon would have remained 

loyal forever. But the righteousness God demands comes 

only by faith; by clinging to God alone (Hab 2:4).

In His anger, the LORD disciplined Solomon: He punished 

him in love in order to correct 

and restore. Although angry, 

the LORD’s anger is not 

like man’s. It is anger under 

control, purposeful, faithful, 

and accomplishing God’s 

perfect will. He would tear 

the kingdom away from 

Solomon (1 Kgs 11:11), just 

as He had warned (9:6–8), but He would still honor His 

lasting covenant with David.

He honored the covenant, first, by not taking the kingdom 

away during Solomon’s reign, for He had promised not 

to reject him (2 Sam 7:15). Second, He would not remove 

the entire kingdom from David’s line, because He had 

chosen David and Jerusalem (1 Kgs 11:12–13; cf. 2 Sam 

7:16). Third, God kept His promise to discipline Solomon 

with the blows of men (2 Sam 7:14). Hadad in the south 

and Rezon in the north had 

long been enemies of Israel, 

having suffered greatly 

at the hands of David and 

Joab (1 Kgs 11:14–25). 

From a human perspective, 

this looks like the normal 

flow of history, but the Bible lets us see that all this is the 

LORD’s work. God had been orchestrating the details of 

Solomon’s discipline long before Solomon was even king.

The LORD replaced Solomon (11:26–43)
A third enemy would do more than fight against Israel. 

This enemy, arising from within (11:26), would divide 

Israel. Through His prophet Ahijah, God promised to tear 

ten tribes from Solomon’s son and give them to Jeroboam 

because of Solomon’s idolatry (11:29–37). The robe torn 

by Ahijah calls to mind Samuel’s torn robe when the 

kingdom was ripped away from Saul (1 Sam 15:27–28). 

Solomon’s sin was having massive consequences.

But God did not treat Solomon exactly like Saul. He 

treated Solomon as a son, for the sake of David, disciplin-

ing him as a straying child. Four times we read that God 

had not totally rejected David’s line (1 Kgs 11:32, 34, 36, 

39). The fourth time even speaks of a future restoration: 

“I will afflict the offspring of David because of this, but not 

forever” (11:39).

In the end Solomon died and his glory faded away 

(11:40–43). But God’s promise to restore David’s line will 

never perish. From the broken stump of the once glorious 

line a shoot would grow once again (Isa 11:1). Solomon 

was a failed prince of peace, but Jesus, the Son of David, 

is the true Prince of Peace. Jesus proved faithful to the 

very end (Psalm 22; Luke 23:46), and His heart belonged 

fully to the Father (Matt 26:39; John 4:34). At His first 

coming He made righteousness available by paying the 

price of sin (Rom 3:24–26), and at His second coming 

He will establish His righteous rule as He reigns from 

Jerusalem over the entire earth (Isa 2:1–4).

Solomon’s sin shows us that the temptations of this world 

try to steal away our hearts, but these temptations never 

give the happiness and peace they promise. Instead, when 

we sin we bring God’s discipline upon ourselves. On the 

other hand, Jesus shows us that the reward for undivided 

devotion to God far surpasses any passing pleasure 

promised by sin. All those who do not turn away from the 

LORD will be welcomed into His kingdom to reign with 

Him forever (Rev 3:21). Until that time, Christ will strongly 

support those whose hearts are fully His (2 Chr 16:9). 

They will know His peace in their hearts even now, no 

matter what turmoil swirls around them (Phil 4:4–8). 

THINK ABOUT IT
God shows mercy 
even while He 
disciplines. 

THINK ABOUT IT
God’s discipline 
is painful, but it 
produces peace 
and righteousness 
in His children 
(Heb 12:11). 
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Lesson Outline 
God disciplines those whose hearts turn away from Him.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

2.  The LORD punished Solomon (11:9–25).

• The LORD was angry with Solomon for 

rejecting His commandments (11:9–10).

• The LORD would take the kingdom away 

from Solomon’s son (11:11–13).

• The LORD sent enemies against Solomon 

(11:14–25).

3.  Yahweh replaced Solomon (11:26–43).

• The LORD gave ten tribes to Jeroboam 

because of Solomon’s idolatry (11:26–33).

• The LORD left one tribe to Solomon’s son 

for David’s sake (11:34–37).

• The LORD would humble David’s 

descendants, but not forever (11:38–39).

• Solomon died and his son Rehoboam 

became king (11:40–43).

1.  Solomon disobeyed God by taking many wives (11:1–2).

2. Solomon’s wives turned his heart away from God (11:3–8).

3. God punished Solomon but still loved him (11:9–43).

1.  Solomon turned away from the 

LORD (11:1–8).

• Solomon loved many women who 

did not love the LORD (11:1–2).

• Solomon’s wives turned his heart 

away from the LORD (11:3).

• Solomon worshiped other gods 

alongside the LORD (11:4–8).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Solomon • 1 Kings 11:1–43

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.  What did Solomon have a lot of?  

He had a lot of wives. 1,000 of them.

2.  What did his wives do to his heart?  

They turned his heart away from God.

3.  What did God do to Solomon?  

God punished Solomon.

4.  How did God punish Solomon?  

God brought enemies to fight against him. God also promised to take most of the king-

dom away from his son.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.  How did Solomon disobey God?  

Solomon broke God’s law by taking many foreign wives.

2.  Where did Solomon’s sin start?  

In his heart.

3.  Why was Solomon’s idolatry evil in God’s eyes?  

It was evil because God is the only one who is to be worshiped.

4.  Should Solomon have known better?  

Yes. God had appeared to Solomon twice, giving him wisdom and clear instructions. 

5.  Who did God use to discipline Solomon?  

God used Hadad in the south, Rezon in the north, and Jeroboam from within the nation 

itself.

6.  What did Ahijah do to show that God was going to take Solomon’s kingdom away?  

Ahijah ripped a new robe into 12 parts. Jeroboam would get ten of them.

7.  Why did God leave one tribe (in addition to Judah) for Solomon’s son?  

God did this out of love for David and to keep His promise to David.

8.  How does God’s promise that David’s house will not be humbled forever come true?  

It comes true in Jesus Christ, the Son of David. He lived a perfect life, conquered sin, and 

will one day return to reign as king over all the earth.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

DESIGNED TO PROTECT

God’s laws are designed to 

keep us from getting hurt. Bring 

in some yellow caution tape, 

orange cones, or piece of fence 

and set it up in the class. Tell the 

children that this is designed to 

protect them from getting into 

something that may hurt them. 

Explain that God’s laws work 

the same way. God’s laws don’t 

limit our fun, they protect us 

from harm. Tell the children that 

in today’s lesson we’re going to 

see what happened to Solomon 

when he didn’t obey God’s laws.

SIN DESTROYS

Build a tall tower out of blocks. 

Talk about how much you love 

your tower. Then tell the children 

to destroy it as quickly as they 

can. Ask the children if it took 

longer to build the tower or 

tear it down? Build the tower. 

Solomon had an amazing king-

dom, but when he sinned that 

kingdom was torn apart very 

quickly. That is what sin does: 

it ruins things. We’ll see this in 

today’s lesson.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

BEGIN SIN THE HEART

Sin starts in the heart (Mark 

7:21–23). Bring a few seeds to 

class and plant them in a small cup 

of dirt while the children watch. 

Allow the children to help you 

pour a few drops of water into the 

cup and set it under a light. Explain 

how the seed will grow into a 

mature plant, just like the sin we 

allow into our heart. 

RIP THE ROBE

Bring a piece of fabric and scissors 

to class. Cut the fabric into twelve 

pieces, illustrating Ahijah’s mes-

sage to Jeroboam. You might give 

each child a piece of the fabric to 

take home as a reminder of today’s 

lesson.

SOLOMON’S HEART TURNED

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials:  Craft sheet, construc-

tion paper, brads, scissors, glue, 

and crayons.

Directions: Pre-cut the circle, 

heart arrow, and verse from the 

craft sheet. Have children color 

the pictures on the circle and 

also the heart arrow. Glue the 

circle to a sheet of construction 

paper. Attach the heart arrow 

with a brad. Glue the verse to 

the bottom of the construction 

paper.

AGES 3–5
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Solomon • 1 Kings 11:1–43

CONSEQUENCES OF SIN

Bring to class a pair of handcuffs, 

and allow a few children to be 

“cuffed.” Then talk about who wears 

handcuffs. What does a person have 

to do to be arrested by the police? 

What would our city be like if the 

police never did anything to people 

who do wrong things? What would 

it be like if your parents let you do 

whatever you wanted and never 

punished you for bad choices? We 

should be thankful that God hates 

sin and punishes it. The consequenc-

es or penalties for sin are meant to 

help us avoid it in the future.

GROWING LOUDER AND LOUDER

As Solomon’s life progressed, he 

developed an increasing tolerance 

for sin. Sin has a cumulative effect 

when we tolerate it. Select a few 

children to make a soft humming 

sound. Slowly select more and more 

until the whole class is filled with 

the noise. Try to speak softly above 

the noise. Explain that the more sin 

we tolerate in our lives, the less we 

can listen to God’s Word. In today’s 

lesson we are going to learn about 

Solomon’s toleration of sin. 

LOVE GOD, NOT SELF

We mostly love ourselves, which 

means we seek to benefit ourselves. 

Ask the children who deserves a 

special treat. After all the “me, me, 

me” has died down, explain that our 

hearts naturally cry out “me, me, 

me.” All we care about is ourselves. 

We may do good things, but we can 

never stop our hearts from being 

self-centered. Only Christ can give 

us a new heart that is able to love 

others and obey God consistently. 

VOLATILE MIXTURE

Combine a small amount of water 

and vegetable oil while the children 

watch. What happens? They don’t 

mix! Neither does the worship of 

God and anything else. Solomon 

tried to combine the worship of God 

and idols but God was angry with 

his sin (1 Kgs 11:9).

LIFE OF SOLOMON REVIEW 

BOOK 

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, hole punch, 

yarn, and crayons.

Directions: Have students color 

and cut out all pictures from the 

craft sheet. Assemble the book in 

proper order according to the life 

of Solomon. Hole punch 2 holes 

on the binding. Tie yarn through 

each hole to hold the book 

together.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

Life of Solomon Review Book
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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DIVIDED ATTENTION

Hold up an object on one side of 

the room and ask one of the chil-

dren to do the same on the other 

side of the room. Tell the children 

to look at one object. Then tell 

them to look at the other. Then 

tell them to look at both objects 

at once. It’s not possible! When 

you turn to look at one, you are 

turning away from the other. That 

is how it is with our hearts: either 

they will turn towards God or 

away from God. 

A SLOW DRIFT

What happens when you tread 

water in the ocean? You drift. 

Underwater currents slowly 

carry you along in whichever 

direction they’re moving. After 

playing out in the ocean for some 

time you may find that your towel 

on the beach is much farther 

away than you remembered. 

Solomon slowly drifted away 

from God through the idolatrous 

worship of his wives.

INTRODUCE

A SLOW DECAY

Has anyone ever had a cavity? A 

cavity is the tiny hole in the tooth 

that remains after tooth decay 

has been removed. This decay is 

caused by bacteria living in the 

mouth. Cavities, when they first 

appear, are not very painful. But, 

if left untreated, they can become 

extremely painful and cause many 

other problems: loss of tooth, gum 

disease, and infection. Sin has a 

similar effect on our lives. We sin 

a little and then a little more, and 

the first sin doesn’t seem so bad. 

However, before too long we are 

overwhelmed by the consequences 

of our sin.

LEFT OVERS

Bring two small candy bars to class. 

Give one away. Then, open the next 

candy bar and take a bite out of 

it in front of the children. Ask the 

children if they would rather have 

this candy bar or the one you pre-

viously passed out? Nobody wants 

a left over, half eaten candy bar 

when fresh, full ones are available. 

The same is true concerning our 

worship of God—He demands full, 

undivided worship. 

TRUE FRIENDS

When Solomon married more and 

more women, he got himself into 

trouble. Instead of serving God, 

Solomon tried to please his wives 

by serving their gods. Solomon’s 

sin made God angry with him and 

was the reason that the kingdom 

broke into two parts. This lesson 

can be very helpful for a Christian 

because it shows us what happens 

when a person turns away from 

God. Solomon married many evil 

women and was turned away 

from God, and Christians likewise 

can be tempted to turn away from 

God. It is important to know that 

if your friends encourage you to 

disobey the Bible and to sin, they 

really are not friends. A friend 

should help you to obey God and 

live according to His Word. Ask 

the children to think about their 

friend’s influence on them.
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AGES 9–11



God punishes Jeroboam 
1 KINGS 12:1–33; 14:1–18

LESSON 27
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God takes His blessing away from 
those who do not worship Him.

Supporting Truths

1.  God punishes those who do not 

worship Him.

2.  God keeps His promises to bless 

because He is sovereign.

3. God requires true worship.

4.  God hates false worship. 

5.  God’s word is certain. 

Objectives

1.  State that God caused all of Jeroboam’s 

descendants to die.

2.  Explain how God’s promise to make Jeroboam 

king came true.

3.  State what God required of Jeroboam in order to 

bless him with a lasting dynasty.  

4.  List several characteristics of Jeroboam’s false 

religion.   

5.  Compare Jeroboam’s efforts to secure His 

kingdom to God’s promises. 

“But you…have cast me behind your back, therefore 
behold, I will bring harm upon the house of Jeroboam 
and will cut off from Jeroboam every male, both 
bond and free in Israel, and will burn up the house of 
Jeroboam, as a man burns up dung until it is all gone” 
(1 Kgs 14:9–10).
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Lesson Summary
The book of Kings proves that God was right to judge Israel. But it also shows His mercy 

in preserving a remnant in order to restore Israel one day. 1 Kings 12–14 is a part of this 

picture. God left a remnant to Rehoboam despite his foolishness, but God also chose to 

bless Jeroboam. Tragically,instead of worshiping God,Jeroboam created a counterfeit reli-

gion and led the ten northern tribes of Israel astray. As a result, God destroyed Jeroboam’s 

dynasty and declared Israel’s coming exile.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Rehoboam and Jeroboam both point to the gospel. Rehoboam’s line was preserved 

because his descendant would be Jesus Christ, a wise and gentle king quite the opposite 

of Rehoboam. Jeroboam’s line was destroyed because he was not devoted to God in true 

worship, showing that those who come to God must come on His terms: by grace through 

faith in Jesus Christ. This faith produces obedience to God’s commands.  

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Jeroboam • 1 Kings 12:1–33; 14:1–18

God punishes Solomon  

1 Kings 11:1–43 

God punishes Jeroboam 

1 Kings 12:1–33; 

14:1–18  

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

Elijah and the prophets 

of Baal  

1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 

18:1–2, 17–46   

THIS WEEK

DIVIDED KINGDOMUNITED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary 
God takes His blessing away from those 
who do not worship Him.

1 Kings 11 records the tragedy of Solomon’s divided 

heart. In response to Solomon’s sin, God promised 

to divide his kingdom. God would honor His promise 

to preserve the line of David, but now He offered a 

lasting dynasty to Jeroboam as well (1 Kgs11:38). In 

1 Kings 12–14, God’s word proved to be true. But 

Jeroboam proved to be false. Because Jeroboam 

refused to worship the LORD like David did, the LORD 

took away the blessing He had offered to Jeroboam. 

The LORD was faithful to Jeroboam 
(12:1–24)
God brought about His plan through wise Solomon’s 

foolish son, Rehoboam. Rehoboam did not like the 

gentle advice of his father’s experienced advisers, 

so he turned to his friends who told him what he 

wanted to hear (12:6–10). Their foolish counsel was 

thoughtless and harsh. But it 

flattered Rehoboam, and he 

liked it. So instead of lighten-

ing the load on the people, 

he would require even more 

labor and taxes than his 

father (12:14; 4:7; 5:13). 

Rehoboam should have paid attention to his father’s 

proverbs and listened“to life-giving reproof” (Prov 

15:31). Instead, he chose insolence, resulting in“noth-

ing but strife” (13:10). Rather than turn away the 

people’s wrath with a soft answer, Rehoboam stirred 

up their anger by his harsh words (1 Kgs 12:13–14; 

Prov 15:1). We should learn from his error, listen to 

God’s advice, and be gentle even with our opponents 

(2 Tim 2:25). We should imitate Jesus, a gentle leader 

whose burden is light (Matt 11:29–30).

Rehoboam thought he was being clever to get his 

way, but “it was a turn of affairs” from God (1 Kgs 

12:15). God outsmarts those who try to outsmart Him 

(Ps 18:25–26). He is in control. He is sovereign over 

rulers (Dan 2:21), over nations (2:37–45), over human 

plans (Prov 16:9) and even over foolishness and sin 

(Gen 50:20). He directs the hearts of kings wherever 

He pleases (Prov 21:1).

God used Rehoboam’s foolishness to divide the 

kingdom just as He had promised (1 Kgs11:35–37). 

Israel rejected David’s descendant, using the same 

words as past rebels (1 Kgs 12:16; 2 Sam 20:1). When 

Rehoboam foolishly tried to enforce his harsh policies, 

the ten northern tribes executed Rehoboam’s chief 

of taxation and forced labor (1 Kgs 12:18). Then 

these tribes—Reuben, Simeon (cf. 1 Chr 12:23–25; 2 

Chr 15:9; 34:6), Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, 

Naphtali, Manasseh, and Ephraim—made Jeroboam 

their king (1 Kgs 12:20), just as God had promised. 

One tribe, Judah, remained faithful to David’s line, just 

as God had promised (11:13). Benjamin’s loyalty was 

split between north and south (12:21), and Levi, which 

was not counted among the twelve because it had no 

tribal land, remained faithful to David (2 Chr 11:14).

When Rehoboam gathered troops in order to take 

back the ten tribes by force, God stopped him and 

prevented civil war (1 Kgs 12:24). Since God had 

ordained the north-south split, any attempt to reunite 

the kingdom would be in direct opposition to God’s 

will. In all this, God proved Himself faithful by keeping 

His word, but also gracious by preventing further evil. 

This time Rehoboam listened. 

Jeroboam was unfaithful to the LORD 
(12:25–33)
After seeing God’s faithfulness to His word, Jeroboam 

should have trusted God. God had promised 

Jeroboam a lasting dynasty if he did what was right 

(11:38). But Jeroboam, like many people today, 

rejected God’s word because he didn’t think it 

was helpful in his specific situation. From a human 

perspective, his plan to secure his kingship was smart 

(12:27; 11:28). But Jeroboam’s plan was senseless, 

because he trusted in his own wisdom and scorned 

the promise of God. 

To prevent Israel from going back to Judah, Jeroboam 

set up a counterfeit religion. This is Satan’s specialty: 

creating false religions that seem like true religion (Gal 

1:8; Rev 13). Acting like a new Aaron, Jeroboam built 
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THINK ABOUT IT
We need not 
worry about evil 
doers, for God 
is in control (Ps 
37:1–2).



STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

two golden calves. He put one in Bethel, where Abraham 

and Jacob had worshiped the true God (Gen 12:8; 13:3–4; 

28:10–22; 31:13; 35:1–16), and one in Dan, where Moses’ 

grandson established idolatrous worship (Judg 18:30). He 

even used the same words as Aaron—“Behold your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt”—to 

dedicate his idolatrous images (12:28). Jeroboam’s 

religion looked official, but it was false.

Like false religions today, 

Jeroboam’s religion was 

man-made. The LORD alone 

is to be worshiped as the 

invisible God (Exod 20:3–6), 

but Jeroboam made images 

to represent God. The LORD 

chose Jerusalem (2 Chr 6:6), 

but Jeroboam chose Bethel and Dan. The LORD chose 

priests from the Levites (Num 3:10), but Jeroboam made 

a new priesthood from all tribes (1 Kgs 12:31). Yahweh 

ordained the Feast of Tabernacles on the 15th day of the 

7th month (Num 29:12), but Jeroboam replaced it with a 

festival of his own on the 15th day of the 8th month (1 Kgs 

12:32–33).

Jeroboam’s man-made religion may have felt more “real” 

because of the visible images. It was more tolerant, 

welcoming contributions from various religious traditions. 

It was more inclusive, allowing anyone to become a 

priest. It was more accessible, opening up two central 

places of worship as well as shrines throughout the land 

(13:32). It was the kind of religion many people are in 

love with today. But it was an abomination, for God hates 

unauthorized worship (Exod 20:3–6; Lev 10:1–3).  

The LORD judged Jeroboam (14:1–20)
Despite leading Israel into counterfeit worship, Jeroboam 

still hoped for a favorable word from God when his son 

was sick (1 Kgs 14:1–3). Like the crowds that would later 

follow Jesus, Jeroboam had a view of God that was selfish 

and manipulating (John 6:26). He saw God’s prophet as 

a way to get what he wanted, not as a way to determine 

what God wanted. He wanted God’s help in his trouble 

but not God’s rule over his life.

But God’s prophet was not fooled. Though physically 

blind, God enabled Ahijah to see through the disguise 

of Jeroboam’s wife (1 Kgs 14:1–6). Ahijah condemned 

Jeroboam for not following the LORD as David had, 

even though the LORD had proven His grace toward 

Him (14:5–9). Therefore, God would destroy the line of 

Jeroboam, cutting off every male descendant (14:10). 

The destruction would be so complete that Jeroboam’s 

descendants would lack even a proper burial (14:11; 

cf. Deut 28:26). Finally, as Israel’s king, Jeroboam’s sin 

brought judgment on Israel as well. Israel would be exiled 

from the land (14:15–16). 

God’s word came true. The 

sick son died immediately. 

This was evidence of God’s 

mercy, since this son alone 

had a proper burial (14:12–

13). But it was also proof of 

judgment to come (14:13, 

17–18). Within a few years, the rest of Jeroboam’s 

descendants were slaughtered (15:25–29). Then nearly 

200 years later, Israel was driven into exile (2 Kgs 17:23). 

Because Jeroboam disobeyed God, he lost the blessing of 

a lasting dynasty and a secure kingdom. 

The story ends by saying that the record of Jeroboam’s 

wars and reign can be read elsewhere (1 Kgs 14:19). 

In other words, God is not impressed by a person’s 

great earthly accomplishments. What matters to God is 

worship, to honor God by obeying, serving, and adoring Him 

in the way He requires. If we do not properly worship God, 

nothing else we accomplish in our lives matters. Rather 

than worship our own security or concoct a religion for 

our own convenience, we must turn to “the way, the 

truth, and the life,” Jesus Christ (John 14:6), and keep His 

commands (14:15). Unless we do, our end will be worse 

than that of Jeroboam and his family (Rev 21:8).

God punishes Jeroboam • 1 Kings 12:1–33; 14:1–18

THINK ABOUT IT
We can only 
come to God 
His way, through 
Jesus Christ(John 
14:6).

THINK ABOUT IT
The disobedient 
will not enjoy 
God’s blessings 
(Deut 28).



140

Lesson Outline 
God takes His blessing away from those who do not worship Him.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

2.  Jeroboam was unfaithful to the LORD 

(12:25–33).

• Jeroboam set up golden calves to 

replace worship at the temple (12:25–

30).

• Jeroboam set up priests to replace the 

Levites (12:31).

• Jeroboam set up a festival to replace the 

festival in Jerusalem (12:32–33).

3.  The LORD judged Jeroboam (14:1–20).

• Jeroboam still tried to seek the LORD’s 

help (14:1–3).

• Ahijah condemned Jeroboam for not 

following the LORD as David had (14:4–

9).

• Ahijah prophesied destruction for 

Jeroboam and exile for Israel (14:10–

16).

• Jeroboam’s son died and Jeroboam died 

(14:17–20).

1. The LORD made Jeroboam king of Israel (12:1–24).

2.  Jeroboam did not worship the LORD (12:25–33).

3. The LORD punished Jeroboam (14:1–18).

1.  The LORD was faithful to Jeroboam 

(12:1–24).

• Rehoboam acted foolishly and Israel 

rejected him (12:1–19).

• Jeroboam became king of Israel; 

Rehoboam was king of Judah (12:20).

• This division was from the LORD 

(12:21–24).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Jeroboam • 1 Kings 12:1–33; 14:1–18

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.  Who did God promise to be king over 10 tribes of Israel?  

Jeroboam.

2.  Did God keep His promise?  

Yes. Jeroboam became king over the 10 northern tribes of Israel.

3.  Did Jeroboam worship God?  

No. He made two calf idols instead.

4.  Did Jeroboam’s descendants become kings after him?  

No. God caused them all to be killed because of Jeroboam’s disobedience.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.  What two promises did God make to Jeroboam?  

God promised to make him king over 10 tribes of Israel, and He promised to make his 

descendants kings too if Jeroboam worshiped God. 

2.  How did God keep His promise of giving 10 tribes to Jeroboam?  

God used the foolishness of Rehoboam and his friends to tear Israel apart.

3.  How can this encourage you when things around you are going badly?  

It reminds us that God is in control of the good and the bad.

4.  After Jeroboam became king over the 10 tribes of Israel, what did he make?  

He made a false religion, including 2 golden calves, 2 places of worship, lots of other 

places of worship, a new priesthood, and a new religious festival.

5.  Why did Jeroboam make a false religion?  

Jeroboam was trying to protect his kingship.

6.  What does Jeroboam’s religion show us about false worship?  

False worship can look a lot like real worship, but it is from man, not from God. It may also 

be more convenient, tolerant, inclusive, and even more real looking. However, it is the 

enemy of true worship and leads to death.

7.  Jeroboam sinned to try to secure his kingship, but what did he actually get?  

The destruction of his family and the end of his dynasty.

8.  How did Jeroboam’s sin affect Israel?  

Because Israel embraced Jeroboam’s false worship, Israel would be exiled from the 

promised land about 200 years later.



142

Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

GET INSIDE JUDAH 

Lay two hula hoops on the 

floor. Break the class into two 

teams. Name one Israel and the 

other Judah. Because Rehoboam 

listened to poor advice, God 

allowed Israel to be broken into 

two parts. One was called Israel 

and the other Judah. The object of 

the game is to get as many team 

members into the team’s “country” 

(hoop) without touching anything 

outside the hoop. The children will 

only have each other to keep their 

balance. The country with the 

most children wins. 

THE BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE

Some children have a hard time 

finishing their dinner. To encour-

age their children to eat all their 

food, some parents promise their 

children a small treat after dinner 

if they eat everything on their 

plate. However, if they don’t finish 

their dinner, they don’t get the 

treat. That’s like our story today. 

God had a blessing all ready for 

Jeroboam, but Jeroboam could 

not have the blessing unless he 

worshiped God. 

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM 

Glue a map of ancient Israel to the 

outside of an egg carton. Fill the 

egg carton with 12 plastic eggs and 

write the names of the 12 tribes 

of Israel on the eggs, one tribe 

per egg. Place the “Judah” and 

“Benjamin” eggs next to each other 

on one end of the carton. During 

the lesson, cut off the last section 

of the carton containing “Judah” 

and “Benjamin”. Explain that Israel 

had been one kingdom but was 

split in two after King Rehoboam’s 

foolish answer. 

BLESSING LOST

Bring a small toy or piece of candy. 

You should also bring a fairly large 

but empty container (one that is 

not see through). Give a child the 

piece of candy. Tell him that he can 

keep the candy, or he can trade 

the candy for what’s inside the 

container. If the child doesn’t want 

to trade, go to different children 

until one chooses to trade. When 

they realize they got nothing, ex-

plain that’s what Jeroboam did: by 

disobeying God, he traded God’s 

certain promises for his own ideas. 

As a result, he lost the blessing and 

got nothing. 

JEROBOAM’S OFFERING

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock, 

glue, and crayons. 

Directions: Pre-cut all pieces 

from craft sheet. Have children 

color Jeroboam. Color the calves 

yellow to represent the golden 

calves. Glue onto a sheet of 

cardstock, as shown below.

AGES 3–5
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Jeroboam’s Offering
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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God punishes Jeroboam • 1 Kings 12:1–33; 14:1–18

THE BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE 

Review the blessings and curses 

found in Deuteronomy 27–28. In 

these chapters God instituted a ritu-

al where half of Israel’s tribes stood 

on Mount Gerizim and proclaimed 

all the blessings of obedience to the 

covenant. The other six tribes stood 

on Mount Ebel and proclaimed all 

the curses of disobedience to the 

covenant. Since the one mountain 

was lush and green and the other 

dry and brown, this provided a very 

graphic dramatization of the decision 

that constantly lay before the nation 

of Israel. In today’s lesson, Jeroboam 

faced a similar decision: he could 

obey God and enjoy God’s blessing 

or disobey God and receive God’s 

judgment. This same decision lies 

before us every day.

CAN YOU TASTE A DIFFERENCE?

Make two pitchers of Kool-Aid (or 

other sugary drink). Use real sugar 

in one and artificial sweetener in 

the other. Allow the children to 

taste the two drinks and ask them to 

identify the drink made with coun-

terfeit sweetener. In today’s lesson, 

Jeroboam tried to substitute the true 

worship of God with the worship of 

idols.

GOD MEANT IT FOR GOOD

At the end of the book of Genesis, 

Joseph makes a profound state-

ment concerning God’s sovereignty 

over the affairs of men: “As for you, 

you meant evil against me, but God 

meant it for good, to bring it about 

that many people should be kept 

alive, as they are today” (50:20). 

Rehoboam’s foolishness was 

brought about by God in order to 

fulfill God’s promise to Jeroboam 

(1 Kgs 12:15). God is sovereign 

over all things, even foolishness 

and sin.

UPROOTED PLANT 

Bring to class a potted plant, and 

place it in front of the class during 

the lesson. As 1 Kings 14:15–16 

is read, discuss God’s uprooting 

of Israel from the good land. To 

illustrate this, pull the plant out 

of its pot by its roots. (Using a 

plant with an established root 

base works best.) Later, talk about 

what happens to a plant when it is 

uprooted.

ISRAEL’S DIVIDED KINGDOM  

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheets, and 

crayons.

Directions: Have the students 

color and cut the tent pieces. 

Color each piece a different color 

as each one represents a different 

tribe of Israel. Glue 2 tents to 

the craft sheet in the Southern 

Kingdom and 10 tents in the 

Northern Kingdom. Color the 

water blue and the land brown 

and green. 

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

Israel’s Divided Kingdom 
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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KINGDOM FRACTURE

Bring an x-ray of broken bone to 

class and show it to the children. 

Talk about how it happened and 

how much it hurt. Then tell the 

class that today we’re going to 

learn about Israel’s “fracture” 

during the reign of Solomon’s son. 

A HEAVIER YOKE 

Instruct two child volunteers to 

hold out their arms, palms up, and 

place four heavy books in each 

child’s arms. Read the suggestion 

Jeroboam and the assembly of 

Israel gave to Rehoboam in 1 

Kings 12:1–7. Take two books 

away from the first child to illus-

trate how Rehoboam could have 

chosen to lighten the burden on 

Israel. Read verses 8–17, and 

place the two books you removed 

from the first child onto the stack 

carried by the second child. Ask 

this child how he feels carrying a 

much heavier load. Then add two 

more books (total of eight books) 

to increase the weight further. 

In addition, after reading verse 

10, ask all the children to hold 

up their pinkies and compare it 

to the sizes of their waists. This 

will give them a visual image of 

how much Rehoboam desired 

to increase the burden on the 

people of Israel. 

CAN YOU SPOT THE FAKE?

Bring in something genuine along 

with an imitation of it (examples: 

money, sunglasses, jewelry, sugar/

artificial sweetener, antiques, 

collectables, etc.). Have children 

spot the differences. Tell them 

that in the lesson today, Jeroboam 

tried to make a fake religion to 

replace true worship of God. Ask 

the children if they can identify the 

parts of Jeroboam’s religion that 

were man-made.

FOOLISH ADVICE

Ask for a volunteer from the class 

and prescribe some very foolish 

advice. Insist the child take your 

umbrella home on a perfectly 

sunny day. Or, instead of flipping 

your Bible right-side up, insist that 

it’s much easier to simply stand on 

your head with your feet against 

the wall. Or try to teach a portion 

of the day’s lesson with a mouthful 

of water, insisting that this will 

make you a better communicator 

because your mouth won’t get 

dry when you speak. Rehoboam 

received foolish advice from his 

counselors and, sadly, he followed 

it. 

QUESTIONS OF A KING

It can be confusing to remember 

all the happenings of Israel 

and Judah. Here are some 

questions to ask the children 

about Rehoboam and Jeroboam: 

(1) Who ruled over Judah? 

(Rehoboam); (2) Who ruled 

over Israel? (Jeroboam); (3) 

Who was prophesied to reign? 

(Jeroboam); (4) Who was 

Solomon’s son? (Rehoboam); (5) 

Who reigned where the temple 

was? (Rehoboam); (6) Who hid in 

Egypt from Solomon? (Jeroboam); 

(7) Who taxed the people greatly? 

(Rehoboam); (8) Who led his peo-

ple away from the Lord? (both). 
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INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 9–11



Elijah and the prophets of Baal 
1 KINGS 16:29–17:1; 18:1–2, 17–46 

LESSON 28
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The LORD alone is God, so follow 
Him alone.

Supporting Truths

1. The LORD alone is God.

2.  The LORD’s power proves He is 

God.

3.  The LORD’s unbreakable word 

proves He is God.

4.  The LORD’s answers to prayer 

prove that He is God.

5.  The LORD shows people He is God 

so that they will follow Him alone.

Objectives

1.  State what “Elijah” means.

2.  Describe how the LORD showed His power 

on Mount Carmel.

3.  List three things God said would happen that 

happened in this story.

4.  List several characteristics of Elijah’s prayers, 

and describe God’s answers.

5.  Explain Elijah’s goal for Israel and for Ahab.

“And when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces and said, ‘The LORD, he is 
God; the LORD, he is God’” (1 Kgs18:39).
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Lesson Summary
Jeroboam perverted the worship of the LORD, but Ahab replaced it entirely. He led Israel 

to worship Baal instead of the true God. So God sent Elijah to declare that the LORD alone 

is God. God proved this by predicting the future, by stopping and starting the rain, by 

sending fire to burn up Elijah’s sacrifice, by answering prayer, and by empowering Elijah to 

outrun Ahab’s chariot. Baal could not do any of these things. Therefore, Elijah urged Israel 

and Ahab to follow the LORD alone.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The LORD proved to Israel that He is God by displaying His great power at Mount Carmel. 

And He did that with even greater power when He came to earth as the man Jesus Christ. 

Jesus proved His power by His miracles and by His victory over sin, Satan, and death. He 

also displays His power in believers by giving them the Holy Spirit. Because He is the true 

God, Jesus demands that we follow Him without reservation. 

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

Elijah and the prophets of Baal • 1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 18:1–2, 17–46 

God punishes Jeroboam  

1 Kings 12:1–33; 14:1–18

Elijah and the 

prophets of Baal  

1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 

18:1–2, 17–46  

LAST WEEK NEXT WEEK

God is glorified by 

protecting Judah  

2 Kings 18:1–19:37 

THIS WEEK

DIVIDED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary 
The LORD alone is God, so follow Him 
alone.

The book of Kings proves that God was just and right 

to exile Israel from their land. Israel kept rebelling in 

spite of God’s word, patience, and merciful interven-

tion. Jeroboam, for example, rejected God’s promises 

and ignored God’s warnings (1 Kgs 12–14). But Ahab 

was even worse (16:30, 33). Besides continuing 

Jeroboam’s phony religion, Ahab also married wicked 

Jezebel, and together they established Baal worship 

as Israel’s national religion (16:31–32). In their days 

the word of God was openly defied (16:34). So God 

sent Elijah to show Ahab and all Israel that God’s 

word cannot be ignored, for the LORD alone is God: 

He alone deserves worship, He alone has power, and 

He alone answers prayer. 

The LORD stopped the rain (16:29–
17:1; 18:1–2, 17–18)
As Israel turned to the worship of Baal, God sent a 

prophet to confront their growing idolatry. His name 

was Elijah, meaning “The LORD is my God” (17:1).

As one through whom God spoke, his message was like 

his name. Elijah was sent to declare that the LORD 

was God and there was no other. Elijah warned 

that The LORD was about to punish Israel for their 

idolatry by stopping the rain (Lev 26:18–19; Deut 

11:16–17; 28:23–24). This was especially humiliating 

for Baal, who was supposed to be in control of the 

rain. Since Israel lacked river 

irrigation like Egypt, rain was 

necessary for food. Thus, 

by causing a drought, and 

by announcing it in advance 

(Isa 42:9), the LORD showed 

that He, not Baal, was the 

true God. 

The ideals people worship today have much in com-

mon with Baal worship. Baal worship was tangible, 

exciting, entertaining, and sensual, and the goal of 

Baal worship was prosperity and success. Not much 

has changed today. Modern man continues to pursue 

material prosperity, worship health, embrace immo-

rality, escape reality through entertainment, and live 

for the next exciting adrenaline rush. However, these 

pursuits are empty and powerless to deliver. They 

are, like Baal, dead and deadening. They are “less 

than nothing” and an “abomination (Isa 41:24). 

God’s curse was the result of Ahab’s idolatry, but 

Ahab accused Elijah of troubling Israel (1 Kgs18:17). 

At that time everything in Israel seemed to be going 

well: the kingdom was stable, there was a new, 

permanent capital, and trade relations with the 

Phoenicians were prosperous. If only those intolerant 

believers in the LORD would stop meddling! A thou-

sand years later, pagans would blame early Christians 

for Rome’s problems, and even today, in places 

where Christianity used to be valued, unbelievers 

accuse Christians of halting“progress” through their 

rigid commitment to God’s standards. Yet, as Elijah 

declared, the wicked are the ones who bring trouble 

by abandoning the precepts of God (18:18).

 

Elijah’s test proved that Baal is not God 
(18:19–29)
To see who was right, Elijah proposed a contest 

(18:19). In the process he also challenged Israel to 

fully commit to following the LORD (18:21). They 

had not yet wholly rejected the LORD, but they were 

unwilling to worship Him alone. They were “limping” 

along between two choices. By refusing to commit, 

Israel was crippling itself. So Elijah called Israel to 

worship the LORD alone. Their praise, devotion, and 
obedience must no longer be divided between the 

LORD and Baal. 

The contest would settle who was God. And since 

both the LORD (Ps 18:14; 29:3–9; 104:3) and Baal 

were believed to possess power over thunder, 

lightning, and storms, it would be a fair test. The 

winner would demonstrate that he alone was God. 

But when Baal’s prophets prayed all morning, “there 

was no voice” (1 Kgs 18:26), implying that there 

was also no Baal. They grew more frantic, “limping” 

around the altar in their powerlessness. Finally, they 

cut themselves, hoping to manipulate their gods by 

arousing their pity. Yet all their idolatrous worship 

was worthless.

As Baal’s prophets limped and bled, Elijah mocked 

them and their god. They had made Baal in their own 

image, so maybe he, 

like man, was busy, or 

traveling, or asleep 

(18:27). But as morning 

passed into afternoon 

there was nothing: 

THINK ABOUT IT
The LORD alone 
declares the 
end from the 
beginning (Isa 
46:9–10).
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THINK ABOUT IT
Those who worship 
idols feed on ashes 
(Isa 44:20).
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no voice, no answer, and no response (18:29). That’s 

because false gods cannot hear. They are worthless, like 

scarecrows in a cucumber field (Jer 10:5) or logs cast 

into the fire (Isa 44:16–17).

Elijah’s test proved that the LORD is God 
(18:30–40)
While the chaotic prophets raved into the afternoon, 

Elijah calmly prepared to call upon the Lord. He rebuilt 

the LORD’s broken altar, using 12 stones to represent 

the 12 tribes of Israel (1 Kgs18:30–31). Although Israel 

was divided politically, the one altar demonstrated that 

Israel was not to be divided religiously. Israel as a whole 

still belonged to the LORD. Finally, Elijah soaked the 

wood and the altar with water to make it clear that the 

fire about to come was from God (18:33–35).

When the preparations were complete, Elijah prayed 

(18:36). Praying at the time of the evening sacrifice 

connected Elijah’s worship to the temple worship 

prescribed by God. He did not imitate the ravings of 

Baal’s prophets, for the LORD forbids cutting (Lev 

19:28; Deut 14:1) and cannot be manipulated (Matt 

6:7). Instead he prayed by faith, depending wholly on 
God. He prayed for the sake of the LORD’s honor (1 Kgs 

18:36), trusting in God’s sovereignty even over Israel’s 

sin (18:37). These are the marks of godly prayer: it 

depends on God and seeks God’s glory.

God is not bound to give us all that we pray for (Dan 

3:17–18; Matt 26:39), but while God is free to carry 

out His will, He also loves to answer prayer (Matt 7:11). 

In this case, the LORD answered Elijah immediately 

and powerfully. He burned up not just the offering, as 

the terms of the contest stipulated, but also the wood, 

stones, dust, and water too (1 Kgs 18:38)! The LORD 

often goes above and beyond what is required to prove 

that He is omnipotent, unlimited in power (Matt 14:20). 

The LORD, not Baal, answers prayer (Isa 65:24). The 

LORD, not Baal, controls the storm.

So when the people saw the fire from the LORD they 

shouted, “Yahweh is God!” (1 Kgs 18:39). Yahweh is 

God’s covenant name, the “name of God’s redeeming love,” 

the name by which He declared His plan to deliver 

Israel from Egypt to be His own people (Exod 3:14). In 

the English Bible they trans-

late the term as “LORD” or 

“GOD.” Recognizing this, the 

people killed Baal’s prophets 

according to God’s law (1 

Kgs 18:40; Deut 13:13–18; 

17:2–7).

The LORD sent rain (18:41–46)
Now that Baal was exposed as a fraud, the LORD could 

restore rain to Israel without people thinking the rain 

was from Baal. So Elijah told Ahab to eat and drink, 

for the drought was over (1 Kgs 18:41). After his bold 

prediction, Elijah went to the top of Mount Carmel to 

pray while Ahab went up to celebrate (18:42). But this 

time God did not answer Elijah immediately (18:43).

Yet Elijah persevered in humble dependence until a 

small cloud appeared (18:44). The cloud grew into a 

storm, resulting in a torrential downpour (18:44–45).

The diligent prayer of a righteous man is powerful (Jas 

5:16–18), and the answers of the true God are above 

and beyond all that we ask or imagine (Eph 3:20).

Finally, the LORD empowered Elijah to run before 

Ahab’s chariot the 15 to 25 miles back to Jezreel (1 

Kgs 18:46). This signified the LORD’s power, but it also 

demonstrated Elijah’s loyalty. Elijah acted like one of 

Ahab’s servants, running before his chariot. It was an 

opportunity for Ahab to consider all he had just seen 

and repent. If he would follow the words of God’s 

prophet, God’s prophet would be his servant instead of 

his enemy.

Jesus Christ has made a similar offer. Jesus proved 

that He is the LORD, the only God, by dying and rising 

from the dead. He demonstrated the power of God 

by His miracles and His victory over sin, Satan, and 

death (Col 2:15). He proved 

the unbreakable word of 

God by fulfilling numerous 

prophecies (Isa 7:14; Micah 

5:2; Matt 5:17). So now let 

us stop limping between two 

opinions; since Jesus is Lord, 

we must follow Him alone.

Elijah and the prophets of Baal • 1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 18:1–2, 17–46 

THINK ABOUT IT
Our Heavenly 
Father delights 
to give good 
things to His children 
(Matt 7:11).

THINK ABOUT IT
There is no 
neutrality before 
God—we are 
either for Him or 
against Him.
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Lesson Outline 
The LORD alone is God, so follow Him alone.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

2.  Elijah’s test proved that Baal is not God 
(18:19–29).
• Elijah called for a test to see who is God 

(18:19–24).
• The prophets of Baal raved while Elijah 

mocked (18:25–28).
• Baal sent no fire and gave no answer at all 

(18:29).

3.  Elijah’s test proved that the LORD is God 
(18:30–40)
• Elijah rebuilt the LORD’s altar and covered 

it with water (18:30–35).
• Elijah prayed for the LORD to turn the 

hearts of His people back to Him (18:36–
37).

• The LORD sent fire and burned up the 
offering, the altar, and the water (18:38).

• The people said “The LORD is God” and 
killed Baal’s prophets (18:39–40).

4. The LORD sent rain (18:41–46)
• Elijah prophesied rain and prayed for rain 

(18:41–44).
• The LORD sent lots of rain (18:45).
• The LORD empowered Elijah to outrace 

Ahab’s chariot (18:46).

1.  Ahab’s prophets prayed to Baal (18:25–28).

2. Baal did not answer (18:29).

3.  Elijah prayed to God (18:30–37).

4. God sent fire from heaven (18:38).

5. The people knew the LORD is God (18:39–40).

1.  The LORD stopped the rain (16:29–

17:1; 18:1–2, 17–18).

• Ahab led Israel into Baal worship 

and defied the LORD (16:29–34).

• The LORD stopped the rain 

because of Ahab and Israel’s 

idolatry (17:1).

• The LORD sent Elijah to Ahab 

because He was about to send rain 

again (18:1–2).

• Ahab and Elijah accused each other 

of destroying Israel (18:17–18).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

Elijah and the prophets of Baal • 1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 18:1–2, 17–46 

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.  What false god did Ahab’s prophets pray to?  

Baal.

2.  Did Baal send fire to burn up their offering?  

No. There was not even a tiny answer.

3.  Who did Elijah pray to?  

Elijah prayed to the LORD, the true God.

4.  Did the LORD send fire to burn up his offering?  

Yes. And He burned up the whole altar and the water, too, because He is omnipotent.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.  Why was Ahab more wicked than any of Israel’s previous kings?  

King Ahab officially introduced Baal worship into the nation of Israel.

2.  How did the LORD punish Israel for worshiping Baal?  

The LORD caused a drought, which showed that Baal did not really have any power to 

send rain.

3.  What does Elijah’s name mean?  

“The LORD is my God.” That was his message: The LORD is God; Baal is not.

4.  Was Ahab right to blame Elijah for troubling Israel?  

No. Trouble comes to those who turn away from following the LORD alone.

5.  What contest did Elijah propose?  

Baal’s prophets would prepare a sacrifice to Baal, and Elijah would prepare one to the 

LORD. Then they would pray and see if Baal or the LORD would send fire to burn up the 

sacrifice. The one who sent the fire would prove to be God.

6.  Why did Elijah propose this contest?  

Elijah wanted Israel to stop “limping” between two decisions. They needed to see that the 

LORD alone is God, so that they would follow Him alone.

7.  Contrast the way Baal’s prophets prayed with the way Elijah prayed?  

Baal’s prophets raved and cut themselves. Elijah prayed calmly, simply, and humbly. He 

prayed for God’s glory and for the good of Israel. 

8.  How did the LORD prove that He is God?  

While no answer came from Baal, the LORD answered by burning up the offering, the 

altar, and the water too. Then God proved His power again by sending lots of rain and by 

empowering Elijah to outrun Ahab’s chariot.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

WHAT IF? 

Imagine what it would be like with-

out water or food. Ask, “Who takes 

baths? Who has gone swimming? 

Who likes to drink water, juice, or 

soda? What if there was no more 

water to take baths, to go swimming, 

or even to drink your favorite 

drink?” Then ask, “Who has ever 

been really, really hungry? Have you 

ever run out of food and had to go to 

the store to get some more? What if 

the grocery stores ran out of food? 

How would you get food to eat? In 

today’s story we’ll learn about a time 

when God stopped the rain.

THE STORM IS COMING 

Have the children sit in a circle 

and imitate you as you lead them 

through making storm sounds. Begin 

by snapping your fingers; then pat 

your chest, pat your thighs, slap 

the floor, and blow air out of your 

mouth. If you want, you can lead the 

children back through the motions, 

ending with snapping fingers. Ask 

the children whether those sounds 

remind them of anything. When 

they answer “rain,” tell them that in 

today’s lesson they will be learning 

about a time when God stopped the 

rain, then sent it again.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

GOD IS SUPREME 

The word supreme refers to 

something that is the greatest, 

highest, or best. Have some fun 

with the children by testing their 

knowledge of “est.” The biggest 

mammal, the fastest land animal, 

the tallest animal, strongest man, 

etc. The biggest animal is not also 

the fastest and the tallest. You can 

normally only be an “est” in one 

particular way. Imagine someone 

who is the biggest, fastest, stron-

gest, most intelligent, wisest, and 

so on. That someone would be our 

God. He is supreme, unchallenged 

in all His qualities.

WHO’S ON THE OTHER END?

Bring in two tin cans attached by a 

string. Show the children how you 

can use it like a telephone. Let the 

children speak and listen through 

it. Now put one can on the ground, 

speak into the other can, and then 

listen for a response. Keep trying 

until the children point out that 

no one is on the other end. Explain 

this is what Baal’s prophets 

were like. They never got even a 

whisper, showing that Baal did not 

exist. The LORD alone is God. 

GOD GLORIFIES HIMSELF

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, brown 

construction paper, orange paper 

or tissue paper, cotton balls, 

glue, and blue or silver glitter (or 

glitter paint).

Directions: Pre-cut logs from 

brown construction paper. 

Instruct the students to use the 

paper logs and orange tissue 

paper (or orange paper flames) 

to create fire on the left side of 

the craft sheet. They can create 

the rainstorm on the right side of 

the sheet by using cotton balls as 

clouds and sprinkling glue with 

blue or silver glitter to represent 

the rain. 

AGES 3–5
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God Glorifies Himself
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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Elijah and the prophets of Baal • 1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 18:1–2, 17–46 

FOR REAL 

There are many things in our lives 

that are made to look real but really 

are not. Sometimes a test is the best 

way to prove that something is real. 

A shatterproof ruler might provide a 

dramatic example. Only the genuine 

product can be bent over double 

and not shatter. Demonstrate this 

by bending both a shatterproof and 

non-shatterproof ruler in front of 

the class. In today’s lesson we will 

learn about a test that God gave His 

people so they could know that He 

alone was God.

CAMPFIRE MATERIALS

Tell the children that you’d like to 

build a campfire, but no matter how 

hard you try, you can’t seem to start 

a fire. Pull out the materials you’ve 

been using and ask the children 

if they can identify the problem. 

Items to show the children include: 

wood, a spray bottle full of water, a 

damp cloth, matches, stones, garden 

hose, fire extinguisher, etc. Tell the 

children that today we’re going to 

learn how the prophet Elijah asked 

God to show that He was the only 

God by burning an altar that was 

covered with water.

GOOD FOR NOTHING

Cut a paper cup in half from top 

to bottom. Show that it’s not very 

useful when it’s divided. Then use 

a cup that is whole. A heart divided 

between God and idols is useless. 

Our hearts need to belong complete-

ly to God.

IT LOOKS LIKE RAIN 

Throughout the lesson, ask a child or 

another leader seven times if it looks 

like it is going to rain (you could hold 

up an umbrella each time you ask). 

Six times he should say “no,” but on 

the seventh time he should say that 

he sees a small cloud and that it looks 

like it will rain. Tell the children what 

happened after Elijah’s servant saw a 

small cloud. 

GOD SENDS FIRE FROM 

HEAVEN

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheets, construc-

tion paper, scissors, glue, and 

crayons. 

Directions: Have children color 

and cut out all pictures from the 

craft sheet. Cut out the box tem-

plate and put it together to form 

an altar. Glue the fire on top of the 

altar. Glue the altar and pictures 

to the construction paper. Glue 

the verse to the bottom of the 

paper. 

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

God Sends Fire from Heaven
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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A MIND DIVIDED

Have a child come up to the 

whiteboard. Tell him to draw a 

smiley face in one color and a 

frowny face in another color. 

Have him start with the smiley 

face, but just as he begins, tell 

him to switch colors and draw the 

frowny face. Keep going back and 

forth so that the child never has a 

chance to draw either one. Show 

that his problem is that he is not 

focused in just one direction. His 

focus and energy are divided, 

crippling his efforts. This is what 

had happened to Israel in today’s 

lesson.

IMAGINARY FRIEND

Introduce the class to your imag-

inary friend. Pretend to shake 

hands with him or give him a hug. 

Ask the children if they think he is 

real. When they say no, redouble 

your efforts to prove that he 

exists. You might even devise 

some kind of test in which your 

friend could prove his existence. 

After finally admitting that your 

friend doesn’t exist, read Isaiah 

44:9–20 together as a class. 

Explain that in today’s lesson we’ll 

see that Israel had fallen into the 

sin of idolatry, worshiping a god 

that did not exist.

LIMPING BETWEEN TWO 

CHOICES 

Bring in two long pieces of wood. 

Lay the wood flat on the ground in 

the shape of a V (ends fairly close 

at one end but far apart at the 

other end). Have the children try to 

walk the length of them with a foot 

on one and the other foot on the 

other. The boards should get far 

enough apart that the children are 

eventually unable to keep going 

with a foot on each piece of wood. 

Then have them walk on just one 

piece of wood straight from one 

end to the other. It should be much 

quicker, though not necessarily 

easy. Compare to Israel limping 

between two choices. 

DIVIDED LOYALTIES 

Wear the apparel of two rival 

sports teams or countries at the 

same time. Tell the class that real 

fans support both sides equally, 

even though they are bitter rivals. 

Ask the children what they think. 

Use this activity to illustrate the 

sinful hesitation of the people in 

1 Kings 18:21. The people had 

not totally rejected God, but their 

divided worship was not accept-

able to God.

WHAT IS WORSHIP? 

Ask the children what worship 

is. In today’s lesson we saw two 

groups of people who worshiped 

different gods. Elijah worshiped 

the true God of Israel, and the 

priests of Baal worshiped Baal. So 

what is worship? Ask the children 

to give examples. Explain that 

worship is praising and living rev-

erently for someone or something. 

This involves obedience. Who do 

the children obey? God, and those 

He has placed over us, or their own 

desires? 
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INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 9–11



God is glorified by protecting Judah 
2 KINGS 18:1–19:37

LESSON 29 
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The LORD defends His people for 
the glory of His name.

Supporting Truths
1. The LORD is always able to save.

2.  The LORD defends His own 

honor.

3.  The LORD’s people can trust Him 

to save.

4.  The LORD’s power over nations 

proves He is the true God.

5.  The LORD answers the prayers 

of His people.

Objectives
1.  Tell how God saved Jerusalem from the 

Assyrians.

2. Explain how Rabshakeh mocked the LORD.

3.  Describe how Hezekiah trusted the LORD.

4.  Contrast the LORD’s power with the weakness 

of other nations’ gods.

5. List several characteristics of Hezekiah’s prayer.

“So now, O LORD our God, save us, please, 
from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that you, O LORD, are God 
alone” (2 Kgs 19:19).
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Lesson Summary
Israel had already fallen to the Assyrians. They were exiled because of their sins, just as 

God had warned. But Judah remained, experiencing renewal and prosperity under godly 

King Hezekiah. But the Assyrians invaded Judah as well. They tried to undermine Judah’s 

faith, even mocking the LORD Himself. So when Hezekiah prayed that God would save 

Jerusalem and defend His honor, the LORD answered. The LORD single-handedly slaugh-

tered the Assyrians and saved His people for the honor of His name.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God displayed His mighty power when He rescued Jerusalem from the Assyrians. He 

did this in order to defend and display His great glory. But we see God’s ability to save 

even more powerfully in the gospel. While there is no denying the blessings the believer 

receives in salvation, it’s also true that God saves sinners in order to glorify Himself by 

revealing His boundless grace and compassion. Heaven is full of praise for God’s glory in 

saving sinners.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God is glorified by protecting Judah • 2 Kings 18:1–19:37

NEXT WEEK

Elijah and the 

prophets of Baal  

1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 

18:1–2, 17–46 

God is glorified by 

protecting Judah  

2 Kings 18:1–19:37

God punishes Judah 

2 Kings 21:1-18; 

24:1–25:30

LAST WEEK
THIS WEEK

DIVIDED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary
The LORD defends His people for the glory 
of His name.

Most of 1–2 Kings records Israel’s failure to follow 
the LORD, proving that the LORD was right to send 
them into exile. But in the midst of the sin and judg-
ment, the LORD preserved a faithful remnant so that 
one day He could restore His people Israel. So when 
Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem cried out to 
God, the LORD delivered them from terrible trouble 
and overwhelming opponents (cf. Isa 36:1–39:8). The 
LORD did this in order to defend the honor of His 
name and the lives of His covenant people.

The Assyrians came (18:1–16)
After Israel divided during Rehoboam’s reign (1 Kgs 
12), Judah became its own kingdom. Unlike Israel 
in the north, Judah enjoyed several good kings. But 
none of them so far had been as zealous for God 
as David had been—until Hezekiah (2 Kgs18:3).
Hezekiah eradicated idolatry and all forms of unau-
thorized worship (18:4). He trusted God more than 
any other king of Judah (18:5), keeping the LORD’s 
commands (18:6b) and remaining faithful to the 

end (18:6a). As a result, the 
LORD blessed Hezekiah with 
the success that comes from 
obedience to God’s word 
(18:7–8; Deut 28:1–14; Josh 
1:8).

Perhaps Hezekiah learned from Israel’s mistakes. In 
the north, Israel had never followed the LORD, so 
Abijah had prophesied their exile (1 Kgs 14:15). This 
prophecy came true while Hezekiah was reigning in 
Judah (722 bc). He saw the Assyrians defeat Israel, 
capture their capital, and remove the people to 
faraway places (2 Kgs 18:9–11). Why? Because Israel 
had forsaken God’s commands (18:12).

But if obedience leads to 
blessing and disobedience 
to cursing, why was Judah 
devastated by Sennacherib, 
the king of Assyria (18:13)? 
Was the godly Hezekiah 

cursed? First, Judah’s defeat was a direct conse-
quence of past sin. The failures of Solomon (1 Kgs 
11), Rehoboam (1 Kgs 12), and others brought Judah 
to this point, a reminder of how our sins can affect 
people many generations after us. Second, as the 

story will show, God allowed such trouble in order to 
show His great power to deliver. Third, this trouble 
increased Hezekiah’s faith. At first Hezekiah tried to 
deter Sennacherib by his own strength (18:15–16). 
But when his bribe failed, he threw himself entirely 
upon God. So God’s blessing may come in the midst of 
great pain and sorrow. 
 
The Assyrians boasted (18:17–36; 
19:8–13)
Before attacking Jerusalem, Sennacherib sent a 
message through his official, the Rabshakeh. His 
goal was to undermine Judah’s faith in God. He 
spoke loudly in Hebrew in an effort to not only 
weaken Hezekiah’s faith, but also the faith of all the 
people in Jerusalem (18:26–28). As Satan did with 
Eve in the Garden of Eden, the Rabshakeh twisted 
the truth to create doubt and confusion. 

The cunning Rabshakeh mixed truth with error. He 
was right that Judah could not trust Egypt (18:21), 
and he was right that Hezekiah had destroyed the 
high places (18:22). But, he wrongly asserted that 
the LORD was upset about the destruction of the 
high places. However, since Judah had worshiped 
at the high places since the time of Rehoboam, 
the people may have been tempted to consider 
Rabshakeh’s lie. Was Assyria’s invasion proof that 
Hezekiah should not have destroyed the high 
places?

The Rabshakeh then resorted to outright lies. 
After mocking Judah’s weakness (18:23–24), he 
claimed the LORD had told Sennacherib to destroy 
Judah (18:25). Could this be true? After all, God 
had promised that if Israel was unfaithful He would 
cause Israel’s enemies to defeat them (Deut 28:25). 
Were Hezekiah’s reforms too late, or maybe even 
misguided? Was this the final judgment against 
Judah’s sins?

The Rabshakeh continued to undermine Judah’s 
trust by questioning their hope of deliverance. 
He claimed that if Judah continued to resist, they 
would be left so hungry that they would eat and 
drink filth (2 Kgs 18:27). He asserted that neither 
Hezekiah nor the LORD would be able to deliver 
them (18:29–30), so they should trust Sennacherib 
instead. He promised peace and prosperity in a new 
and good land (18:31–32). Which should Judah 
choose? Certain misery and defeat or the possibility 
of a new and happy life outside the promised land?
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THINK ABOUT IT
The key to 
success is 
obedience.

THINK ABOUT IT
Disobedience is 
never worth it.



STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

Finally, the Rabshakeh insulted the LORD Himself, 
comparing Him to the powerless gods of other nations 
(18:33–35; 19:8–13). This seemed like a clever 
strategy, for it was based on the historical fact that 
no god had been able to resist Assyria. Could Judah 
be sure the LORD was so different? So the people 
of Judah now faced a massive army outside their 
walls and gnawing doubt inside their hearts. But the 
Rabshakeh’s mockery would prove to be his ruin. 

Hezekiah prayed (18:37–19:7, 14–19)
What could Hezekiah do? His enemies were great, his 
resources were low, and his allies were feeble. Judah 
was like a mother in the pains of labor but too weak 
to give birth (19:3). So Hezekiah went to the LORD’s 
temple and mourned (19:1), casting all his burdens 
upon God (Ps 55:22; 1 Pet 5:6–7). He sought God’s 
word through Isaiah the prophet (19:2), trusting the 

LORD to respond in the 
defense of His own honor 
(19:4). Isaiah’s response 
gave hope: Do not fear, for 
the king of Assyria will go 
away and die (19:5–7). God 
would personally inter-
vene to demonstrate His 
supremacy over all other 
so-called gods. 

But after a second message from the Rabshakeh 
(19:8–13), Hezekiah may have begun to doubt Isaiah’s 
words. So Hezekiah prayed again (19:14–19). He began 
by remembering who the LORD is, praising Him as the 
only God and the Maker of all things (19:15). Then he 
presented his case to God (19:16–17), which helped to 
clarify his perspective (19:18). After this he presented 
his request, calling on God to save Judah (19:19a; Phil 
4:6–7). Finally, he stated the reason for his request, 
“that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, 
O LORD, are God alone” (2 Kgs 19:19b).

The LORD answered (19:20–34)
The LORD answered Hezekiah’s prayer through 
the prophet Isaiah, exposing the error of the proud 
Assyrians. They had mocked the true God, “the Holy 
One of Israel,” not some false god (19:22). The LORD is 
holy, separate, not like other so-called gods. Sennacherib 
and the Rabshakeh were fools: by raging against the 

LORD they guaranteed their 
own defeat (19:27; cf. 1 Sam 
17:36).

Their foolishness was also 
demonstrated by their 
arrogance, claiming credit for 
themselves even though their victories had been given 
by the LORD (2 Kgs 19:23–26). Assyria often led away 
their captives with hooks in their noses, but now the 
LORD would do the same to them (19:28). Assyria had 
foolishly attacked the LORD, and in short order their 
crushing defeat would serve as an illustration of the 
LORD’s glory. 

While crushing Assyria, 
the LORD would rescue 
Jerusalem. He would cause 
food to grow for them 
despite the devastation 
caused by the Assyrians, 
and like the growing plants, Judah also would take root 
and grow (19:29–31). God would protect Jerusalem, 
preventing Assyria from stepping foot inside the city 
(19:32–33). Why was the LORD so zealous to defend 
Jerusalem? He would do it “for my own sake and for the 
sake of my servant David” (19:34). Just as Hezekiah had 
prayed, the LORD always acts for the sake of His own 
name, for His own glory (Isa 42:8; 48:11), and He does 
so by keeping His loving promises to His people.

The Assyrians left (19:35–37)
But would God’s word really come true? What about 
Rabshakeh’s boasts? How could Judah defeat the 
massive Assyrian army? They couldn’t, but God did. In 
one night the angel of the LORD slaughtered 185,000 
Assyrians (2 Kgs 19:35), and those who survived 
returned to Nineveh (19:36). Nothing is impossible with 
God (Num 11:23). He is omnipotent, all powerful. Then, 
years later, Sennacherib’s own sons assassinated him 
while he was worshiping his god (2 Kgs 19:37). Where 
now is the boasting of Sennacherib and Rabshakeh? 
It was silenced, just like all those who set themselves 
against the LORD (Rom 14:11). But while God casts out 
the proud, He rescues the humble (Matt 5:3), saving all 
those who trust in Him. 

THINK ABOUT IT
Hezekiah 
honored the 
LORD’s supremacy 
and trusted the 
LORD’s sovereignty.

God is glorified by protecting Judah • 2 Kings 18:1–19:37

THINK ABOUT IT
Satan combines 
external trouble 
with internal 
doubt in an 
attempt to 
destroy our faith.

THINK ABOUT IT
The LORD fights 
against the proud 
(Jas 4:6).
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Lesson Outline 
The LORD defends His people for the glory of His name.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

• The Rabshakeh said, “Resist and die or 
surrender and live in peace” (18:26–32).

• The Rabshakeh said Assyria would defeat 
the LORD like the other gods (18:33–35; 
19:8–13).

3.  Hezekiah prayed (18:37–19:7, 14–19).
• Hezekiah mourned and sought counsel 

from Isaiah (19:1–4).
• Isaiah prophesied that the king of Assyria 

would go away and die (19:5–7).
• Hezekiah prayed for deliverance so that all 

would know the LORD is God (19:14–19).

4. The LORD answered (19:20–34).
• The LORD, the Holy One of Israel, was the 

one Assyria mocked (19:20–22).
• The LORD had given Assyria its victories 

(19:23–26).
• The LORD would now end their victories 

because of their arrogance (19:27–28).
• The LORD would defend Jerusalem for His 

name’s sake (19:29–34).

5. The Assyrians left (19:35–37).
• The angel of the LORD slaughtered 

185,000 Assyrians (19:35).
• The rest of the Assyrians went home 

(19:36).
• Sennacherib, king of Assyria, was killed in 

his own god’s temple (19:37).

1.  The Assyrians attacked Judah (18:1–16).
2.  The Assyrians mocked the LORD (18:17–36; 19:8–13).
3. Hezekiah prayed (18:37–19:7, 14–19).
4. The LORD defeated the Assyrians (19:20–37).

1. The Assyrians came (18:1–16).
• Hezekiah was a very godly king of 

Judah (18:1–8).
• Assyria defeated Israel because of 

Israel’s sin (18:9–12).
• Assyria came to attack Jerusalem 

(18:13–16).

2.  The Assyrians boasted (18:17–36; 
19:8–13).
• The Rabshakeh said the LORD 

wanted him to destroy Jerusalem 

(18:17–25).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God is glorified by protecting Judah • 2 Kings 18:1–19:37

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.   Who attacked Judah?  

The Assyrians.

2.   What did Hezekiah do?  

He prayed.

3.   What did God do?  

He destroyed the Assyrians.

4.   Why did God do that?  

For the sake of His name. For His glory and honor.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.   What was King Hezekiah known for?  

He was known for his great faith and for destroying all idols and high places.

2.   What happened to Israel and why?  

The LORD caused them to be defeated and exiled because of their sin.

3.   How did the Rabshakeh undermine Judah’s faith?  

He said the LORD was unhappy with Hezekiah, that the LORD had told him to destroy Jerusalem, and 

that the LORD could not save Jerusalem because no other gods could save their nations.

4.   How did Hezekiah pray?  

He depended on God. He let God know his need. He remembered who God is and praised Him. He 

prayed for God to defend His glory.

5.   How did the LORD answer?  

The LORD answered that Assyria had no power of its own. God would take away Assyria’s success 

because Assyria had attacked the LORD Himself. He would defend His glory.

6.   What happened to the Assyrian army?  

The angel of the LORD slaughtered 185,000 Assyrians in one night, and the rest went home.

7.   What happened to Sennacherib, the king of Assyria?  

He was assassinated by his own sons in the temple of his god.

8.   What did this prove?  

This proved that the LORD alone is God, that He has power over all, and that He can always rescue 

those who trust in Him.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

CARRIED AWAY 

Because Israel did not obey the 

voice of the Lord their God, He 

allowed them to be taken away 

by another country (Assyria), as 

He had promised would happen. 

Pick four children to be the 

Assyrians, and divide the rest of 

the class into four teams. Each 

Assyrian will lead one blindfold-

ed Israelite at a time through 

a maze of chairs to Assyria. 

The first team to bring all their 

Israelites to Assyria wins.

STRANGE SOUNDING WORDS

Children love strange sounding 

words. So say some of the 

interesting names and titles in 

this story, allowing the children 

to repeat after you: Hezekiah, 

Sennacherib, Jerusalem, Assyria, 

Rabshakeh, Eliakim, Isaiah, 

Tirhakah, Nisroch, and Nineveh. 

Briefly state who or what each 

name is and have the children 

raise their hands during the 

lesson when they hear one of 

these names.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

CLINGING TO GOD 

2 Kings 18:6 says, “For [Hezekiah] 

held fast to the Lord; he did not 

depart from following Him, but 

kept His commandments, which 

the Lord had commanded Moses.” 

Ask the children what it means to 

cling. Give a child a stuffed animal, 

and ask him to cling to it. Try to 

gently remove it from him. Next, 

have a child hold onto a rope 

while being lifted or pulled. Tell 

the children that in today’s lesson 

they will be learning about a king 

who clung to God.

THE NATIONS LIKE A DROP

Ask the children how big the 

world is. What’s the farthest 

any of the children have ever 

traveled? Have any of them ever 

traveled outside the country? Pull 

out an eye dropper (make sure it’s 

full of water) and show it to the 

children. Then tell them that all 

the nations of the world are like 

a drop of water before God (Isa 

40:15). It was no problem at all for 

God to defeat the massive army 

of the Assyrians. Put a drop of 

water in each of their hands and 

ask them to imagine that they’re 

holding all the countries of the 

world.

WHO CAN DELIVER THEM?  

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheets, scissors, 

glue, and crayons.

Directions: Pre-cut the rectangles 

with phrases from the craft 

sheet. Have the children color 

the rectangles that you have 

cut out. Next they should color 

the pictures of the idols on the 

second craft sheet (in the boxes 

that have “NO! or YES! in them). 

Fold the rectangles along the 

dotted line and glue the rectan-

gles onto the craft sheet, covering 

each box. Only the portion above 

the dotted line should be glued so 

that the pieces may function as 

doors.

AGES 3–5
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See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2



TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God is glorified by protecting Judah • 2 Kings 18:1–19:37

HEZEKIAH’S STORY

Have a teacher dress like Hezekiah 

with sackcloth and ashes. As he 

arrives in class, he can begin to 

excitedly explain what is happening in 

Judah. He can explain that although 

things look bleak for Judah, he has 

brought his request to the Lord, and is 

confident that God will act in order to 

demonstrate that He alone is God. Tell 

the children that today’s lesson will 

reveal how God answered Hezekiah’s 

prayer.

MOCKING 

Have you ever had anyone make fun 

of you or one of your family members? 

How did that make you feel? What 

if they were making fun of God? We 

know that anything bad that people 

say about God is not true. God is good 

and holy and perfect. There is nothing 

bad about Him, and He never changes. 

In today’s lesson we will learn about 

how a people called the Assyrians 

made fun of God and threatened 

God’s people. Let’s find out what 

happened to the Assyrians and the 

children of Israel.

WHAT IS 911? 

It is the number you call in an 

emergency, so that police, firefight-

ers, or paramedics come quickly. 

We consider them heroes for how 

quickly and courageously they 

come to the rescue. That is kind of 

like Hezekiah’s prayer in the lesson 

today. His emergency turned into 

an opportunity for prayer, and God 

proved His great power and glory 

by coming quickly to the rescue.

LIKE NOTHING BEFORE HIM

Isaiah 40:17 says that “all the na-

tions are as nothing before [God].” 

Bring an inflatable beach ball globe 

to class and blow it up in front of 

the children. While holding the 

globe, describe how easy it was for 

God to defeat the Assyrian army. 

HEZEKIAH’S PRAYER

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheets, scissors, 

yarn, hole puncher, and crayons.

Directions: Instruct the students 

to color and cut the hands out 

along the solid lines and then fold 

along the dotted lines. After all 

the pages have been cut out and 

placed together, punch two holes 

along the spine of the booklet. 

Weave yarn through the holes 

and tie it for binding.  

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

Hezekiah’s Prayer
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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TRUST 

In 1860 a famous tight-rope 

walker named Charles Blondin 

crossed Niagara Falls several 

times, a distance of 1000 feet and 

a height of 160 feet above the 

crashing falls. One of the times 

he crossed with a wheelbarrow. 

As Blondin crossed he saw a man 

who was amazed by what Blondin 

could do. Blondin asked the man 

if he believed that he could put a 

person in the wheelbarrow and 

cross safely. The man answered 

“yes,” and Blondin then told him 

to get into the wheelbarrow, but 

the man refused. In our lesson 

today we will see how King 

Hezekiah didn’t just say that he 

trusted God. He actually did it.

POWER OF PRAYER 

Ask the children in what ways 

a cell phone is like and unlike 

prayer. In today’s lesson we will 

see that Hezekiah, by asking God 

and through God’s power, was 

protected from his enemies, the 

Assyrians. Hezekiah’s desire was 

that God be glorified and that the 

nations know that God is God 

alone and that it is by His power 

that they are saved.

CLINGING TO GOD 

Ask the children what it means to 

cling. Give them some examples: 

static cling, monkeys clinging to 

their moms when they are small, 

a little brother or sister, or even 

nursery children who cling to their 

parents or leader. Discuss why 

small children cling to their parents 

and then explain why we should 

cling to God. God, the ultimate 

provider of all things, should be 

the one we cling to in prayer, in our 

words, and in our actions. Explain 

that God desires us to cling to Him 

and desires our dependence on 

Him. When we don’t depend on 

and cling to Him, we show that we 

think we are better than God or 

that we don’t need God. We should 

be like King Hezekiah and trust 

God in all aspects of our life. 

STAGGERING VICTORIES

The following stats reveal the 

number of enemies of God killed at 

one time by one person:

Jashobeam (1 Chr 11:11): 300.

Abishai (2 Sam 23:18): 300.

Shamgar (Judg 3:31): 600 

Philistines with an ox goad. 

Adino the Eznite (2 Sam 23:8): 

800.

Samson (Judg 16:27): Over 3,000 

Philistines.

The angel of the LORD (2 Kgs 

19:35): 185,000 Assyrians.

HOLD FAST 

In 2 Thessalonians 2:13–17 Paul 

tells believers to “hold fast” in 

the faith. In today’s lesson we 

learned about King Hezekiah and 

how he held fast to his faith in the 

Lord, which was proved by his 

actions. Read the passage from 2 

Thessalonians and go over how 

believers are to hold fast. Discuss 

the ability that believers have 

to pray and ask God to help and 

strengthen them in times of need. 

List some examples of situations 

that your children encounter at 

school, home, and around town, 

where their faith may be tested. 

Ask the children to name some 

times when they have to “hold 

fast” in their faith and trust God, 

as Hezekiah did. 
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AGES 9–11



God punishes Judah 
2 KINGS 21:1-18; 24:1–25:30

LESSON 30
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The LORD hates and punishes sin.

Supporting Truths
1. The LORD hates sin.

2. The LORD punishes sin.

3.  The LORD is sovereign to 

punish.

4.  The LORD is faithful to punish.

5.  The LORD is gracious even 

when He punishes.

Objectives
1. Describe Manasseh’s sin.

2.  List the things Judah lost, the things Judah left, 

and the things Judah suffered.

3.  Recount the historical events God used to 

punish Judah.

4.  Match the many promises of punishment with 

their fulfillment.

5.  Explain why Jehoiachin’s release from prison is 

included in the story.

“And the LORD said, ‘I will remove Judah also 
out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, 
and I will cast off this city that I have chosen, 
Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, My 
name shall be there’” (2 Kgs 23:27).
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Lesson Summary
Manasseh undid all the good that his father Hezekiah had done. He even worshiped 

false gods in the LORD’s temple. He practiced witchcraft and child sacrifice. The people 

of Judah joined him in his sin, having rebelled against God since the days of the exodus. 

Although God had been very patient, the time had come to punish Judah just as God had 

promised. God used the Babylonians to punish Judah, destroying the temple and city 

walls. But God also gave hope by preserving the line of David.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God’s judgment against Judah proves that mankind is thoroughly sinful. It shows God 

hates sin and punishes sin, especially the sin of those who claim to be God’s people but 

do not follow Him. But there is hope. Through Jehoiachin the Messiah came, and He 

bore God’s righteous wrath against sin. Whoever believes in Him is forgiven and has 

been given a new heart, a heart of obedience. But whoever does not believe in Jesus is 

condemned.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Judah • 2 Kings 21:1-18; 24:1–25:30

NEXT WEEK

God is glorified by 

protecting Judah  

2 Kings 18:1–19:37  

God punishes Judah  

2 Kings 21:1-18; 

24:1–25:30 

God shows mercy to 

Jonah and Nineveh 

Jonah 1:1–4:11

LAST WEEK
THIS WEEK

DIVIDED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary
The LORD hates and punishes sin.

Long before Israel’s first human king, Moses warned 
the people that God would bless faithful obedience 
but curse faithless disobedience (Deut 28). The curs-
es included: drought (28:24; cf. 1 Kgs 17:1), defeat by 
enemies (Deut 28:25; cf. 2 Kgs 18:13), and ultimately 
exile from the promised land (Deut 28:63–68). If 
Israel turned away from God, God would turn away 
from Israel, removing the many blessings He had 
given them. Israel had already experienced defeat 
and exile for their defiant sin (2 Kgs 17), but instead 
of learning from Israel’s punishment, Judah was 
following in the footsteps of their brothers to the 
north. Now they would learn firsthand that the LORD 
hates and punishes sin, just as He promised.

The LORD’s anger against Manasseh 
(21:1–18)
Instead of trusting the LORD’s promises like his 
father Hezekiah (18:5; 19:15–19), Manasseh trusted 
in false gods, worshiping everything but the LORD 
(21:1–9). Manasseh’s idolatry had six characteristics. 
First, it was irrational. Manasseh rejected the true 
God and worshiped the gods of the nations whom 
God had driven out before them (21:2). And he did 
this in spite of the fact that God had just removed 
the northern tribes for doing the very same thing! 
Idolatry—loving, obeying, and worshiping anyone or 
anything in God’s place—is stupid. 

Second, Manasseh’s idolatry 
was useless. Those who 
worship false gods, like Baal, 
do so only for what they can 
get out of it, doing whatever 
it takes to manipulate their 
god to give them whatever 
their hearts desire (1 Kgs 
18:26–29). Manasseh even 

resorted to witchcraft and killing his own child (2 Kgs 
21:6). But, as the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel 
learned, false gods have no voice, cannot answer, and 
do not pay attention (1 Kgs 18:29). This is because 
they do not exist (Isa 44:18–20). The search for 
security apart from God leads to total insecurity.

Third, Manasseh’s idolatry was rebellious (2 Kgs 
21:4). By defiling the temple, he rejected what it 

stood for: the God who forgives (Lev 16:1–16), 
sustains (Exod 25:23–30), and answers prayer (Exod 
30:1–10; Rev 8:3). He also openly violated God’s 
commands against idolatry (Deut 12) and witchcraft 
(Deut 18:9–13), two sins which God hates.

Fourth, Manasseh’s idolatry was faithless. He 
rejected both God’s presence (2 Kgs 21:7) and God’s 
promise (21:8). Instead of believing God’s prophets, 
he likely killed them (21:10–16). Because Manasseh 
refused to acknowledge God, God would not make 
his paths straight (Prov 3:5–6). Instead, God would 
bring upon Judah the punishments Manasseh had so 
callously ignored (Deut 28:16–63).

Fifth, Manasseh’s idolatry was evil, more wicked 
even than the idolatry of the Canaanites whom the 
Lord removed from the land (2 Kgs 21:9–11). But 
how could this be? Weren’t the Canaanites as bad as 
it gets (Lev 18:1–3; Deut 9:5; 12:31)? Yet Manasseh 
added to the Canaanite’s sin by spurning all of the 
LORD’s blessings. Never before had a nation been 
so richly blessed by God, and never before had a 
nation so thoroughly squandered that blessing. The 
only thing worse than a whole-hearted sinner is a 
whole-hearted sinner who takes the LORD’s name 
and blessings and uses them for evil.

Sixth, Manasseh’s idolatry was destructive. By pro-
voking the LORD’s anger, Manasseh guaranteed the 
LORD’s punishment. This punishment would be so 
terrifying that people would shudder just to hear of it 
(2 Kgs 21:12). It would be unavoidable, as certain as 
the LORD’s destruction 
of Israel in the north 
(21:13a). It would be 
thorough,like wiping a 
bowl clean (21:13b). In 
the face of the LORD’s 
wrath, Judah would be 
helpless, easy prey for 
their enemies (21:14). 

The worship of anyone or anything in God’s place is 
irrational, useless, rebellious, faithless, evil, and de-
structive. Even though Manasseh repented at the end 
of his life (2 Chr 33:12–16), the damage was done. 
He left behind a legacy of sin (2 Kgs 21:17), one that 
even Josiah’s reforms could not undo (23:26–27). 
May Manasseh’s flagrant disobedience be a warning: 
turn from evil and seek God before it is too late (Isa 
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THINK ABOUT IT
Manasseh thought 
his way was best, 
but turning away 
from God leads only 
to destruction (Ps 
1:4–6).

THINK ABOUT IT
Idolatry 
exchanges the 
glory of immortal 
God for images 
resembling 
mortal man (Rom 
1:23).



STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

55:6–7). Those who do will find compassion, but those 
who do not will be punished severely, for God hates 
those who do evil (Ps 5:5).
  
The LORD’s punishment of Judah (24:1–
25:26)
Judah’s destruction came quickly. First, 
Nebuchadnezzar attacked Egypt (605 bc). Then later 
that same year he invaded Judah, taking some of the 
Jewish nobility—including Daniel and his friends (Dan 
1:1–3)—captive. Then the LORD sent raiders to punish 
Judah (602 bc), showing that He is sovereign, faithful, 
just, and immovable (2 Kgs 24:2–4). He was sovereign, 
using the nations around Israel to accomplish His 

purpose (24:1–2). He was 
faithful, because He did 
what He said He would do 
(24:2). He was just, giving 
the punishment that was 
deserved (24:3). And He 
was immovable, because 
the time for judgment had 
come (21:4). 

Then in 597 bc Jehoiachin, king of Judah, surrendered 
to Nebuchadnezzar, who took Jehoiachin, his family, 
and 10,000 officials, soldiers, and craftsmen to 
Babylon, including Ezekiel (24:10–16; cf. Ezek 1:1–3). 
They had rejected the temple where the LORD 
promised to be present with them, so now the LORD 
was stripping away the glories of the temple (2 Kgs 
24:13). They had rejected the LORD who had brought 
them into the promised land, so now the LORD was 
throwing them out of the promised land (24:14).

Finally, the LORD banished Judah from His presence 
(24:20). There was a two-year siege, during which the 
people in Jerusalem suffered extreme misery, includ-
ing cannibalism (25:3; Lam 2:20; 4:10). This horror 
and misery was exactly what the LORD said would 
happen if Israel did not cling to Him (Deut 28:54–58). 
Finally in 586 bc, Jerusalem was captured, the temple 
and many other buildings were burned, and the city 
walls were torn down (2 Kgs 25:9–10). All but the very 
poorest were taken to Babylon (25:12).

Even then, Judah still continued to multiply evil. The 
remaining Judeans, led by Ishmael, assassinated the 
governor Nebuchadnezzar had installed over the land 
of Judah (25:25). Fearing 
Babylonian retaliation, 
all the remaining people 
fled to Egypt (25:26; Jer 
42:9–43:7). This final act 
of disobedience was ex-
actly what God said would 
happen (Deut 28:68).

God punishes evil. He is very patient, giving many 
opportunities to repent and mercifully forgiving those 
who do. But His patience eventually comes to an end, 
when it is too late to repent, when God punishes evil 
with great wrath (2 Pet 3:9–10).

The LORD’s faithfulness to David (25:27–
30)
After several chapters of sin and sadness, there is 
a glimpse of hope. Around 561 bc, after Jehoiachin 
had been in prison for 37 years, he was released and 
honored above all the other kings in Babylon (2 Kgs 
25:27–28). All was not lost, for God’s promise to David 
remained intact (2 Sam 7:12–16). David’s dynasty had 
survived the curse of exile. There was still hope.

This hope is realized in Jesus Christ. As a descendant of 
Jehoiachin (Matt 1:12), He was the true Son of David. 
The line of David had been cut down to a stump, but 
a shoot sprouted up from that stump once again (Isa 
11:1). In Him both Jew and Gentile hope (Rom 15:12), 
because the story of Israel’s fall shows us that our sal-
vation depends on God alone. Left to ourselves, we are 
sinful, and not one of us seeks for God (Rom 3:10) or 
lives for God’s glory (3:23). All of us, apart from Christ, 
can expect only certain and unavoidable doom, worse 
than even Judah’s final destruction (2:9). But Christ 
died to bear God’s wrath against sin (3:24–25) and to 
give new life to all who believe in Him (6:4–5). In Christ 
we can be made new creations (2 Cor 5:17), righteous 
in God’s sight (5:21) and able to live lives pleasing to 
Him (5:9, 14–15). 

THINK ABOUT IT
Are you prepared 
to face God’s 
judgment (Heb 
9:27)?

God punishes Judah • 2 Kings 21:1-18; 24:1–25:30

THINK ABOUT IT
God’s rich 
kindness, 
patience, and 
forbearance are 
meant to lead us 
to repentance 
(Rom 2:4).
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Lesson Outline 
Yahweh hates and punishes sin.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

2.  The LORD’s punishment of Judah (24:1–

25:26).

• Raiders attacked Judah (24:1–7).

• Nebuchadnezzar plundered the temple and 

took 10,000 captives (24:8–17).

• Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem’s 

walls and temple and carried more people 

into exile (24:18–25:21).

• The Judeans who were left fled to Egypt 

(25:22–26).

3.  The LORD’s faithfulness to David (25:27–

30).

• King Jehoiachin was released from prison 

(25:27).

• King Jehoiachin was honored by the king of 

Babylon (25:28–30).

1.  God hated Manasseh’s sin (21:1–18).
2.  God punished Judah’s sin (24:1–25:26).
3. God kept His promise to David (25:27–30).

1.  The LORD’s anger against Manasseh 

(21:1–18).

• Manasseh defiled the temple with 

idols (21:1–9).

• Manasseh and Judah’s sin provoked 

God to punish them (21:10–15).

• Manasseh murdered many people 

and led Judah into great sin (21:16–

18).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Judah • 2 Kings 21:1-18; 24:1–25:30

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.   Who was the most wicked king of Judah?  

Manasseh.

2.   Why was he so wicked?  

He worshiped idols in God’s temple.

3.   Who did God send to destroy Judah?  

God sent the Babylonians.

4.   Why did God destroy Judah?  

Because God hates sin and promised to punish sin.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.   What sins did Manasseh commit?  

He built high places, worshiped idols (even in God’s temple), sacrificed his son, practiced witchcraft, 

and killed innocent people.

2.   What does Manasseh’s idolatry show us about the worship of idols?  

Idolatry is irrational (stupid, foolish), useless, rebellious, faithless, evil, and destructive.

3.   What did God think about Manasseh’s sin?  

God was angry with Manasseh’s sin. He hates sin.

4.   Was Manasseh the only one who sinned?  

No. All Judah had rebelled against God since the exodus from Egypt (2 Kgs 21:15).

5.   What does Judah’s punishment show us about God?  

God is sovereign, able to punish as He pleases. He is just, punishing sin as it deserves.  He is faithful, 

punishing just as He says. He is immovable, firm in His decision to punish.

6.   What did Judah suffer, lose, and leave when God punished them?  

They suffered a brutal siege. They lost their temple, many buildings, city walls, gold, and bronze, and 

many even lost their lives. They left the promised land. In other words, they lost all that God had given 

them.

7.   Who was released from prison at the end of the story?  

After 37 years in prison, Jehoiachin was released.

8.   What did this show?  

This showed that God was not finished with the line of David. The Messiah would still come through 

David’s family.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

ENVISION INVASION 

Not all the children will grasp the 

concept of an invasion. It involves an 

unlawful entry into one’s space and 

an infringement of one’s rights and 

privileges. Ask the children whether 

they have some space at home that 

is theirs—a place where they keep 

their special toys or where they can 

play uninterrupted. How do they 

feel when siblings invade their space 

and privacy? This could be further 

demonstrated when the class breaks 

up into groups to play games or do 

a craft. Some “invaders” could be 

appointed to go into each group 

and carry off some of the crafts or 

members of the group. Today’s lesson 

will teach us about some invaders 

God-appointed to punish Judah.

DIVINE TIMEOUT

As God’s chosen people, Israel 

enjoyed a number of special rights 

and privileges. Many of these were 

closely connected to the land that 

God promised to give them. The exile 

was God’s removal of these privileg-

es as a form of discipline upon the 

nation. The children can relate to this 

in the form of “timeout” when they 

have disobeyed. The exile was time 

out of the promised land and time 

out of God’s blessings.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

WIPE THE DISH  

Color the outside of a plate or 

coffee mug with a dry erase 

marker. During the lesson, wipe 

the dish clean in front of the 

children. Tell the children that 

because of Manasseh and Judah’s 

sin, God said He would “wipe 

Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, 

wiping it and turning it upside 

down” (2 Kgs 21:13). Explain that 

this meant God would punish 

them by destroying their city and 

removing the people from the 

land.

THE FALL OF JERUSALEM  

Make a stack of blocks to repre-

sent the city of Jerusalem and 

place them on a table in front of 

the children. With each invasion, 

remove a number of blocks 

from the tower. This depicts the 

removal of Israelites from the land 

at each invasion. After the final 

invasion, the whole country came 

crashing down!

EXILE POP-UP 

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, scissors, 

yarn, hole puncher, tape, glue, and 

crayons.

Directions: Before class time, 

make a paper-man chain by 

folding an 11x 4.5-inch piece of 

paper lengthwise into an accor-

dion shape. Trace the template 

on the craft page onto the strip, 

and cut out the shape. Unfold the 

accordion; it will make a chain of 

four paper men. Punch holes in 

the hands and feet. (Make enough 

chains so each student has one). 

Pre-cut card and verse from craft 

sheet. During class have children 

decorate the men. Thread yarn 

through the holes. Glue one half 

of each end person to the inside. 

Glue the verse inside the card.

AGES 3–5
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Exile Pop-Up
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2



TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God punishes Judah • 2 Kings 21:1-18; 24:1–25:30

SLOW TO LEARN

Have your parents ever told you not 

to do something, then your brother 

or sister does that exact thing right 

away? That’s like Manasseh and 

Judah: they saw the Canaanites 

punished for idolatry, and they saw 

Israel punished for idolatry. You would 

think they would avoid idolatry. But 

they didn’t. In today’s lesson we’ll see 

that they committed the very same 

sin. We think they were foolish (and 

they were), but we do the same thing. 

We’ve seen lots of warnings in the 

Bible to stay completely true to God, 

but how often do we disobey God?

GOING, GOING, GONE 

Begin the lesson by discussing some 

of the privileges that Israel enjoyed as 

God’s special people (Jerusalem, the 

king, land, the priesthood, the Law, 

the temple, God’s presence, abundant 

food, etc.). You can briefly revisit 

God’s blessings of Deuteronomy 28. 

Place objects representing these 

blessings (a crown, some dirt, a scep-

ter, a Bible, a picture of the temple, 

some fruit, etc.) on a table at the front 

of the class. At the end of the lesson, 

explain that because of their sin, Israel 

lost more and more of their privileges 

until they finally lost the entire land.

MUD FIGHT

Have you ever played in the mud? 

Did you get really dirty? Your 

parents might not have liked 

cleaning all the mud off of you. But 

what if you had the mud fight in the 

living room? That would be much 

worse. That’s like what Manasseh 

did when he worshiped idols in 

God’s temple.

PROVOKED TO ANGER 

Ask the children what makes them 

angry. What makes them angry is 

what “provokes” them to anger. 

Normally when people get angry, 

they do so for selfish reasons, 

and they try to take revenge on 

whoever harmed them. What do 

they think provokes God to anger? 

The sinfulness of people makes 

God angry. However, God doesn’t 

express His anger in selfish temper 

tantrums. Rather, God responds 

to sin by disciplining sinners. He 

disciplines His children so that 

we can share in His holiness (Heb 

12:5–11). Explain that discipline 

is a deterrent to help the sinner to 

stop sinning and to start obeying 

God. Discipline is the most loving 

thing a good God can do. 

GOD’S JUDGMENT ON JUDAH

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheets, brown and 

black construction paper, yarn, 

scissors, hole punch, tape, and 

crayons.

Directions: Have students color 

and cut out the cards from the 

craft sheets (six total). Match the 

three pairs and punch two sets 

of holes in the top of each set. 

Create links to shackles by cutting 

and taping together strips of black 

construction paper. Make two 

ends for the shackles from brown 

construction paper. Weave yarn 

through the holes on the cards 

and also in between the shackles 

to hold all together as one (see 

picture below). Tie off the ends of 

the yarn.  

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

God’s Judgment on Judah
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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NATIONAL TRAGEDY 

Jeremiah saw firsthand the 

destruction of Jerusalem. His 

book, Lamentations, describes 

the horrific destruction he 

witnessed at the hands of the 

Babylonians. Read the first 

chapter of Lamentations to the 

class, identifying the sorrow of 

Jeremiah (1:1–11) and the sor-

row of Jerusalem (1:12–22). Tell 

the class that in today’s lesson 

we’ll learn why God allowed such 

devastation to take place.

TOOLS OF DESTRUCTION

Bring some carpenter’s tools to 

class: hammer, saw, chisel, file, 

etc. Explain that these tools can 

be used to create or to destroy: 

it all depends on the desire of the 

one holding the tool. In today’s 

lesson, God used numerous for-

eign nations to destroy Jerusalem 

because of its sin (2 Kgs 24:2–4).

These nations attacked Israel, but 

their actions (and strength) were 

from the Lord.

RAY OF HOPE

Bring a tiny flashlight to class. 

As you describe Judah’s fall, 

turn off the lights. When Judah 

fell, their hopes went dark. They 

were crushed, broken, exiled, and 

miserable. But look (turn on the 

tiny flashlight): there is a little 

glimpse of hope. And one day this 

little glimpse of hope will become a 

light coming into the world to bring 

men out of darkness into God’s 

light (John 1:1–13). 

SLAVE TO SIN

Use a chain or rope to illustrate 

sin’s hold over us. Judah’s rebellion, 

which began from the time of the 

exodus, shows that mankind is a 

slave to sin and needs to be set 

free.

DO YOU HEAR THE WORD OF 

GOD?

Read Matthew 11:20–24 to the 

children. Tell the children that 

in this passage, Jesus is warning 

those people who hear the Word 

of God taught. He tells them 

that the day of judgment will be 

easier for the people of Sodom 

than it will be for the people who 

hear the Word of God and do not 

believe. Manasseh heard the word 

of God, but he still plunged Judah 

into greater and greater idolatry. 

He was able to see the miracles 

God had done for His father, 

Hezekiah. He probably even had 

heard and seen his father praying. 

Manasseh, though, chose not to 

follow God and followed idols 

instead. Because of his choices, 

and the nation’s sin, Judah would 

be severely judged. 
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AGES 9–11



God shows mercy to Jonah and Nineveh 
JONAH 1:1–4:11

LESSON 31 
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Salvation belongs to the LORD.

Supporting Truths
1.  The LORD is gracious and 

compassionate.

2.  The LORD’s grace extends to all 

people.

3.  God is powerful over all nature.

4.  The LORD saves those who 

repent and depend on Him.

5.  The LORD saves despite man’s 

rebellion.

Objectives
1. Define grace and compassion.

2.  Explain why Jonah did not want the Ninevites to 

be saved.

3.  List 4 times God controlled nature in the book of 

Jonah.

4.  Describe the repentance and trust of the sailors 

and the Ninevites.

5.  Describe how God used Jonah to bring salvation 

to Gentile sailors and Ninevites.

“Salvation belongs to the 
LORD” (Jonah 2:9b).
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Lesson Summary
God told Jonah to go preach in Nineveh, but Jonah did not want Gentiles to be saved. He 

fled from God, but God used Jonah to save the Gentile sailors. Then God saved Jonah’s life 

and sent him to Nineveh as planned. Even though Jonah wanted Nineveh to be destroyed, 

God used Jonah’s half-hearted obedience to save the Gentile Ninevites. When Jonah 

became angry, God taught him a lesson: God is right to show compassion, because salva-

tion belongs to Him.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Jonah foreshadowed Jesus. God sent Jonah to preach salvation for all, even Gentiles; 

Jesus died and rose again to provide salvation for all, even Gentiles. Jonah reveals that 

salvation depends on the mercy of God; Jesus proved God’s mercy by dying to provide 

the way to be saved. Jonah shows that salvation comes by repentance and faith; Jesus 

now grants salvation to all who repent and trust in Him.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON

God shows mercy to Jonah and Nineveh • Jonah 1:1–4:11

NEXT WEEK

God punishes Judah  

2 Kings 21:1-18; 

24:1–25:30  

God shows mercy to 

Jonah and Nineveh 

Jonah 1:1–4:11

God uses Esther to 

protect His people 

Esther 1:1–10:3

LAST WEEK
THIS WEEK

EXILEDIVIDED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary
Salvation belongs to the LORD.

When we hear the name “Jonah,” we instinctively 

add, “and the whale.” But it would be better, when we 

hear “Jonah,” to add, “and God’s compassion.” Jonah 

is the only prophet who was sent to a foreign land to 

preach to foreign people, so this book is about God’s 

compassion for all people, Jew and Gentile. God’s 

love is not limited to any one people group. Because 

of His compassion, the LORD rescues anyone He 

chooses to save, whether wicked foreigners or 

angry prophets. This is the truth Jonah spoke about, 

even though he resisted it by his actions: “Salvation 

belongs to the Lord” (Jonah 2:9).

The LORD called Jonah to preach to 
Gentiles (1:1–17)
The LORD called Jonah to go to Nineveh to preach 

against its sin (1:1–2). Nineveh was an important 

Assyrian city, and the Assyrians were known for tak-

ing pleasure in gruesome violence. Not only that, but 

Assyria was often Israel’s enemy. So Jonah did not 

want to preach to Nineveh. He had a comfortable life 

in Israel, during a time of great peace and prosperity, 

until called to go to Nineveh (2 Kgs 14:25). So true 

to his name, which means “dove,” Jonah fluttered off 

in the opposite direction at the first sign of trouble 

(Jonah 1:3; Hos 7:11).

Although the location of 

Tarshish is uncertain—per-

haps Paul’s hometown, the 

mining town of Tarsus in 

Cilicia—Jonah’s intent is 

clear: he was fleeing from 

the LORD’s presence. This 

was foolish, because the 

LORD is omnipresent. He is present everywhere (Ps 

139:7–10). But it was also sad, because the LORD’s 

presence is the special possession of God’s people 

(Matt 18:20). God’s loving presence is the Christian’s 

greatest desire and strongest hope (Exod 3:12; Josh 

1:9; Ps 27:4–5), and all true believers long to remain 

in Yahweh’s presence (Ps 51:11–12).

But the LORD was still present and powerful to save. 

As the sovereign ruler over nature (Ps 29:10), He 

hurled a violent storm at the ship (Jonah 1:4). And as 

the sovereign ruler over casting lots, He controlled 

the lot to identify Jonah as the cause of the trouble 

(1:7; Prov 16:33). Jonah was oblivious to God’s 

intervention (Jonah 1:5), he did not notice the contra-

diction between his profession and his actions (1:9), 

and he preferred death over repentance (1:12). But 

God still saved. Jonah had fled from preaching to the 

Gentiles, non-Jews, but now he had unintentionally 

been used by God to convert Gentile sailors (1:16)! 

Jonah had run from the LORD’s command, but now 

by the LORD’s command a fish saved Jonah’s life. 

Truly, salvation belongs to the LORD. 

 

The LORD saved Jonah, and Jonah gave 
thanks (2:1–10)
As rebellious Jonah sank deeper into the water, 

he had a change of heart. He acknowledged God’s 

sovereignty (2:1–3) and submitted to it (2:4–9).

Jonah, on the verge of death, cried out to the LORD 

from the depths of the sea (2:1–6a). Despite Jonah’s 

disobedience, the LORD was still gracious. The 

LORD heard his cry and sent a large fish to rescue 

him (1:17). At this point, Jonah was very thankful 

that salvation belongs to the LORD, at least when he 

was the one being saved (2:9).

The LORD called Jonah to preach to 
Gentiles again (3:1–10)
After the fish spit Jonah out on shore, the LORD 

again commanded Jonah to go to Nineveh. But this 

time, the LORD called Nineveh a great city, literally, 

“a great city to God,” indicating not only the city’s 

enormous population, but hinting at God’s compas-

sion for the multitudes living there (cf. 4:11). This 

time Jonah obeyed the LORD and went to Nineveh 

(3:1–3). But even though Jonah obeyed, his heart did 

not fully belong to God (cf. 4:1–3). 

But Jonah’s message, while seemingly brief, accom-

plished God’s purpose. That’s because salvation 

belongs to the LORD. The Ninevites, from great to 

small, people to animals, fasted and wore sackcloth as 

a sign of true repentance. Imagine the noise created 

by a city full of hungry children and livestock! The 
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THINK ABOUT IT
Jonah was 
running from his 
ever present help 
in time of need 
(Ps 46:1).
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Ninevites repented, turning from their evil ways and 

entrusting themselves completely to God (3:8–9). In 

response, God saved, for He abundantly pardons all 

who repent (Isa 55:6–7). 

Just as God saved the 

Gentile sailors, so now 

He saved the Gentile 

Ninevites. Jonah hoped for 

destruction, but salvation 

belongs to the LORD.

The LORD 
confronted Jonah’s 

selfish anger (4:1–11)
But Jonah was angry with God’s salvation (Jonah 4:1, 

4). Why? Because Jonah did not want the Ninevites to 

experience God’s grace, mercy, patience, and love (4:2). 

He was happy to experience God’s mercy himself when 

he was drowning, but he did not believe the Ninevites 

were worthy of God’s undeserved kindness. Jonah 

wanted to decide who was and who wasn’t worthy of 

grace. He said salvation belongs to the LORD (2:9), but 

he acted as if it belonged to himself.

So the LORD gave Jonah an object lesson (4:5–7). If 

Jonah cared so much about a plant that he was angry 

enough to die over it (4:8–9), why shouldn’t the LORD 

care about a very large city (4:10–11), especially one 

containing 120,000 children (4:11)? Jonah’s disregard 

even for the animals (cf. Ps 36:6) showed the reality 

of his heart: he only cared about himself and his own 

people. But God’s compassion is extended to all. 

Instead of telling us Jonah’s response, the book gives 

God the last word and leaves us with a question. Was 

God right to have compassion, pity for those who do not 

deserve it? We might say that the LORD was right and 

Jonah was wrong, but are there times when our actions 

resemble Jonah’s? Are we too comfortable where we 

are to go when God says go (Matt 28:19–20)? Do we 

pray for the salvation of our enemies, or do we yearn 

for their destruction? Do we think that we somehow 

deserve the LORD’s salvation more than others, or do 

we realize that we are all saved by grace (Matt 20:15; 

Luke 18:9–14; Eph 2:1–9)?

Despite Jonah’s rebellion and anger, in some important 

ways he prefigured Christ. 

When the unrepentant 

Jewish Pharisees asked for 

a sign to confirm Christ’s 

message, Jesus gave them 

the sign of Jonah (Matt 

12:39; 16:4; Luke 11:29). 

Jesus predicted that He, 

like Jonah in the fish, would 

be in the ground three days and nights (Matt 12:40). 

Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection confirmed His 

message of salvation. But while Jonah only half-heart-

edly believed that salvation belongs to Yahweh, Jesus 

was Himself the salvation provided by the LORD (1 

Cor 1:30). Jesus also declared to the unrepentant 

Jews that the Ninevites would rise up at the judgment 

and condemn them, for salvation belongs not to the 

self-righteous, but to those who respond to God’s 

message and seek His compassion( Matt 12:41).

The lesson the LORD was teaching Jonah is our great 

and only hope: salvation belongs to the LORD. When 

we see our sin and repeated failure, we must remember 

that God “is my rock and my salvation, my fortress…

on God rests my salvation and my glory” (Ps 62:6–7). 

When we realize the judgment we deserve, we re-

member this and have hope:“The steadfast love of the 

LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” 

(Lam 3:22–23). God is overflowing with compassion (Ps 

119:156) and powerful to save (Zeph 3:17). Salvation 

does not depend on or belong to us (Matt 19:26). 

Rather, in repentance and rest we are saved (Isa 30:15), 

for salvation belongs to the LORD (Ps 3:8).

THINK ABOUT IT
The LORD’s love 
for Gentiles was 
always part of 
God’s plan (Gen 
12:3).

God shows mercy to Jonah and Nineveh • Jonah 1:1–4:11

THINK ABOUT IT
When the wicked 
turn from their 
sin, God turns 
from His intended 
judgment (Jonah 
3:10; Jer 18:8–
10;36:3).
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Lesson Outline 
Salvation belongs to the LORD.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE 

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

2.  The LORD saved Jonah, and Jonah gave 

thanks (2:1–10).

• Jonah’s problem: He was about to die 

(2:1–6a).

• The LORD’s salvation: Jonah rejoiced that 

salvation belongs to the LORD (2:6b–10).

3.  The LORD called Jonah to preach to Gentiles 

again (3:1–10).

• Jonah obeyed the LORD’s call (3:1–3).

• The LORD used Jonah to save Gentile 

Ninevites (3:3b–10).

4.   The LORD confronted Jonah’s selfish anger 

(4:1–11).

• Jonah’s problem: He was angry at God for 

His mercy to Nineveh (4:1–3).

• The LORD’s salvation: The LORD 

proclaimed that salvation belongs to the 

LORD (4:4–11).

1.  God saved the sailors (1:1–17).
2.  God saved Jonah (2:1–10).
3.  God saved Nineveh (3:1–10).
4.  God saves because God has compassion (4:1–11).

1.  The LORD called Jonah to preach to 

Gentiles (1:1–17).

• Jonah ran from the LORD’s call 

(1:1–3).

• The LORD used Jonah to save 

Gentile sailors (1:4–17).
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God shows mercy to Jonah and Nineveh • Jonah 1:1–4:11

Lesson Questions
Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson. 

Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions

1.   Where did God tell Jonah to go?  

Nineveh.

2.   How did God save Jonah from drowning?  

God sent a fish to swallow Jonah.

3.   What did the Ninevites do when they heard Jonah’s message?  

They repented.

4.   Why was Jonah angry when God saved the Ninevites?  

Jonah didn’t think the Ninevites deserved God’s mercy.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions

1.   Why didn’t Jonah want to go to Nineveh?  

The Ninevites were Gentiles and enemies of Israel. Jonah did not want them to be saved.

2.   Is it possible to run away from God?  

No, because God is everywhere.

3.   How did God use Jonah to save the Gentile sailors?  

God sent a storm, guided the lots, and used Jonah’s confession to reveal Himself to the sailors.

4.   Why did God save the Ninevites?  

God saved them because He always planned to save Gentiles, and because He is full of compassion.

5.   What did the Ninevites do in order to be saved?  

They repented and trusted in God. They did not think they could earn salvation. Instead, they turned 

to God and hoped He would save them.

6.   Was Jonah right to be angry?  

No. Since he was happy for God to show mercy to him, he should have been happy for God to show 

mercy to Nineveh too. Since he cared for a plant, he should have cared for thousands of people and 

animals.

7.   Why was God right to spare the Ninevites?  

Salvation belongs to God, so He can save whomever He wants. He has always planned to save 

Gentiles, and He promises to save those who repent and trust in Him.

8.   Why did Jesus give the Pharisees the sign of Jonah?  

The Jewish Pharisees refused to believe and thought they were better than Gentiles. But Jesus said 

the sign of Jonah would confirm that they were wrong and needed to repent and believe like the 

Gentile Ninevites.
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Lesson  Activities 
Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson. 

GRACE
Read the story Corduroy by 
Don Freeman. Point out that 
there was nothing special about 
Corduroy, the stuffed bear. In 
fact, he was not new, he was 
missing a button, and he could 
not fix himself. But the little girl 
named Lisa chose Corduroy 
simply because she had set her 
love on him. When she made him 
her own, she also fixed him up. 
That’s what God’s grace is like: 
He sets His love on us, takes us 
as His own, and makes us holy.

FREE TO CHOOSE
Why did God warn only Nineveh 
and send a prophet only to them 
and not to other cities? That was 
God’s free choice. You could 
bring to class a bag of assorted 
candy and let each child choose 
one piece. Once every child 
has a piece, ask a few children 
why they chose the piece they 
did, and not some other piece. 
Explain that God has the same 
freedom to choose; He can do 
whatever pleases Him. God not 
only has the right to do whatever 
He chooses, but He also has 
the power to do it. This is God’s 
sovereignty—His freedom to 
choose whatever He will and the 
power to carry it out.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

DRESS LIKE JOSEPH

Have a child come and “hide” in 

front of the class by putting his 

hands in front of his face. Point 

out that we can all still see him. 

That’s like Jonah trying to flee 

from God.

GOING FISHING

Materials: table, fishing pole, 

fishing line or string, clothespin, 

lips (1:1–2), ship (1:3), waves 

(1:4–6), dice, life preserver or 

LifeSavers candy (1:10–16), large 

fish (1:17), praying hands (2:1–10), 

cityscape (3:1–6), empty paper 

plate (3:7–10), plant leaf (4:1–6), 

gummy worm (4:7–10), the 

word MERCY (4:11) (Note: Most 

of these items can be made or 

purchased inexpensively.)

Directions: Have an assistant hide 

behind a table. Throughout the 

lesson, call on various children to 

come “fish” behind the table. The 

assistant should use the clothespin 

to hook the items onto the line in 

the order given above. You can use 

each item as a visual aid for teach-

ing the passage it corresponds to 

(listed above). So, the first child will 

“catch” a pair of lips, and you can 

explain that the Word of God came 

to Jonah in Jonah 1:1–2.

JONAH AND THE BIG FISH

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, tape, 

scissors, and crayons.

Directions: Pre-cut pictures from 

craft sheet. Have the children 

color the pictures. Tape the front 

and inside of the fish together by 

placing tape along the top edge of 

the fish’s fins. Glue Jonah to the 

inside of the fish. The students 

can lift up the front of the fish to 

reveal Jonah praying.

AGES 3–5
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Jonah and the Big Fish
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2



TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON

God shows mercy to Jonah and Nineveh • Jonah 1:1–4:11

BUT I DON’T FEEL LIKE IT

Ask the children to name some things 

that they do not like doing. Why do 

they dislike these things? Have they 

ever tried to get out of doing them? 

In today’s lesson, we will learn about 

a prophet who was told to do some-

thing he did not want to do. We will 

also find out why he did not want to 

do it and how he tried to get out of it.

LIVING WITH THE ENEMY

Shortly after her husband’s death, 

Elisabeth Elliot left her home and 

went with her daughter Valerie (a 

toddler) to live with the Auca Indians, 

the same tribe in Ecuador who killed 

her husband and four other mission-

aries less than two years earlier. By 

her own testimony, she not only lived 

with them, but loved them. How could 

she love the people who killed her 

husband? She knew that this group of 

people hadn’t heard the good news 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ and felt 

compelled to share God’s Word with 

them. In our lesson today, Jonah goes 

to his enemies to share God’s mes-

sage, but as we’ll see, he is reluctant 

to do so.

COMPASSION THAT 

OVERFLOWS

Bring in a large pitcher, drinking 

glass, and 9 x 13 inch glass baking 

pan. Place the drinking glass in the 

pan and begin slowly filling the 

glass with water from the pitcher. 

Ask the children to tell you when 

the glass is full. When the glass is 

full, continue pouring water into it 

so that it spills over into the pan. 

Use this to illustrate God’s compas-

sion towards sinners: it overflows!

MERCY ACROSTIC

Write the word MERCY on the 

board vertically, in large bold 

letters. Tell the class that as they 

study the book of Jonah, they need 

to be looking for ways in which God 

showed mercy to people. After 

each part of the lesson, fill in the 

acrostic with the following phrases. 

The last statement reviews the 

application of the lesson.

Made the storm cease

Engulfed Jonah with a fish

Relented from punishing 

Nineveh

Caused a plant to grow over 

Jonah

You should be merciful like God

 

JONAH IS SPIT ONTO DRY LAND

See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.

Materials: Craft sheet, craft sticks 

or party horn, tape, and crayons.

Directions: Have students color 

Jonah and the fish. Then give each 

student a craft stick (or party horn) 

and instruct him to tape his picture 

of Jonah to the end. Tape a large 

strip of paper to the back of the 

fish that forms a pocket that the 

craft stick can slide into. Students 

can slide the craft stick forward to 

simulate Jonah being spit out of 

the fish’s mouth.

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 6–8

Jonah Is Spit Onto Dry Land
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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FREE TO GIVE

Read the parable of the Laborers 

in the Vineyard (Matt 20:1–16) 

to introduce the central truth of 

today’s lesson: God extends grace 

to whomever He wishes.

APPOINTED TO SAVE

Ask the children why Jonah was 

swallowed by a large fish. Was 

Jonah being punished by God? 

Did the fish just happen to be in 

the area and was hungry? Explain 

that God appointed the fish to 

save Jonah (Jon 1:17). It was 

God’s means of rescuing sinful 

Jonah from certain death. In our 

lesson today, God appoints Jonah 

to be His messenger of salvation 

to the sinful Ninevites.

WHILE WE WERE ENEMIES

When reading the story of Jonah, 

it’s hard to picture ourselves as 

the wicked Ninevites, enemies 

of Israel, but more significantly, 

enemies of God. Yet this is exactly 

how the Bible describes our 

relationship to God before salva-

tion (Rom 5:10). Yet it was at this 

time, when we were enemies of 

God, that God sent His Son to pay 

the penalty that our sins deserved. 

What an amazing God!

HAS THE POTTER NO RIGHT 

OVER THE CLAY?

Bring in a potter’s wheel, clay, or 

piece of pottery. Describe how a 

potter shapes the clay into a vessel 

of his choosing. Then read Romans 

9:21–24. Just as it is incompre-

hensible for a piece of pottery to 

question the potter concerning its 

purpose, so also is it illogical for 

men to question why God chooses 

some sinners for salvation.

DEVELOPING A HEART OF 

COMPASSION

Children, like adults, tend to be 

self-consumed. They often don’t 

think of others before themselves. 

To highlight what it means to 

have a heart of compassion and 

desire to put others first, create a 

service opportunity for your class. 

For instance: Take the class to a 

soup kitchen or mercy ministry. 

Or the children could bring in 

supplies and boxes to create 

care packages for missionaries 

or college students. The children 

could write notes to the recipients 

and include them in the boxes. 

Talk with the children about 

what it means to have a heart of 

compassion. 
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INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

AGES 9–11


