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CONTEXTCONTEXT

This week will be a little different. Pastor Tim Marrero is preaching on the theological 
concept called “The Already and Not Yet.” He is touching on this theme from 
Ephesians 1:19-22. However, Pastor Tim Armstrong will be preaching on these 
verses down the road. Therefore, we’ll be reserving our deep dive into those verses 
until Pastor Armstrong preaches on them. For this week, let’s focus our attention 
on this crucial theological concept of “The Already and Not Yet.” 

Question 1: One of the greatest ways the enemy deceives, discourages and 
even destroys people in the church is by convincing them that God isn’t fulfilling 
His promises. For example, when we look at Scripture, we see God promising 
wonderful things like victory over sin (1 Thessalonians 4:1-8) as well as peace and 
joy, even in the midst of trials (Philippians 4:4-7). In fact, Jesus even promises 
that He will give us anything we ask for in His name (John 14:13-14). To pray in 
Jesus’ name means to pray according to His will. It means to pray for things we 
know He has promised to give us – things like holiness, being empowered by 
the Spirit, wisdom in trials, the ability to glorify Him, etc. Therefore, if we ask 
the Lord for peace and joy, as well as victory over sin, we would expect Him to 
answer those prayers. But the truth is, we often don’t experience those things. 
And the enemy says to us, “You see, you can’t trust God. He promises these 
things, but then he doesn’t come through on His promise!” As a result of this 
attack, many people who start out the Christian race don’t finish it. 

Talk with your group about how the concept of the “Already and Not Yet” may 
help you when it appears God isn’t delivering on His promises, when it appears 
He isn’t sanctifying you, empowering you with his Spirit or giving you peace and 
wisdom amidst suffering.   

CONSULTATIONCONSULTATION

In order to understand what theologians mean by the “The Already and Not Yet,” 
it is helpful to consider the following illustration:

D-Day vs. V-Day
On Tuesday, June 6, 1944, Allied troops stormed the beaches of Normandy in World 
War II. They overwhelmed German forces and, as a result, effectively initiated the 
beginning of the end for Hitler and his army. It was the largest invasion in the history 
of warfare. This day is commonly known as D-Day (a coded military designation 
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for important invasions). It’s important to understand that even though the battle 
was effectively won on this day, it wasn’t formally won until May 8th, 1945, when 
Germany officially surrendered to the allied forces. That day is known as V-Day 
(Victory Day). Even though the war was effectively won, battles still occurred, 
losses continued to mount and the enemy raged on. None of those things ceased 
until V-Day. 

This is a great illustration of Christ’s victory over Satan. On the cross, Christ 
effectively won the war against Satan, death and sin. For Christians, that was our 
D-Day. Christ had dealt the decisive blow to our enemy. It was, in a sense, “the 
beginning of the end” for our enemies. However, battles still occur, losses continue to 
mount, and the enemy still rages on. None of those things will completely cease until 
V-Day – the day Jesus returns, establishes His kingdom on earth, and hurls Satan, 
his demons, death and Hades, along with the unrepentant, into the lake of fire. 

Why do we still sin? Why do we still wrestle with a lack of joy and peace? Why 
does the enemy continue to destroy lives if Christ has defeated the enemy on the 
cross (Colossians 2:15)? Because we live in “time between the times.” We live in 
between Christ’s first return and second return. We live between D-Day and V-Day. 
Therefore, we experience Christ’s power over sin, death and Satan ALREADY, in 
the here and now, but NOT YET, not fully. Therefore, don’t lose faith when it seems 
like Christ really hasn’t won! He has. The decisive blow has been given. The end 
has begun, but it hasn’t been finished.  

Question 2: Pastor Marrero talked about how we can see God’s great power 
through the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ – miracles, signs, healings, etc. Some 
Christians (Charismatics) look at this and say that we, as believers, should expect 
that same power today in our lives and in our ministries. We should experience 
regular healings, power over demons and other miracles. Other Christians 
(conservatives) read the gospels and say that those miracles were mainly to 
authenticate the ministry of Christ. In the same way God demonstrated to the 
Egyptians and Israelites through signs and wonders that Moses was sent by Him, 
so God was demonstrating to the Jews in the gospels through signs and wonders 
that Jesus was sent by Him. And they say that was the main purpose of the 
miracles. Which side do you think is right, and why?
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Question 3: In the sermon, it was noted that God’s 1.) cosmic power, and 2.) 
name, enable us to engage in spiritual warfare. Since our real enemy is Satan and 
his demons (Ephesians 6:12), and since the enemy’s attacks are so prevalent in 
our lives, how should we, as believers, go about engaging in “spiritual warfare?” 
How have you engaged in spiritual warfare? What are some things to avoid? Are 
there certain methods that are effective for actively engaging the enemy? 
 


